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Carter, Lee and Williamson Take Part in Installation Ceremonies
Elected Offi cials Take Oaths of Offi ce Sept. 18

Newly-elected Second Chief Audrey Rose Lee, center, re-
peats the oath of offi ce.  Taking part from left are her husband 
Jeremy Lee, son Christian Wright and granddaughter Everlee 
Jo Wright.

Newly-elected Principal Chief Randle Carter, center, repeats 
the oath of offi ce as administered by Judge Gregory Bigler.  
Taking part at left are Chief Carter’s brothers, Beau Carter 
and Daman Carter.                              (All Photos by Mike Brown)

Committee Member Robert Williamson, center, takes the 
oath of offi ce for a new four-year term of offi ce.  Taking part 
at left are his granddaughter Alyssa Williamson and daughter 
Stevie Williamson.  

by Mike Brown
 Three successful candidates 
in the Aug. 26, 2023 Sac and 
Fox Nation General Election 
took oaths of offi ce in instal-
lation ceremonies on Sept. 18 
in the Sac and Fox Communi-

ty Building. Administering the 
ceremonies was Judge Gregory 
Bigler.
 Those newly-elected Busi-

ness Committee offi cials in-
stalled for four-year terms of 
offi ce include:  Principal Chief 
Randle Carter, Second Chief 

Audrey Rose Lee and Commit-
tee Member Robert Williamson.
 Following a noon lunch 
served prior to the 1 p.m. in-

stallation program, ceremonies 
began with Sac and Fox drums 
and singers, the Presentation of 
Colors by members of the Sac 
and Fox Veterans’ Honor Guard 
and, an opening prayer by Sam 
Spang.
 While taking his oath of of-
fi ce for a new term, Committee 
Member Robert Williamson 
was joined by his daughter Ste-
vie Williamson, and his grand-
daughter Alyssa Williamson.  
While taking her oath of offi ce, 
Second Chief Audrey Rose 
Lee was joined by her husband 
Jeremy Lee, her son Christian 
Wright, and her granddaughter 
Everlee Jo Wright.
 While taking his oath of of-
fi ce, Principal Chief Randle 
Carter was joined by his broth-
ers Daman Carter and Beau Car-
ter.  Following his installation, 
Chief Carter presented brief 
comments pertaining to the fu-
ture of the Sac and Fox Nation 
to those in attendance.
 Following the ceremonies 
those attending enjoyed cake 
and other refreshments.  A Gen-
eral Election abstract released 
by the Election Committee can 
be found on Page 14.

(Continued on Page 4)

Shown from left after being installed for four-year terms of 
offi ce are:  Second Chief Audrey Rose Lee, Committee Mem-
ber Robert Williamson and Principal Chief Randle Carter.

New Sac and Fox Offi cials

DOI Announces Efforts to Restore Bison Populations
 The U. S. Department of the 
Interior on Sept. 7 announced $5 
million from President Biden’s 
Investing in America agenda to 
support the restoration of bison 
populations and grassland eco-
systems in Tribal communities. 
The funding will support Trib-
ally led initiatives to strengthen 
bison conservation and expan-
sion, improved management of 
existing herds, and ecosystem 
restoration efforts in native 
grassland habitats. These invest-
ments advance the Biden-Harris 
administration’s America the 
Beautiful initiative.
 The funding advances the De-
partment’s new Grasslands Key-
stone Initiative, unveiled as part 
of a restoration and resilience 
framework that is guiding $2 
billion in investments from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
and Infl ation Reduction Act to 
restore lands and waters and ad-
vance climate resilience.
 “The American bison is in-
extricably intertwined with 
Indigenous culture, grassland 
ecology and American history. 
While the overall recovery of 
bison over the last 130 years is 
a conservation success story, 
signifi cant work remains to not 
only ensure that bison will re-
main a viable species but also 
to restore grassland ecosystems, 
strengthen rural economies de-
pendent on grassland health and 
provide for the return of bison 
to Tribally owned and ancestral 
lands,” said Secretary Deb Haa-
land. “This new funding from 
President Biden’s Investing in 
America agenda will help sup-
port Tribal efforts to restore this 
iconic species and integrate In-
digenous Knowledge into the 
Department’s shared steward-
ship goals.”
 “The Interior Department rec-
ognizes the crucial role of utiliz-
ing Indigenous Knowledge in 
our biggest resource conserva-
tion and management challeng-
es, including our work to pre-
serve and enhance Tribal bison 
herds,” said Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Affairs Bryan New-
land. “Through historic funding 
from the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration, we can support Tribes in 
maintaining and rebuilding their 
herds, which are central to their 
cultural, spiritual and nutritional 

traditions, while also improving 
and preserving the ecosystems 
that sustain both bison and Trib-
al communities.”
 The investments support 
Secretary’s Order 3410, which 
will enhance the Interior De-
partment’s work to restore wild 
and healthy populations of 
American bison and the prairie 
grassland ecosystem through 
collaboration among Depart-
ment bureaus and partners such 
as other federal agencies, states, 
Tribes and landowners using the 
best available science and Indig-
enous Knowledge.
 The funding includes $3.5 
million from the Infl ation Re-
duction Act that will support the 
Inter-Tribal Buffalo Council’s 
herd development and appren-
ticeship program created by 
S.O. 3410. The Council is a col-
lection of 80 Tribes in 20 states 
that facilitates the management 
of more than 20,000 buffalo.
 An additional $1.5 million 
from the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law is available through 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 
federally recognized Tribes and 
Tribal organizations to support 
Tribal bison herd expansion 
interests, including a focus on 
ecosystem restoration through 
bison conservation. 
 American bison once num-
bered 60 million in North Ameri-
ca, with the population anchored 
in what is now the central Unit-
ed States. Many Indigenous cul-
tures, especially in areas where 
the species was most abundant, 
developed strong ties with bison 
and relied upon them for suste-
nance, shelter, and cultural and 
religious practices.
 In the 19th century, bison 
were nearly driven to extinction 
through uncontrolled hunting 
and a U.S. policy of eradication 
tied to intentional harm against 
and control of Tribes. By 1889, 
only a few hundred wild bison 
remained. The persecution of 
bison contributed to the decline 
of healthy grassland ecosystems 
and, eventually, to the Dust 

(Continued on Page 12)
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Abney, Thomas Delorn
Alexander, Marianne Patricia
Anderson, Debra Deann
Bailey, Margaret Ellen
Banister, Carla De`ann
Barlow, Robert L
Bass, Susan Gale
Beagle, Pamela Jeane
Bean, Terry Lynn
Big Eagle, Peggy Ann
Blanchard, Fredith Ann
Bouzis, Martha L
Boyd, Gladys P
Brown, Richard Dean
Brown, Sylvia Ann
Bryant , Kimberly Gay
Butler, Lee Johnson Jr.
Cancel, Michael Wayne
Charboneau, Cathy May
Christie, Betty Lou
Clark, Susan Marie
Cobb, Roy Dean
Croley, George Dan
Easley, Charlotte Kay
Ellefson, Billie Mae
Ellis, Celena Marie
Erickson, Kristin Alecia
Estes, Jimmy Dean Sr.
Fields, Judith Ellen
Foster, Gloria Ann
Foster, Jeannette
Franklin, Harry G
Franklin, Steven David
Fuller, Glenda Charlotte
Geionety, Dorothy Jeanne
Geisleman, Lucille Helen
George, Kenneth Lynn
Gilder, Julia Marlene
Grant, Amelia Ruth
Harjo, Gail Ruth
Harris, Ronald George
Harwell, Richard Allen
Haskins, Raymond Lee
Haupt, Shelley Magdalene

Hodge, Glenda G
Hunter, Warren Cleve
Johnson, David Gene
Jones, Clay Woodward
Kahbeah, Kenneth Keith
Kaskuske, Mary Dora
Kishketon, Rowe Alan
Kolpin, Joyce Marie
Larney, Teresa Marie
Little, Michael Boyd
Longshore, Dennis Ray
Lynch, Jena Kay
May, Rosemary B
McMahan, Tammy Rene
Meek, Harold Allen
Morris, Pamela Marie
Morris, Timothy E
Muhareb, Georgina
Murphy, Michael Edward
Nave, Allison H
Onco, Shawna Elaine
Papst, Lenore Marie
Pennock, Laura Jean
Perez, April Michelle
Petitt, Earnestine Mae
Pipkins, Julie Ann
Poitras, David Joel
Powell, Teresa Ann
Ramseyer, Jennifer Jill
Raya, Norma Rene`
Riley, Virginia Mary
Seely, Dagmar
Shackelford, Troy Gene
Southern, Jacquelyn Sue
Taber, James Ervin
Tall Bear, Alvin Jr.
Wakolee, Thomas Mose
Walker, Cecil Thomas
Walker, John Alan
Ward, Shannon Chase
Warlick, Tammy Sue
Wesmore, Shawn Mark
West, Terry Lynn

Happy October Birthday Elders!

The Sac & Fox News is the monthly 
publication of the Sac & Fox Nation, 
located on SH 99, six miles south of 
Stroud, OK.

Mailing address: 
 Sac and Fox Nation
 Administration Building
 920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
 Stroud, OK  74079
 Phone: 918-968-3526 
 Fax: 918-968-4837
The Sac & Fox News is the official 

publication of the Sac and Fox 
Nation. Our mission is to meet all 
tribal members information needs 
concerning the Nation.

The Sac & Fox News is mailed free, 
one per address, to enrolled Sac and 
Fox tribal members. Paid subscriptions 
are available for $12.00 annually. 

Editorial statements, guest columns, 
and letters to the editor published in 
this newspaper contain the opinions 
of the writers. These opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Sac and Fox News staff or any 
elected official or department of tribal 
government or administration. 

The Sac and Fox News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of letters to 
the editor. All editorials and letters to 
the editor become the property of the 
Sac and Fox News. 

Submissions for publication must 
be signed by the author and include 
an address and contact phone number. 
They are limited to 300 words. The 
staff will not edit editorials or letters 
to the editor to fit the 300-word limit.

Deadline for the November issue is:
Friday, October 20 at 4:30 p.m. 

Reprint permission is granted, with 
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News, 
unless other copyrights are shown. 
Articles and letters may be submitted 
to the newspaper either by mail or Fax 
to the address provided above, - or by  
e-mail:newspaper@sacandfoxnation-
nsn.gov.

Address corrections and changes are 
accepted by the Business Committee 
at the address listed below. 

Managing Editor
Mike Brown

For information:
918-968-3526 x1060

newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Publisher: Sac and Fox Nation

~~~~~~~
Tribal Officers:

918-968-3526 or 800-259-3970

Principal Chief:
Randle Carter

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1004

chief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
principalchief@sacandfox.com

Second Chief:
Audrey Rose Lee

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1008

secondchief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
secondchief@sacandfox.com

Secretary:
Lana Butler

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1007

secretary@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Treasurer:
Carla Wallace 

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1006

treasurer@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Committee Member:
Robert Williamson

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1005

cmember@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Executive Assistant:
Kelsey Collins

Kelsey.Collins@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Business Committee
 Mailing Address:

Sac and Fox Nation
920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A

Stroud, OK  74079
Visit us on the webb @
sacandfoxnation.com

Sac and Fox News Obituaries
Richard Gene Masquat

Richard Gene Masquat

 Richard Gene “Rick” Masquat went 
to his Heavenly Home August 18, 2023 
after battling pancreatic cancer. He was 
born August 30, 1960 in Pawnee, Okla.
 Rick graduated from Stroud High 
School, the Class of 1978. After gradua-
tion, he went to Alaska, working on fish-
ing boats and in the oilfield. He worked 
in several different fields of work from 

Alaska, Texas to Florida, to fishing, oil-
field and construction. He even owned 
his own roofing company at one time. 
Rick loved fishing, helping anyone that 
needed help and swapping tales with 
friends and family.
 Rick is survived by his mother, Dee 
Byford, of Chandler, and father Lynn and 
step-mother Mary Linda Pryor of An-
chorage, Alaska, close family friend Jim 
Dervin, his sister Kim Boone of Stroud, 
his brother Les Masquat of Chandler, 
Okla. and, a host of nieces, nephews and 
cousins who loved him dearly.
 Services were held August 21, 2023 
at Sac & Fox Chapel, Stroud, Okla., and 
burial followed at the Sac and Fox Cem-
etery.NOTICE

 The Housing Authority 
of the Sac and Fox Nation 
has a three-bedroom, two 
bathroom house with a ga-
rage that sits on one acre 
for sale in rural Lincoln 
County north of Prague, 
OK. The property address 
is 102135 S. 3560 Road 
Prague, OK 74864. The 
deadline for submitting a 
sealed bid on the proper-
ty will be November 30, 
2023.
 The Housing Authority 
also has a 2020 Green-
tech Heat solution trailer 
mounted machine for sale. 
The deadline for submit-
ting a sealed bid on the 
heat solution trailer will be 
October 13, 2023. 
 The Housing Authority 
will be accepting sealed 
bids on the property and 
the Heat solution trailer 
mounted machine via mail 
(P.O. Box 1252 Shawnee, 
OK 74801), e-mail (ctho-
mas@hasfn.net) or in 
person (201 N. Harrison 
Shawnee, OK 74801). All 
bids must be addressed to 
Cora Thomas.
 For more information 
on the property and/or 
the Heat solution trail-
er mounted machine, 
please contact the Execu-
tive Assistant at ktaylor@
hasfn.net or via phone at 
(405)275-8200 ext. 107.
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Elders Advisory Committee Report
by Peggy Big Eagle

 Our regular monthly meeting was 
in the Elders and Veterans Building on 
Wednesday, September 13 with 29 peo-
ple in attendance. Ms. Billie Tohee, Chair 
of the National Council on Indian Aging, 
was a guest speaker about NICOA re-
sources as well as the upcoming national 
conference in Cherokee, NC at the end 
of September. We plan to get more infor-
mation about their program which works 
with tribes to hire elders.
 We were especially happy to have 
Mary Butler in attendance again. Robin 
Tiger volunteered to serve as Treasurer 
for the term, which ends in December.  
We made vans available to take elders 
to the Kickapoo Senior Olympics on 
Friday, September 15, and we thank Ida 
Parish and Minnie Masquas for driving. 
Our group came home with lots of med-
als and fun stories. KTO gave bronze, 
silver and gold medals with beaded trim.
 We will attend the national conference 
on Indian aging the last week of Sep-
tember in Cherokee, NC. We’ve never 
been to this conference before and look 

forward to learning about national issues 
and how we can bring information back 
to our tribes in Oklahoma. And, enjoy the 
beautiful scenery and fellowship along 
the way.
 The SFN Elder Conference and Games 
is October 4 at the Community Building. 
Registration is free, and we have indoor 
and outdoor activities planned. We will 
also post the schedule when it’s finalized. 
All Elders Advisory Committee mem-
bers are to bring a door prize between 
$20 - $25 dollars. Prizes will be given 
every 15 minutes throughout the day.
 October 11 at the Shawnee Multipur-
pose Building, we will have our regular 
monthly meeting and potluck starting at 
10:00 a.m. We try to finish our business 
meeting by lunchtime, so we can social-
ize and do something more fun in the af-
ternoon.
 Then, the next day, we will start a 
monthly crafts day at the Elders and Vet-
erans Building. We will be working on 
shawls for women and vests for men. 
Everybody will bring their own fabric, 
fringe, buttons for vests, etc. Mainte-
nance will assemble three sewing tables 
by then. Everyone is welcome, not just 
tribal elders.
 And our final big event (whew!) for 
the month is a garage sale party and con-
cessions inside the Shawnee Multipur-
pose Building on Saturday, October 14. 
All proceeds will go to our fundraising 
account for various activities. We have 
lots of concessions that we were not 
able to sell from the rained-out powwow 
grounds, especially pickles. We’ve got 
about 5 or 6 gallons! 
 All members will mark their own dona-
tions and help set up on Friday, October 
13. (I incorrectly said September instead 
of October last month. I apologize.)  Con-
tact Peggy Big Eagle at 405.314.2679 or 
thepeggybigeagle@gmail.com for infor-
mation or possible transportation.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
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Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News    by Edwina Butler-Wolfe

Black Hawk Health Center
Is Open and We Are Seeing Patients!

Call to Schedule an Appointment
918/968-9531

Lab access at 8 a.m. daily

Activity Committee Announcement
 The Sac & Fox Nation Activity Committee is comprised 
of tribal member volunteers who have the desire to pro-
mote activities within our tribe. The Activity Committee 
is open to all Sac & Fox Nation tribal members as well as 
non-tribal members. 
 Beginning in June the Activity Committee will hold a 
regular meeting the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 
pm in the Shawnee Multi-Purpose Building. Meetings 
are open to the public. The Activity Committee encour-
ages membership, ideas, suggestions and/or concerns of 
the organization and hosting events.

2023 Governing Council Minutes
(Continued From Page 1)

Hello! 
 The Education Department would like 
to share with you a couple of announce-
ments:
Higher Education Students:
DEADLINE FOR SPRING SEMESTER 
2024 WILL BE   JANUARY 19, 2024
 ALL SAC AND FOX SENIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS WE WILL 
OPEN UP THE JIM THORPE MALE 
AND FEMALE SCHOLARSHIP AND 
THE BLACKHAWK LEADERSHIP 
SCHOLARSHIP MALE AND FEMALE 
AWARD ON DECEMBER 1, 2023, 
AND DEADLINE WILL BE FEBRU-
ARY 1, 2024. 
 Higher Education application RAP and 
DOI is available for you to print out and 
the two senior high school scholarships 
are online as well. Make sure all applica-
tions are complete before submitting to 
the Education Department.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES 

THAT WERE ATTENDED:
 • August 15 Ripley Public School Back 
to School Event;  • August 16  Prague 
Public School Superintendent and Title 
VI Coordinator met at the Sac and Fox 
Leaning Center on discussion on how the 
school can better serve Native American 
students attending Prague.  A plan was set 
9-21-23 for Native American students to 
meet their Tribal Education Departments 
to be informed of funding resources.
 • August 26  Sac and Fox Governing 
Council;  • August 29 Shawnee High 

School Back to School;  • Septem-
ber 5 Shawnee High School Title VI 
Staff Meeting;  • September 6 Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation Career Fair;  • Sep-
tember 10 -13  National JOM Conference 
in Chicago;  • September 14  Iowa Tribe, 
Tribal Education Departments met on 
discussion of Every Student Success Act 
(ESSA).  Nations and Tribe that attend-
ed:  Sac and Fox Nation, Pawnee Nation, 
Osage Nation and Iowa Tribe.
 Also, • September 19 Tribal Part-
nerships for STEM Education, at OSU, 
Stillwater, how colleges and universities 
can be in partnership with Tribal Educa-
tion Departments. Panel of Tribal Educa-
tors: Leslie Montemayor – Epic Charter 
Schools, Native American Program Co-
ordinator; Lucyann Harjo Norman Public 
Schools, Indian Education Director; Erin 
Parker – Tulsa Public Schools, Indian 
Education Student Advisor; Edwina But-
ler-Wolfe – Sac and Fox Nation, Director 
of Education; Amber Silverhorn-Wolfe 
-Former Tribal Education Department 
Director, OU PhD Student. 
 • September 21  Prague Public School, 
Tribal Education Resource Night.
 The National Johnson O’Malley Con-
ference was held in Chicago, IL. We had 
the chance to network with other Nations 
and Tribes that attended the conference. 
The main topic and concern were the 
JOM student count, as the count has been 
stagnated for decades. Spike Bighorn 
from the Bureau of Indian Education 

(BIE) gave an update, and we were able 
to visit with him one on one with discus-
sion of our JOM Program.  
 Mr. Bighorn discussed the JOM count 
on their end was not followed by federal 
policy. We were in hope that school year 
2023 – 2024 was going to be an increase 
for JOM students. BIE is following the 
requirements per federal regulations and 
the school year 2024 – 2025 should be an 
increase. 
  • Monday, September 14, first day of 
the conference Justin Morris, Education 
Specialist and I attended the Region 3 
Caucus Meeting. In the meeting we had 
discussion of three resolutions that the 
National Johnson-O-Malley Association 
presented. 
 • Resolution 1:
A RESOLUTION OF THE NATION-
AL JOHNSON-O-MALLEY ASSOCI-
ATION SUPPORTING ANNUAL RE-
PORTING AND CONFERRING WITH 
THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS
 • Resolution 2:
A ROSOLUTION OF THE NATION-
AL JOHNSON-O-MALLEY ASSOCI-
ATIONSUPPORTING THE CLARI-
FICATION OF THE DEFINITION OF 
AN ELIGIBLE NATIVE AMERICAN/
ALASKAN NATIVE STUDENT
 • Resolution 3:
A RESOLUTION OF THE NATION-
AL JOHNSON-O-MALLEY ASSOCI-
ATION SUPPORTING “SECTION 310 
JOHNSON-O-MALLEY FUNDING”
 Resolutions were passed during our 
Region 3 meeting and were also passed 
on Wednesday,  final  day  of  conference, 
with all 8 regions accepting the 3 reso-
lutions. Now, the 3 resolutions will now 
go for approval with BIE in Washington 
DC. 
 If you have any questions on the men-
tioned resolutions, please give us a call 
at the Education Department. We will be 
happy to answer your questions. 
 We would like to also mention that the 
RAP Clothing/School Supply Program 
has ended. We were able to help 450 
Sac and Fox Students with a VISA Card 
of $300.00 dollars for school clothing 
and $100.00 dollars for school supply. 

Parents/Guardians/Grandparents when 
sending in your applications for RAP 
Clothing/School Supply YOU MUST 
SUBMIT YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN 
SAC AND FOX TRIBAL CARD. 
 We had numerous applications that 
came in without Sac and Fox Tribal 
Cards.  This only puts your child/chil-
dren application in the incomplete folder 
and delay of receiving their VISA Card 
or even just missed out on funding. 
 Starting next year, July 1, 2024, we are 
going to require ALL RAP CLOTHING/
SCHOOL SUPPLY APPLICATIONS 
TO BE MAILED IN, THERE WILL 
NOT BE ANY HAND DELIVERY OF 
APPLICATION TO THE OFFICE, OR 
FAX, OR EMAIL, SCANNED MUST 
BE MAILED IN. APPLICATIONS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED IF IT IS 
NOT MAIL IN. We will be sending 
letters out to all that receive clothing 
assistance for school year 2023 – 2024 
parents/guardians/grandparents of the re-
quirement of mailing in RAP Clothing/
School Supply Applications for school 
year 2024/2025. 
 PLEASE DO NOT SEND IN YOUR 
CLOTHING RECEIPTS. YOU DO 
NOT HAVE TO SUBMIT RECEIPTS. 
WE ARE ABLE TO SEE WHAT YOU 
HAVE PURCHASED.
 If you have any questions, please con-
tact us at the Education Department:  918 
968-3526, Justin Morris, extension 2043 
or Edwina 2046.

Thank you,
Edwina Butler-Wolfe
Director of Education
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RAP Department Application Form
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(Continued on Page 13.)

October Word Search
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SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

Indians are born speaking our languages. For some of us, they lie 
dormant within our bodies. They are looking for a way out. God gave 
us these beautiful languages. All of us hold them in a sacred manner 
within. There is no such thing as an Indian person who cannot speak 
Indian.

Our language programs find these languages within our bodies. 
They bring them out through our mouths and deliver them to their 
rightful resting places within our hearts.

October Comic
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‘Our Heart and Soul’
Presented here is a work of art by Sac and Fox artist Mary Forget of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, Canada:  “This piece is called “Our Heart and Soul” for my 
son, Taylor, and his family. I wanted something that both he and my daughter-
in-law could cherish and hopefully, one day, hand down in a reminder of what 
a wonderful gift he helped create. Avery, Alivia and Laylah are their heart and 
soul and, I am proud to call them my grandbabies.”   -Mary Forget

Mary Forget

 Life of a Sac and Fox Tribal Member in Sault Sainte Marie, Ontario, Canada
Special to the Sac and Fox News

by Mary Forget
 I have lived in this border city off and 
on for most of my life. Even though I 
have traveled and lived in both northern 
and southern Ontario, as well as Oklaho-
ma, Texas (where I was born), Arkansas, 
and even Louisiana for a bit, I always 
managed to find my way back here. 
 To me, this is home, it is where my 
mother decided to settle down in 1969 
and raise me since I was a young girl 
of 2. Two out of four of my children 
were born in Thunder Bay Ont. but, my 
youngest two were born here. It is also 
the birthplace of all my grandbabies. So, 
for me to think of anywhere else as home 
is completely out of the question. 
 I think having so many different things 
to see and do around where I live is what 
also keeps this area my home. The dif-
ferent seasons are spectacular, especially 
when the leaves turn in the fall. I noticed 
just the other day that some of the leaves 
were starting to turn my favorite shade of 
red. (The only time I like that color, ac-
tually). Meaning, it won’t be long before 
we start seeing the bright reds, vibrant 
oranges, and the golden yellows before 
all the leaves shrivel up, die, and fall to 
the ground. 
 With the changing of the colors 
though, it also means cooler tempera-
tures of which I am not a huge fan. I 
know I should be used to it by now, but 
I am 100% a summer person. I always 
joke and say it’s because I was born in 
Texas and should be used to the cold by 
now, but it never was the case for me. I 
am always cold. 
 With that being said, the last few days 
have actually been the hottest that we 
have had all summer. It is currently 90F 
with a real feel of 104F. I’m loving it and 
enjoying this while I can even though my 
family, especially my sons, who work 
outside for a living, are trying to keep 
hydrated while they are melting away.
 Soon though, it will start to cool down 
and by Halloween snow will most likely 
be flying. It never fails, it either rains or 
snows on Halloween and parents must 
purchase oversized costumes for their 
children to fit over their winter gear be-
cause it gets extremely cold and wet out. 
Us parents walk on the sidewalk trying 
to stay warm the best we can as we wrap 
our hands around a hot cup of Tim Hor-
tons coffee to keep both our insides, as 
well as our hands warm.
 In the fall, if you are like my fami-
ly, we like to hike the trails through the 
bush, go four-wheeling and even hunt. 
Partridge and moose are the favorites for 
us. I made sure to teach my children how 
to shoot a gun properly when they were 
younger, so that if they did want to hunt 
later in life, they were able to. I grew up 
learning and it became a way of life for 
me every fall and something that I loved 
doing. 
 In winter, it’s skidooing, sledding, and 
ice fishing. Melting snow and ice in the 
spring brings the Smelts and what we 
call “walking the Stokely” for Rainbow 
fishing. It’s a long creek that fills with 
Rainbow in Goulais River, about 40 min-

utes north of the Sault. 
 Personally, I can’t stand eating fish, 
but I will always go for the walk through 
the bush along that creek. It is beautiful. 
Then with the coming of summer brings 
camping, fishing, hikes, bonfires, berry 
picking (strawberries, raspberries, black-
berries, and blueberries) and four-wheel-
ing when possible. 
 This year though, with all the forest 
fires happening, we all have been limited 
with what we can do, and fire bans have 
been in affect for most of the summer, 
which means no bonfires and campfires. 
We weren’t even allowed to set off fire-
works or the city to have their big display 
to celebrate Canada Day, July 1st. Sault 
Mich. had theirs for the first time at their 
airport to make sure that it was a safe dis-
tance from trees and fields, which meant 
that we wouldn’t be able to watch them 
this year at all. Usually, both sides of the 
border shoot theirs off at the edge of the 
St. Mary’s River that runs between the 
Twin Saults. That way, we all can enjoy 
July 1st, as well as, July 4th.
 We don’t have tornadoes, hurricanes, 
or earthquakes in my area, but we do 
get blizzards quite often throughout the 
winter that can most times shut down 
the highways and even the city when it 
gets too bad. This is when we rely on the 
snowplows to clear the roadways as best 
they can so that life may continue. 
 When I was a child, I remember waking 
up to snow nearly to the top of our door. 
When I only had my oldest two children 
and they were around 4 or 5, it snowed 
so much on Halloween that my neighbor 
had to shovel us out because I couldn’t 
open the door. Maybe this is why my 
family, who all live in Oklahoma, Tex-
as and Louisiana, all seem to think that I 
live with snow most of the year. My sis-
ter and niece tell me constantly that they 
don’t want to come up here because they 
will freeze, even though I say to come 
visit in the summer. 
 I remember one summer, one of my 
aunts and uncle, along with their chil-
dren, came to visit in August when I was 
maybe around 10 or 1.  They had packed 
parkas, winter boots and fur mitts. My 
stepfather had to bring them shopping 
for summer clothes. I don’t think they 
understood that we didn’t live that far up 
north that they would need that type of 
clothing.  
 I get it though, if you haven’t visited 
here, then you wouldn’t know what to 
expect and aren’t familiar with living up 
here. My niece tells me she would rather 
have tornadoes than blizzards, but I have 
lived through one and believe me I would 
rather the blizzard any day even though I 
would love to have the warmer weather 
any day. Sadly, with the climate change, 
we don’t get as much snow as we did in 
years past, but we do still have our fair 
share. 
 Living in a border town, we basically 
have the best of both worlds:  the Twin 
Sault’s, as we are known for, Sault Ste. 
Marie Ont. and Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 
At night you can see the bridge that 
stretches over the St. Mary’s River and 
connects both cities, light up with the Ca-

nadian colors of Red and White on our 
side and the Red, White, and Blue colors 
on the American side. Our side is a bit 
larger with an estimated population of 
70,956 people, while Sault Mich. has ap-
proximately 13,414. 
 For us, today (Sept. 5) is technical-
ly the last day of summer vacation be-
cause tomorrow, school starts here for all 
school boards in our district. For some it 
is a new beginning for students as well as 
parents, and for the rest it is just a con-
tinuation. 
 Here we have JK or Junior Kindergar-
ten to Grade 8, which is Grade School 
then, Grade 9 – 12 is considered High 
School. Out of my eleven grandchil-
dren, I have one starting Grade 9, seven 
in Grade School while three are still too 
young to attend. School also ends later 
than the States, which for us is usually 
the last weekday of June. 
 Being a border town, the main source 
of income here is for people who are em-
ployed at the Algoma Steel Plant. If you 
can’t get a job there, then some find work 
up north at the gold mines. My boys and 
my sons-in-law are in the construction/
siding field so, as long as people are 
building or fixing houses then they have 
work. As for myself, I keep myself busy 
with watching my grandbabies and paint-
ing pieces of artwork for my family. Once 
I am finished with the one I am currently 
working on, then it’s on to a commission 
piece and, then from there, I hope to be 
able to sell more. 
 Life of a Sac and Fox Tribal Mem-
ber in Canada is different:  I don’t have 

the same rights or privileges as I’m sure 
I would if I lived on the reservation in 
Stroud, Oklahoma. I feel like I am the 
only one so far away from everything 
that I am missing out on what is my her-
itage. But, I don’t think I would change 
a thing. I have had plenty of options to 
move back but, I can’t leave my babies 
behind. Family is everything and I would 
never give that up. 
 Be safe with whatever you may be 
doing and enjoy what life has to offer 
you. No matter where you are in life, 
you make it what it is and, believe me, if 
you try hard enough you can find beauty, 
love, and happiness in literally anything 
and everything.
 - Mary P. Forget
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NOTICE
A W-9 form is not needed for Per 
Capita Payments unless you have a 
name change, new address, you are 
a newly-enrolled tribal member or, if 
required, for RAP applications.

Sac and Fox 
Nation Telephone 

Extensions
Main Number:
918-968-3526

• Chief - 1004 
• Second Chief - 1008 

• Treasurer - 1006 
• Secretary - 1007 

• Committee Member - 1005 
• BC Front Desk - 1009 

• Tax - 1043-1045  
• Accounting - 1030-1036 

• Property and Procurement - 
1020-1039-1022

• Maintenance - 2062 
• BHHC - 918-968-9531 

• ICW - 1711 
• Court - 2039

• Library - 2020-2021 
• Language - 1075 

• JUVI - 4000
• USDA - 2077 (WIC 2079)-2080-

2081-2082 
(Warehouse USDA 2089)

• Education - 2046 
• IT - 2041 

• Police - 2033 
• Self-Governance - 1080
• Capitol Security - 1090 

• Realty - 1052 
• Enrollment - 1040-1041

• RAP - 2000 - 2001 
• Social Services - 2010-2011 

• OES - 2091-2092-2094
• Veterans - 1065 

• Newspaper - 1060 
• Tribal Administrator - 1010 

• NAGPRA/Historic 
Preservation - 1070 

• ARPA - 1819

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

John Carrington, HR Director
hrdirector@sacandfox.com
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$5 Million to Support Efforts to Restore Bison Populations and Grassland Ecosystems
(Continued from Page 1)

Bowl in the 1930s. The loss of the key-
stone species, coupled with land conver-
sion, led to declines of other important 
grassland wildlife, such as migratory 
birds and pollinators.
 Beginning in the early 20th century 
with the support of President Theodore 

Roosevelt, conservationists and scien-
tists made a collective effort to restore 
the American bison. Since then, collab-
orative conservation and restoration ef-
forts have increased the number of wild 
bison in the United States from fewer 
than 500 to more than 15,000. The Interi-
or Department currently manages 11,000 

bison in herds across 4.6 million acres of 
U.S. public lands in 12 states, and will 
continue to work closely with state and 

Tribal wildlife and livestock managers 
to maintain healthy populations of grass-
land dependent species.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes

A Message From the Behavioral Health Dept.
 October is National Depression and 
Mental Health Screening Month. This 
month is centered around raising aware-
ness of mental health issues around the 
world and improving mental health care 
to all populations. Mental health issues 
do not discriminate and effects all walks 
of life and people. If you know someone 
or you yourself is in need to for mental 
health services or counseling; please ask 
for help. YOU MATTER AND YOU 
ARE WORTH IT
 If anyone you yourself, a loved one, 
or someone you know are showing any 
signs or symptoms of depression or need 
for Behavioral Health Services, please 
reach out for help at the numbers below:
 • BHHC Behavioral Health Services: 
(918) 968-9531 ext. 3019.
 • Text or call 988 or use the chat func-
tion at 988lifeline.org.
 • SAMHSA’s National Helpline: Call 
1-800-662-HELP (4357) for a referral for 
mental health treatment.
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If at least 1 in your household 
has a CDIB, you reside within 

our 5 tribe Service Area, & you 
meet USDA Income Guidelines…

YOU MAY QUALIFY!!!

CALL TODAY!!!   1-800-256-3398
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes

SAC AND FOX NATION
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

PROGRAM
STROUD WAREHOUSE

918-968-3030 •  1-800-256-3398
SHAWNEE OFFICE

405-395-0063 • 1-886-622-2310

ALL FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS 
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!   THANK YOU!!

HOURS  (Monday-Friday)
Certifi cation                 8 am - 5 pm
Distribution                  8 am - 3 pm
Store AM Inventory     8 am - 8:30 am
Store PM Inventory     3 pm - 5 pm

HOME DELIVERIES ARE FOR 
HOMEBOUND AND/OR DISABLED

ELDERS.  CALL OUR 
STROUD OFFICE

TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY.
This institution is 

an equal opportunity provider.

October 2023

(Continued From Page 6)
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