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Sac and Fox Nation
Election Date

General Election:  Saturday, August 26, 2023

Business Committee Positions Due Election are:
Principal Chief, Second Chief, and 

Committee Member
Find more General Election

Information on Page 5 of this edition.

Pictured from left while attending the Sac and Fox Nation’s hosting of a July 8 screening of 
‘Imagining the Indian’ in the Community Bldg. are:  Dr. Derek Jennings, Ben West and Yancey 
Burns.                                                                                                    (Photo by Mike Brown)

‘Imagining the Indian’ Film Features the
Fight Against Native American Mascoting

DOI Launches Interactive Map to Track $7.3 Billion Invested
In Over 1,300 ‘Investing in America’ Projects On July 6, the U. S. Depart-

ment of the Interior launched a 
new interactive map to track the 
over $7.3 billion invested so far 
from President Biden’s Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law in over 
1,300 projects nationwide. The 
tool is the fi rst of its kind from a 
cabinet agency.

 The launch of the map comes 
as Secretary Haaland made mul-
tiple stops on the Biden-Harris 
administration’s ongoing ‘In-
vesting in America Tour’ in 
Hawaii, Kansas, New York and 

Vermont to highlight how the 
historic investments provid-
ed through President Biden’s 
“Bidenomics” strategy, includ-
ing the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law and Infl ation Reduction 

Act, will support local commu-
nities across the country.
 “The Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law is a historic down 
payment on ensuring that fu-
ture generations have clean air, 
drinkable water, fertile soil, 
and an overall good quality of 
life that is currently threatened 
by the worsening climate cri-
sis,” said Secretary Deb Haa-
land. “The Interior Department 
is hard at work to deliver these 
critical investments from the 
President’s Investing in Amer-
ica agenda into the hands of 
American communities as quick 
as we can, and we’re making 
tremendous progress.”
 The Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law contains $28.1 billion for 
the Department’s initiatives, 
including for combating legacy 
pollution, restoring critical hab-
itats, addressing the drought cri-
sis, assisting with wildland fi re 
management, and helping com-
munities prepare for extreme 
weather events.
 The map will allow users to 
search projects, sorting by pro-
gram area, state, Tribe and bu-
reau or offi ce, and highlights 
the immense investment made 
across the country in the fi rst 18 
months of implementation.
 Since President Biden signed 
the law in November 2021, the 
Department has, among other 
milestones:
 • Established a new Orphaned 
Well Program Offi ce to ensure 
effective, accountable and effi -

cient implementation of the $4.7 
billion allocated from the law to 
clean up orphaned oil and gas 
wells on federal, state and Tribal 
lands;
 • Unveiled a Restoration and 
Resilience Framework to guide 
the over $2 billion in invest-
ments from the Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law and Infl ation 
Reduction Act to restore our na-
tion’s lands and waters;
 • Launched a Voluntary Com-
munity Driven Relocation ini-
tiative, with over $135 million 
in federal commitments to assist 
Tribal communities severely 
impacted by climate-related en-
vironmental threats;
 • Provided pay increases for 
federal wildland fi refi ghters 
and, in conjunction with the De-
partment of Agriculture, estab-
lished a joint fi refi ghter behav-
ioral health program to support 
fi refi ghter health and wellbeing;
 • Waived grant matching 
requirements for American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of Northern Mariana Islands, 
Guam and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands to reduce fi nancial burden 
for U.S. territories accessing 
this funding;
 • Allocated more than $1.7 
billion to 236 water infrastruc-
ture projects and broken ground 
on 83 of them in Colorado River 
Basin states and on Tribal lands, 
furthering the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration’s all-of-govern-
ment approach to enhance the 
resilience of the West to drought 
and climate change; and,
 • Hired over 450 staff across 
bureaus and offi ces.

 Over 150 were in attendance 
for the Sac and Fox Nation’s 
hosting of a screening of the 
award winning fi lm, ‘Imagining 
The Indian’ July 8, 2023, in the 
Nation’s Community Building.
 Panel discussion of the fi lm 
topic featured:  Ben West (Chey-
enne), Co-Director/Co-Produc-
er/Co-Writer; Yancey Burns, 
Co-Producer/Co-Writer; and, 
Dr. Derek Jennings (Quapaw/
Sac and Fox), Interviewee and 
Collaborator.
 ‘Imagining The Indian’ is a 
comprehensive examination of 
the movement to eradicate the 
words, images, and gestures that 

many Native Americans and 
their allies fi nd demeaning and 
offensive. The fi lm takes a deep-
dive into the issues through ar-
chival footage and interviews 
with those involved in the fi ght. 
The psychological research is 
clear, the use of Native Amer-
ican mascots is detrimental, 
not only to Native people, but 
to marginalized groups every-
where.
 Ben West (Cheyenne) is a 
writer and fi lmmaker who has 
worked with companies such 
as Carsey-Werner Mandabach, 
Telenova Productions, Manda-
lay Pictures, and outlets such 

as the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of the Amer-
ican Indian. West was born and 
raised in Washington, D.C., and 
is a graduate of the Annenberg 
School of Communication at 
the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia. He has chosen to focus 
much of his life’s work on Na-
tive Peoples.
 Yancey Burns is a 2019 grad-
uate of the George Washington 
University Documentary Film 
Center, he wrote and directed 
the award-winning documenta-
ry short, ‘One Fall’, which ex-
plores the return of independent 

(Continued on Page 2)

Sac and Fox artists pictured from left in the Sac and Fox Nation Cultural Center are: Harrison 
Spang, Juaquin Hamilton, Dukkon Harris, Curator Tony Tiger, Janae Grass, Marilyn Spoon, 
Sylvia Brown and Katie Thompson.                                                       (Photo by Mike Brown)

‘Tatakwi - Together’ Art Exhibit Celebrates Sac
And Fox Artists in Cultural Center Thru Aug. 4

by Mike Brown
 A reception in the Sac and 
Fox Nation Cultural Center on 
July 6 welcomed Sac and Fox 
artists whose works are fea-
tured in ‘Tatakwi-Together,’ An 
Exhibition of Sac and Fox Art 
and Culture.  Well-known Sac 

and Fox artist Tony Tiger serves 
as curator for the exhibit that 
opened powwow weekend and 
will be displayed in the Cultur-
al center during business hours 
through Aug. 4, 2023.
 Artists with works included in 
the exhibit are:  Harrison Spang, 

Juaquin Hamilton, Dukkon Har-
ris, Tony Tiger, Janae Grass, 

(Continued on Page 2. )
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Beckman, Gale Charlene
Blaisdale, Senecah Damian
Blanchard, Larry Dean
Bouzis, Michael John Jr.
Brown, Charles David
Brown, Tammy Jo
Bruno, Monica Gean
Clark, Carmon Roy
Coker, Walter Larry
Conallis, Tommy Jay
Couteau, Donna Lynn
Croley, Frankie Ben
Donahoo, Paula Ann
Duran, Sandra Kay
Eldredge, Earl Lee
Escobedo, Tina Louise
Forget, Mary Philoemena
Franklin, Kelly Ann
Gallaway, Arletta Mae
Gibbs, Mary Toche
Gokey, Franklin Charles Jr.
Gregory, David Gene
Gregory, James Kevin
Griffith, Ellen S
Gunter, Gloria Elaine
Gutierrez, Daniel
Haney, Brenda Colleen
Hanger, Shari Lynn
Harris, Randy Gene
Henthorn, Matt Alex
Horse, Alva Mae
Ingham, Karen L
James, Ronald E
Johnson, Marilyn
Johnson, Melanie Rene
Jones, Donald Richard Jr.
Jones, Jacqueline Ann
Kern, Sherry Lee
Kilgore, Anna
Kimble, Beverly Sue
Kowena, Kimberly Kay
Lasley, Shalah Kay
Lippi, Cora Jeanne
Mack, Cara Lorene
Manydeeds, Mary J
Marez, Debra Gail
Masquat, Richard Gene
Masters, William Raymond

McClung, Terri Mack
Megehee, Rita A
Miller, Kenneth Edmund Jr.
Monday, Richard Lee
Monday, Robert L
Morgan, Ricky Martin
Morris, Grover Keith
Morris, Russell Thomas
Mutter, Mary J
Nordyke, David Keith
Nullake , Georgia Faye
Nullake, Stella M
O’Brien, Johnny R
Patten-Zerby, Nancy Louise
Pennington, Cheryl Ann
Pequano, Danielle Leigh
Pittman, Tanja Annette
Rhoads, Elizabeth Kay
Rivas, Emma
Roubidoux, Cynthia
Roubidoux, Gwendolyn F.
Roubidoux, James Howard Jr.
Saunders, Russell E Sr.
Schexnider, Herbert Lee Jr.
Simmons, Judy F
Smith, Brian Tug
Smock, Sherry Leann
Snow, Jerry Whistler
Snow, Shelley Dawn
Sorensen, Kellie Ann
Stephens, Gregory Paul
Stroebel, George F
Sugar, Michael Anthony
Thompson, Terri Ann
Thurman, Marilyn Rose
Tiger, Jack Allen
Topping, Sandra Ann
Tyner-Dawson, Eugenia
Vanderploeg, Karen Sue
Wakolee, David Boyd
Walker, Henry Bentley Jr.
Wallace, Carl Edward
Wallace, Joseph Ray
West, Olinda Jean
White, Janet Gail
Whitebead, Denice Lynn
Wolf, Joyce Ann

Happy August Birthday Elders!

The Sac & Fox News is the monthly 
publication of the Sac & Fox Nation, 
located on SH 99, six miles south of 
Stroud, OK.

Mailing address: 
 Sac and Fox Nation
 Administration Building
 920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
 Stroud, OK  74079
 Phone: 918-968-3526 
 Fax: 918-968-4837
The Sac & Fox News is the official 

publication of the Sac and Fox 
Nation. Our mission is to meet all 
tribal members information needs 
concerning the Nation.

The Sac & Fox News is mailed free, 
one per address, to enrolled Sac and 
Fox tribal members. Paid subscriptions 
are available for $12.00 annually. 

Editorial statements, guest columns, 
and letters to the editor published in 
this newspaper contain the opinions 
of the writers. These opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Sac and Fox News staff or any 
elected official or department of tribal 
government or administration. 

The Sac and Fox News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of letters to 
the editor. All editorials and letters to 
the editor become the property of the 
Sac and Fox News. 

Submissions for publication must 
be signed by the author and include 
an address and contact phone number. 
They are limited to 300 words. The 
staff will not edit editorials or letters 
to the editor to fit the 300-word limit.

Deadline for the September  issue is:
Friday, August 18 at 4:30 p.m. 

Reprint permission is granted, with 
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News, 
unless other copyrights are shown. 
Articles and letters may be submitted 
to the newspaper either by mail or Fax 
to the address provided above, - or by  
e-mail:newspaper@sacandfoxnation-
nsn.gov.

Address corrections and changes are 
accepted by the Business Committee 
at the address listed below. 

Managing Editor
Mike Brown

For information:
918-968-3526 x1060

newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Publisher: Sac and Fox Nation

~~~~~~~
Tribal Officers:

918-968-3526 or 800-259-3970

Acting Principal Chief:
Angela Gasper

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1004

secondchief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Secretary:
Lana Butler

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1007

secretary@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Treasurer:
Carla Wallace 

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1006

treasurer@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Committee Member:
Robert Williamson

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1005

cmember@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Executive Assistant:
Pam Patterson

Pamela.patterson@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Executive Assistant:

Kelsey Collins
Kelsey.Collins@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Business Committee
 Mailing Address:

Sac and Fox Nation
920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A

Stroud, OK  74079
Visit us on the webb @
sacandfoxnation.com

Sac and Fox News
Obituaries

Crystal Dawn Tiger

District of Columbia. Prior to film-mak-
ing, he was a practicing attorney, most 
recently with the Board of Ethics and 
Government Accountability, where he 
prosecuted ethical misconduct in the DC 
government. 
 He also owns and manages his family 
farm in Lincoln County, West Virginia, 
which produces 100% grass-fed Here-
ford beef. Burns holds a BS in Journalism 
from West Virginia University, a JD from 
the University of the District of Colum-
bia David A. Clarke School of Law, and 
is currently pursuing an MA in Strategic 
Communication at the GWU School of 
Media and Public Affairs.
 Dr. Derek Jennings (Quapaw/Sac and 
Fox) is an alum of Tulsa Union High 
School and fought to change their mascot 
from the “Redskins” to the “Redhawks.” 
He is the Bezruchka Family Endowed 
Professor in the School of Public Health 
at the University of Washington.

(Continued From Page 1)

‘Imagining the
Indian’ Film

Crystal Dawn Tiger

 Shawnee, Okla. resident Crystal Dawn 
Tiger entered this earth on January 16, 
1977 and arrived in the loving arms of 
her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on July 
13, 2023. Crystal was born to Billie Ruth 
Pennock and Bill Tiger, Sr. 
 Crystal spent her childhood years re-
siding in Prague, Okla. with her mom 
and her big brother. Crystal had many 
friends in the Prague area that even after 
she moved away, never forgot her. She 
never forgot them either. 
 Into adulthood, Crystal was given the 
most wonderful birthday present, a son, 
Tyler Dai. It was truly the happiest day of 
her life. For hobbies, Crystal loved work-
ing on cars and was a very skilled me-
chanic. Crystal was a very proud member 
of the Sac & Fox Nation and was Thun-
der Clan. Crystal was honored to be full 
blood Native American and honored the 
traditions of her blood line. 
 Soon after her son’s sudden passing, 
Crystal was guided to her Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. Crystal professed her 
love and belief that Jesus was her Sav-
ior and often shared her testimony with 
others and loved Bible study with family 
and friends. Crystal was baptized at The 
Church of Acts in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa. 
 Crystal had a heart of gold and would 
drop what she was doing to help out a 
friend or family member in need. She 
was truly everyone’s best friend in some 
way. Her pride and joy was her son, Ty-
ler Dai. Crystal has now been reunited in 
Heaven with her son, her mom, and her 
sister.
 Preceding Crystal in death are her 

beloved mother, Billie Ruth Pennock, 
her son, Tyler Dai Kauality, her special 
cousin/sister, Shawn Lasley, along with 
numerous uncles and aunties that have 
went on to be with their ancestors. 
 Surviving Crystal in death are her hero 
and big brother, Billy Tiger Jr.; her father, 
Bill Tiger Sr.; and, her legacy that will 
live on many more generations through 
her two precious granddaughters, along 
with numerous uncles, aunties and those 
lifelong friends that she made along the 
journey of life. 
 Wake services were held July 16, 2023 
at First Indian Baptist Church in Shaw-
nee. Funeral services were held July 17, 
2023 at First Indian Baptist Church with 
burial following at Wakolee Cemetery.

Marilyn Spoon, Sylvia Brown and Katie 
Thompson.
 Supporters of the exhibit include:  Sac 
and Fox National Public Library, Chica-
go Blackhawks Foundation and National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.

(Continued from Page 1)

Art Exhibit
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Wa-Tha-Huk 5K Run & Black Hawk Health Fair Highlights

Runners who braved 
rainy weather condi-
tions are shown at 
the starting line of 
the 2023 Wa-Tha-
Huk 5K Run, hosted 
July 6 in Jim Thor-
pe Memorial Park 
by the Sac and Fox 
Nation Food Distri-
bution Program. The 
event was sched-
uled for 7 a.m., but 
was delayed until 9 
a.m. due to heavy 
thunderstorms. 
(All Photos by Mike 
Brown)

Pictured from left are 5K Run Women’s Division Winner Selena Wakolee, of 
Kansas, and 5K Run Men’s Division Winner Cheyenne Deatherage, of Te-
cumseh, Okla.  See more race results on Page 9.

Black Hawk Health Center Exercise Specialist Anthony Ramirez announc-
es door prize winning numbers during the 2023 Black Hawk Health Center 
Health Fair held July 6 in the Sac and Fox Nation Community Building.

Pictured is the Iowas of Oklahoma’s booth at the 2023 Health Fair held in 
conjunction with the 58th Annual Sac and Fox Nation Powwow.

Black Hawk Health Center Staff Member Lori Gregory is shown handing out 
caps and other items to those attending the 2023 Black Hawk Health Fair.

Sac and Fox Nation Food Distribution Program Director Sam Spang, center, 
gives instructions to 5K Run participants and other Food Program volunteers 
prior to the start of the rain-delayed 5K Run.

Pictured is the Harold Hamm Diabetes Center booth at the 2023 Black Hawk 
Health Fair.
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Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News    by Edwina Butler-Wolfe

Black Hawk Health Center
Is Open and We Are Seeing Patients!

Call to Schedule an Appointment
918/968-9531

Currently open positions include:  •Tax Commission (3)  •Health Board (5) and •SBEB (1)

The recently-delivered Black Hawk Health Center Mobile Medical Unit was 
among the law enforcement and emergency medical fleet stationed at Jim 
Thorpe Memorial Park to serve visiting campers and others during the 58th 
Annual Sac and Fox Nation Powwow.                          (Photo by Mike Brown)

Black Hawk Health Center Receives
Delivery of Mobile Medical Unit

 The Education Department is now 
accepting RAP Clothing/School Supply 
applications for Sac and Fox students 
entering Pre-K through 12th grade for 
the 2023-2024 school year. Applications 
must be signed by the school to veri-
fy student enrollment and, each student 
must fill out a RAP application. 
 Each student will be issued a VISA 
card with $300.00 for clothing and 
$100.00 for school supplies. FUNDS 
MUST BE USED FOR STUDENTS’ 
CLOTHING AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
ONLY! We will be monitoring the VISA 
card usage to ensure that funds are spent 
appropriately. If we detect any misuse of 
the cards, we reserve the right to deacti-
vate the card immediately.  
 When using the VISA card, the trans-
action must be made as a credit transac-
tion, not as a debit transaction with a PIN 
number. We are not responsible for any 
theft, loss, or misuse of the VISA cards 
and it is the responsibility of the student 
and/or parent to keep track of the VISA 
card. A tax-exempt letter will be mailed 
with each VISA card to present to ven-
dors. When the funds on the VISA card 
are exhausted, please destroy the card.
 Update on Senate Bill 429, allowing 

students enrolled in certain schools or 
institutions to wear tribal regalia during 
graduation ceremonies: The bill was 
overridden by a large margin, and Gov-
ernor Stitt’s veto was overruled. It is now 
law as of July 1, 2023, providing a major 
victory for Oklahoma Indian country and 
schools in general. I had the pleasure to 
attend the SB 429 Celebration on Satur-
day, July 1, 2023, hosted by The Okla-
homa Council for Indian Education and 
ACLU-OK (American Civil Liberties 
Union of Oklahoma). It was a truly in-
spiring event to mark this momentous 
occasion. 
 The Sac and Fox Education De-
partment is proud to offer the Johnson 
O’Malley Program to students attending 
any of the following 12 public schools: 
Agra, Cushing, Chandler, Davenport, 
Grove, Meeker, North Rock Creek, 
Pleasant Grove (Shawnee), Prague, Rip-
ley, Shawnee, and Stroud. If your child 
is enrolled in a federally recognized tribe 
or nation, they are eligible to enroll in the 
JOM Program. We are now enrolling stu-
dents for the upcoming school year. We 
will be visiting various sites to enroll eli-
gible students in the JOM Program.
 The Sac and Fox Nation Education 

Department is delighted to have received 
an invitation to attend a special event that 
will recognize Native Americans Nation-
wide by honoring the remarkable contri-
butions of the Navajo Nation Code Talk-
ers. We are excited to collaborate with 
the schools above for this event at Tinker 
AFB on November 3, 2023 from 10:00 
am - 2:00 pm. We will be working close-
ly with Title VI Advisers, counselors, 
and coordinators at each school to identi-
fy and select at least 5 students and their 
accompanying adult sponsors to join us. 
We will also be looking to charter trans-
portation for our students and sponsors. 
 The Education Department would like 
to recognize a number of individuals for 
their volunteer work and help during 
our Fun Day on July 7, 2023. With the 
weather causing Fun Day to be delay a 
couple of hours, it was a success. Like to 
thank the Sac and Fox Maintenance Di-
rector Greg Morris for his help with the 
Education Department utilizing the pool 
and with the lifeguards working extra 
hours on July 7. 
 Volunteers on site making sure every-
one was supervised Ashley Brokeshoul-
der, Josh Gibson, Scott Marlow, Olivia 
Stacy, Pam Patterson, Kelsey Collins, 
and Lacey Carrol, who was taking pic-
tures. Preparing lunch were volunteers 
Secretary Lana Butler and Treasurer Car-
la Wallace as the cooks and, sacking the 
lunch bags were Vicki Wilson and Sena 

Yesslith. A big thank you to Justin Mor-
ris, Education Specialist for all his plan-
ning and working early hours to make 
sure everything was set up for July 7. 
 If you have any questions for the Ed-
ucation Department please let us know. 
Justin Morris, 918- 968-3526, ext: 2043 
or Extension 2046, Edwina.

Thank you,
Edwina Butler-Wolfe

Education Director 

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
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Sac and Fox Nation 2023 Election Dates to Remember
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Business Committee Meeting Minutes Business Committee Meeting Minutes

Activity Committee Announcement
 The Sac & Fox Nation Activity Committee is comprised 
of tribal member volunteers who have the desire to pro-
mote activities within our tribe. The Activity Committee 
is open to all Sac & Fox Nation tribal members as well as 
non-tribal members. 
 Beginning in June the Activity Committee will hold a 
regular meeting the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 
pm in the Shawnee Multi-Purpose Building. Meetings 
are open to the public. The Activity Committee encour-
ages membership, ideas, suggestions and/or concerns of 
the organization and hosting events.

August Word Search
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SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

Indians are born speaking our languages. For some of us, they lie 
dormant within our bodies. They are looking for a way out. God gave 
us these beautiful languages. All of us hold them in a sacred manner 
within. There is no such thing as an Indian person who cannot speak 
Indian.

Our language programs find these languages within our bodies. 
They bring them out through our mouths and deliver them to their 
rightful resting places within our hearts.

August Comic



Page 8 - Sac and Fox News - August 2023

If at least 1 in your household 
has a CDIB, you reside within 

our 5 tribe Service Area, & you 
meet USDA Income Guidelines…

YOU MAY QUALIFY!!!

CALL TODAY!!!   1-800-256-3398
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Kids and Grandkids 
Are G-R-E-A-T!!

We want to feature the scholastic, academic and
athletic awards or achievements of your child or 

grandchild of the Sac and Fox Nation!
Send all pertinent information, such as name of 

student, town, school and grade attending, 
explanation of award or achievement, and names of 
parents and/or grandparents, along with a current 

photo of the student to:
newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

or: Sac and Fox News, 920963 S. Hwy. 99
Stroud, OK  74079

SAC AND FOX NATION
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

PROGRAM
STROUD WAREHOUSE

918-968-3030 •  1-800-256-3398
SHAWNEE OFFICE

405-395-0063 • 1-886-622-2310

ALL FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS 
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!   THANK YOU!!

HOURS  (Monday-Friday)
Certifi cation                 8 am - 5 pm
Distribution                  8 am - 3 pm
Store AM Inventory     8 am - 8:30 am
Store PM Inventory     3 pm - 5 pm

HOME DELIVERIES ARE FOR 
HOMEBOUND AND/OR DISABLED

ELDERS.  CALL OUR 
STROUD OFFICE

TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY.
This institution is 

an equal opportunity provider.

August 2023
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Elders Advisory Committee Report
by Peggy Big Eagle

 Like everybody else, the Elders Advi-
sory Committee got rained out of the are-
na for the whole powwow.  That means 
our concession stand did very little busi-
ness on Thursday, and it wasn’t worth 
opening after that.  
 So, with lots of unused inventory it 
looks like we will be eating Frito chili 
pies at our meetings for a while!  We 
also have a freezer full of hot dogs, but 
we donated the buns to the food distri-
bution program before they got stale.  
John Deere was heard trying to convince 
Jennifer Wood, our fry bread cook, into 
wrapping hot dogs in fry bread dough.  
She didn’t look interested.
 Our regular monthly meeting in July 
was at the Shawnee Multipurpose Build-
ing where 27 members attended. One 
highlight of the meeting was installing 

Stella Nullake as Committee Member 
by acclamation to fill an unexpired term.  
We appreciate Renee Buckley’s past ser-
vice in that position.
 Thomas Reuben provided the birthday 
cake for the month, and Melissa Denny 
thanked us all for celebrating her birth-
day on the Fourth of July. 
 An officer’s meeting was scheduled 
for July 25 to prepare the 2024 budget 
which is due July 26, and all interested 
EAC members were urged to attend.  We 
appreciate all the help we receive at bud-
get time and throughout the year from 
Vicki Jackson.
 Our next meeting will be August 9 at 
10:00 a.m. at the Elders and Veterans 
Building in Stroud.  Members are wel-
come to bring potluck, but we will have 
enough Frito chili pies for everyone.
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920963 S. Hwy. 99, Building A • Stroud, OK  74079 • (918) 968-1141 • FAX (918) 968-1142

NOTICE
A W-9 form is not needed for Per 
Capita Payments unless you have a 
name change, new address, you are 
a newly-enrolled tribal member or, if 
required, for RAP applications.

Sac and Fox 
Nation Telephone 

Extensions
Main Number:
918-968-3526

• Chief - 1004 
• Second Chief - 1008 

• Treasurer - 1006 
• Secretary - 1007 

• Committee Member - 1005 
• BC Front Desk - 1009 

• Tax - 1043-1045  
• Accounting - 1030-1036 

• Property and Procurement - 
1020-1039-1022

• Maintenance - 2062 
• BHHC - 918-968-9531 

• ICW - 1711 
• Court - 2039

• Library - 2020-2021 
• Language - 1075 

• JUVI - 4000
• USDA - 2077 (WIC 2079)-2080-

2081-2082 
(Warehouse USDA 2089)

• Education - 2046 
• IT - 2041 

• Police - 2033 
• Self-Governance - 1080
• Capitol Security - 1090 

• Realty - 1052 
• Enrollment - 1040-1041

• RAP - 2000 - 2001 
• Social Services - 2010-2011 

• OES - 2091-2092-2094
• Veterans - 1065 

• Newspaper - 1060 
• Tribal Administrator - 1010 

• NAGPRA/Historic 
Preservation - 1070 

• ARPA - 1819
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Traditional Night at the 2023 Sac and Fox Nation Powwow
The 58th Annual Sac 
and Fox Nation Powwow 
opened with Traditional 
Night activities at the Stroud 
Public Schools 66 Coli-
seum.  The Stroud school 
district welcomes powwow 
activities to be held in the 
facility when weather con-
ditions interfere with pow-
wow activities planned 
outdoors at Jim Thorpe Me-
morial Park, 6 miles south 
of Stroud.  Several activi-
ties during powwow were 
affected by heavy rains 
over the four-day event.  At 
right, Sac and Fox military 
veteran Arlo Griggs leads 
Grand Entry for Traditional 
Night at the Coliseum.

Dancers are pictured during Grand Entry at the Stroud Route 66 Coliseum.

The Center Drums are pictured presenting an Honor Song in recognition of 
Senior Man of the Year David Roubidoux, Senior Woman of the Year Nancy 
Nullake, and new tribal princesses introduced during the program.

R. G. Harris, seated, and Juaquin Hamilton, standing at center, served as 
masters of ceremonies for the 58th Annual Sac and Fox Nation Powwow held 
July 6-9, 2023.                                                       (All Photos by Mike Brown)

Pictured are the host drum for the 58th Annual Sac and Fox Nation Powwow, 
the Northern Cree Singers from Alberta, Canada.

During the Traditional Night program, the Sac and Fox Nation’s Activity Com-
mittee announced and recognized David Roubidoux as 2023-2024 Senior 
Man of the Year, and Nancy Nullake as 2023-2023 Senior Woman of the 
Year.  Standing from left behind the honorees are Activity Committee mem-
bers: Carrie R. LaDeaux, treasurer; Ashley Pacheco, member; Angela War-
rior, member; Courtney Cozad, vice-chairwoman; Zachary Butler, chairman; 
and, Colleen Butler, secretary.

Crowned and introduced at the powwow from left are 2023-2024 tribal royal-
ty:  Little Miss Sac and Fox Nation Mahlea Warrior, Junior Miss Sac and Fox 
Nation Anessa Janae Hamon and Miss Sac and Fox Nation Breanna Pamela 
Butler.
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2023 Sac and Fox Nation
IPRA Rodeo Snapshots

The 2023 Sac and Fox International Pro Rodeo Association (IPRA) was well 
attended June 30 and July 1 at the Sac and Fox Rodeo Arena.  Opening cer-
emonies included Grand Entry led by Miss Teen Rodeo USA Ashley Polson, 
shown above carrying the American Flag.            (All Photos by Mike Brown)

Events at the Sac and Fox IPRA Championship Rodeo included bareback 
riding, shown above, and steer wrestling, breakaway, tie down, calf scramble, 
saddle bronc, team roping, barrel racing, bull riding and mutton bustin’.

Pictured from left while enjoying the IPRA Rodeo are Sac and Fox tribal mem-
bers Rona Kay Goodeagle and Carrie LaDeaux.

Sac and Fox Education Dept.
‘Fun Day’ Highlights

When a rainstorm altered plans for the 2023 Education Dept. ‘Fun Day’ activi-
ties on July 7, Tribal Secretary Lana Butler and Tribal Treasurer Carla Wallace 
braved the weather conditions to assist with the grilling of 400 hotdogs.

Education Dept. Director Edwina Butler-Wolfe, Josh Gibson and Education 
Specialist Justin Morris are shown from left distributing free sack lunches to 
families at the pool pavilion during ‘Fun Day’.  Lunches included grilled hot-
dogs, chips, cookies, water and sports drinks.        (All Photos by Mike Brown) 

After a morning rainstorm moved through the area, families are shown enjoy-
ing lunch at the swimming pool pavilion.

A variety of inflatable bounce houses were available for children to enjoy 
during the Education Dept.’s ‘Fun Day’ festivities.
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2023 Sac and Fox Nation Powwow Highlights

Sac and Fox Historian Juaquin Hamilton is shown serving as master of cere-
monies during Grand Entry at the Stroud Route 66 Coliseum.

U. S. Military Veterans carry the American Flag, the Sac and Fox Nation Flag 
and others during Friday night Grand Entry for the 58th Annual Sac and Fox 
Nation Powwow.                                                     (All Photos by Mike Brown)

Native American dancers of all ages from across the U. S. and Canada reg-
istered for competitions are various categories during the Sac and Fox Pow-
wow.  The 2023 powwow was held nightly in the Stroud Route 66 Coliseum 
due to heavy rains and muddy conditions at Jim Thorpe Memorial Park.

Young dancers from near and far took part in nightly Grand Entry during the 
58th annual event.  

Avis Bear, right, and Avea Bass, of Tama, Iowa, were among those who trav-
eled great distances to attend the 2023 Sac and Fox Powwow.  They are 
shown preparing to take part in Grand Entry.

Ladies are shown during Grand Entry at the Stroud Route 66 Coliseum.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Shown from left offering powwow programs and commemorative t-shirts 
during the powwow are:  Seinna Carter, Tara Carter and Letha Carter.
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RAP Department Application Form

Teen Girls Cloth winners Kathleen Headman, 
Anessa Blackbear, Daelena Tsonetokoy, Amari 
Funmaker.

Teen Girls Fancy/Jingle winners Aria Bates, 
Nazhoni Tsosie, Leilani Shawnee, Tatiana Bar-
sindebar.

Women’s Golden Age Northern winner Anna 
Mae Pushetonequa.

Women’s Golden Age Southern winners Melanie 
Motah, Tonette Ponkilla, Carolyn Littleaxe-Sa-
dongei, Amy Noear.

Photos of the 2023 Sac and Fox Powwow Dance Contest Winners are Provided by the 
Sac and Fox Nation Powwow Committee.  Contestants are shown in random order.

2023 Sac and Fox Powwow Dance Contest Winners Dr. Frances Arpan
To Serve as
Haskell President
 Dr. Francis Arpan, a citizen of the 
Yankton Sioux Tribe, will serve as the 
new president of Haskell Indian Nations 
University. Founded in 1884, Haskell is 
a national center for Indian education, re-
search, and cultural preservation located 
in Lawrence, Kansas.
 “The Haskell National Board of Re-
gents is very excited to welcome Dr. Ar-
pan as our new Haskell Indian Nations 
University president,” said Brittany Hall, 
president of the Haskell Indian Nations 
Board of Regents. 
 Arpan joined the faculty at Haskell in 
May 2022 as the vice president of aca-
demics. He previously served as the dean 
of academics at Sisseton Wahpeton Col-
lege. He also gained professorial experi-
ence at the University of South Dakota, 
South Dakota State University, Aims 
Community College, and Southern New 
Hampshire University.
 “Dr. Arpan comes to Haskell with a re-
cord of success in elevating the quality of 
higher education,” said Tony Dearman, 
director of the Bureau of Indian Educa-
tion. “We look forward to Dr. Arpan’s 
leadership as he champions the universi-
ty’s future as it shapes the next genera-
tion of American Indian leadership.”
 Arpan plans to focus his vision for 
Haskell Indian Nations University on ex-
panding opportunities for Tribal students 
across the country and creating a stu-
dent-centered environment where all can 
develop professionally and personally to 
bring about an exciting and transforma-
tive learning environment.
 “My career in higher education is root-
ed in a foundation of increasing resourc-
es and opportunities for all. What excites 
me the most about the position of presi-
dent at Haskell Indian Nations Universi-
ty is the opportunity to continue working 
with Native students as they strive to at-
tain their greatest capabilities and poten-
tial,” said Dr. Arpan.
 “Higher education and educational 
attainment directly affect individuals’ 
life opportunities. As an academic and 
now Haskell president, I am excited to 
broaden our university’s role in actively 
working with Indigenous communities,” 
Arpan added.
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A Message From Black Hawk Health 
Center Behavioral Health Dept.

Have you heard about 988? 
How does 988 work?
 988 is a direct, three-digit lifeline that 
connects you with trained behavior-
al health professionals that can get all 
Oklahomans the help they need.
Step 1: Call the Lifeline
 It all starts when you call 988. You’ll 
be connected to a mental health profes-
sional to talk you through what’s going 
on and get the resources you need for 
either yourself or your loved one. About 
90% of the time, things can get sorted 
out with just a phone call. But if you 
need more help, we got you.
Step 2: Connect with a Mobile Crisis 
Team
 If you or your loved one need more 
help after your initial phone call, the 988 
call center will send a mobile crisis team 
to assess things and intervene if neces-
sary. About 7 in 10 crises can be resolved 
at this touch point.
Step 3: Get Transportation
 Some people need more in-depth care. 

If this is the case, transportation will be 
provided to help Oklahomans in need 
safely arrive at an Urgent Care and Crisis 
Center.
Step 4: Check In at an Urgent Care and 
Crisis Center
 For those of us that need higher touch 
help, an Urgent Care and Crisis Center 
has your back. These centers are staffed 
24/7/365 with licensed local medical 
professionals, nurses, and peers who 
have been through it themselves. Every 
center accepts both drop-offs from first 
responders and walk-ins.
Step 5: Follow-Up Appointments
 At any point in your journey, the 988 
call center can help set up a same-day 
or next-day appointment with your clos-
est mental health provider. You might 
see a provider to begin therapy, start a 
medication, or in a small number of cas-
es, receive inpatient treatment. 988 has 
this relationship with every Community 
Mental Health, Community Behavioral 
Health, and Comprehensive Community 
Addiction Recovery Center in the state of 
Oklahoma.

 Tribal elder and former Sac and Fox 
Nation official Mary McCormick reports 
making acquaintance with a tribal mem-
ber who traveled from Kirkland, Wash-
ington to attend the 2023 Sac and Fox 
Nation Powwow for the first time.
 Erin Alexander was a guest at the Mc-
Cormick Family camp in Jim Thorpe 
Memorial Park.  Over the course of the 
four-day powwow, she was taken on a 
tour of notable Sac and Fox locations in 
the area, including the birthplace of the 
late Jim Thorpe.
 “I appreciate Erin and others who 
travel great distances to attend our pow-
wow,” said Ms. McCormick.

Alexander Travels
From Washington
State to Attend First
Sac & Fox Powwow

Carbon Monoxide Safety Tips
A Message From the Sac and Fox 

Nation Office of Environmental Services

Prevent Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 
on Your Boat:

 Gasoline-powered engines on boats, 
including on-board generators, produce 
carbon monoxide (CO), a colorless and 
odorless gas that can poison or kill some-
one who breathes too much of it.

How CO Can Build Up In a Boat:
 Larger boats, such as houseboats, 
sometimes have generators that vent 
toward the rear of the boat. This vent-
ing poses a danger of CO poisoning to 
people on the rear swim deck or water 
platform. On larger boats CO builds up 
above the water near the water platform. 
CO that builds up in the air space beneath 
the stern deck or on and near the swim 
deck can kill someone in seconds.
 Traveling at slow speeds or idling in 
the water can cause CO to build up in 
a boat’s cabin, cockpit, bridge, and aft 
deck, or in an open area. Wind from the 
aft section of the boat can increase this 
buildup of CO.
 Back drafting can cause CO to build 
up inside the cabin, cockpit, and bridge 
when a boat is operated at a high bow an-
gle, is improperly or heavily loaded, or 
has an opening that draws in exhaust.

Symptoms of CO Poisoning:
 The most common symptoms of CO 
poisoning are headache, dizziness, weak-
ness, nausea, vomiting, chest pain, and 
confusion. High levels of CO inhalation 

can cause death. CO poisoning can also 
cause you to pass out and fall into the wa-
ter and drown. A person who is sleeping 
or intoxicated can die from CO poisoning 
before ever having symptoms.

How to Prevent 
CO Poisoning on Boats:

 Install and maintain a working CO 
detector listed by Underwriters’ Labo-
ratories (UL) as appropriate for marine 
use inside the boat.  Properly install and 
maintain all fuel-burning engines and ap-
pliances.  Educate all passengers about 
the signs and symptoms of CO poison-
ing.
 Swim and play away from areas where 
engines vent their exhaust.  Watch chil-
dren closely when they play on rear swim 
decks or water platforms.
 Never block exhaust outlets. Block-
ing outlets can cause CO to build up in 
the cabin and cockpit areas–even when 
hatches, windows, portholes, and doors 
are closed.  Dock, beach, or anchor at 
least 20 feet away from the nearest boat 
that is running a generator or engine. Ex-
haust from a nearby vessel can send CO 
into the cabin and cockpit of a boat.
 If you think a person on your boat has 
CO poisoning move him or her to fresh 
air right away and contact the nearest 
emergency services.

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library

 Deep Fork Wildlife Refuge Well
 Remediation Receives Funding
 The Department of the Interior on June 
8 announced a $63.8 million investment 
through President Biden’s Investing in 
America agenda to put people to work 
plugging and remediating orphaned oil 
and gas well sites located in national 
parks, national forests, national wildlife 
refuges, and on other public lands and 
waters. Methane pollution from many of 
these unplugged wells is a serious safety 
hazard and is a significant driver of cli-
mate change, with methane being more 
than 25 times as potent as carbon dioxide 
at trapping heat in the atmosphere.
 This year’s funding to five federal bu-
reaus at the Departments of the Interior 
and Agriculture is part of an overall his-

toric $16 billion investment from Pres-
ident Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law to address legacy pollution across 
the nation that will create good-paying 
union jobs, catalyze economic growth 
and revitalization, improve public safety, 
and reduce harmful methane leaks.
 “Decades of drilling have left behind 
thousands of non-producing wells that 
now threaten the health and wellbeing 
of our communities, our lands, and our 
waters,” said Secretary Deb Haaland. 
“Through President Biden’s Investing 
in America agenda, we are investing in 
the nation’s future by addressing legacy 
pollution on public lands. This funding 
will put Americans to work in good-pay-
ing jobs, while also fueling collaboration 
across a broad coalition of stakeholders 
and engaging communities to work to-
ward sustainable stewardship of the na-
tion’s treasured lands and waters.”
 In Oklahoma, the Deep Fork National 
Wildlife Refuge is designated for the re-
mediation of 45 orphaned well projects.
 The allocation is part of a total of $250 
million provided through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law to clean up orphaned 
well sites on federal public lands. This 
year’s funding nearly doubles the invest-
ment in reclamation efforts during the 
program’s first year, expanding existing 
projects and undertaking new initiatives 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic 
Circle.
 In addition to these projects led by fed-
eral bureaus, $560 million in initial grants 
was awarded to states last year to address 
orphaned oil and gas wells on state and 
private lands as part of this historic eco-
nomic and environmental investment.

OHS Director 
Appointed to
Rt. 66 Commission
 Trait Thompson, executive director of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society, was ap-
pointed to the Route 66 Centennial Com-
mission by President Joe Biden. Congress 
established the Commission to study and 
make recommendations on how to cele-
brate the centennial anniversary of Route 
66 in 2026.
 “I would like to thank Senator Mitch 
McConnell for nominating me to the fed-
eral Route 66 Centennial Commission and 
President Joe Biden for appointing me. It 
is an honor to represent Oklahoma on this 
distinguished panel,” said Thompson.  
 Route 66 was established on November 
11, 1926, by the American Association of 
State Highway Officials. The new highway 
was 2,400 miles long and wound through 
eight states, including Oklahoma. It was 
not completely paved until 12 years after 
its designation. 
 With the establishment of the interstate 
highway system, Route 66 lost much of its 
traffic and was decommissioned as a fed-
eral highway on June 27, 1985. Oklahoma 
still has more than 400 drivable miles of 
Route 66 today. The Oklahoma Route 66 
Museum in Clinton offers visitors a per-
sonal journey through the history of the 
nation’s most revered highway.
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Junior Boys Fancy/Grass winners Pacer Yel-
lowfish, Kyonn Demarce, Kellen Sawney, Lerris 
Keahna-Cable.

2023 
Sac and Fox 

Nation
Powwow 

Dance Contest
Winners

Junior Boys Straight winners Touch Cloud 
Watan, Rambo Dunbar, Reignen Yellowfish, 
Heston Echohawk.

Junior Boys Traditional winners Orion Cervant-
es, Sky Wildcat, Nico Banks, Sabian Shawnee.

Junior Girls Buckskin winners Nahmi Wetselline 
and Jacklynn Bighorse.

Junior Girls Cloth winners Emarie Standsback, 
Wastatse Hammer, Lamiyah Moore, Mahlea 
Warrior.

Junior Girls Fancy/Jingle winners Raylee 
Primeaux, Audriana Barcindebar, Ivy Williams, 
Ember Primeaux. Junior Men’s Fancy winners Billy Pewo Jr., Ry-

land Moore, Sonny Moore, Graycloud Lieb.
Junior Men’s Grass winners Joel Wood, Wesley 
Littlecook, Wolf Leitka, T. J. Tanyan.

Junior Men’s Straight winners Cory Chasenah, 
Anthony Kemble Sr., Joseph Pratt, Keetha Buf-
falohead.

Junior Men’s Traditional winners Tom Calderon, 
Ho-ke-Ma Harlan, Kyle Sine, Nolan Shawnee. Junior Women Buckskin winners J’Shen Tsosie, 

Nuka Nivy Yarholar, Jewel Horinek, Catherine 
Howell.

Junior Women Fancy winners Aki Bates, Shelby 
Snyder, Rose Goodeagle, Nicole Ponkilla.

Junior Women’s Cloth winners Toahani Williams, 
Charlsie Callshim, Blake Cunningham, Bethany 
Jo Dupoint.

Junior Women’s Jingle winners - Keilyn Factor, 
Erin Roberts, Shaydee Pretends Eagle, Janae 
Grass.

Photos of the 2023 Sac and Fox Powwow Dance Contest Winners are Provided by the 
Sac and Fox Nation Powwow Committee.  Contestants are shown in random order.
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2023 
Sac and Fox 

Nation
Powwow 

Dance Contest
Winners

Photos of the 2023 Sac and Fox Powwow Dance Contest Winners are Provided by the 
Sac and Fox Nation Powwow Committee.  Contestants are shown in random order.

Men’s Golden Age Northern winners Loren-
zo Beard, John Butler, Pete Moore Jr., Wayne 
Pushetonequa.

Men’s Golden Age Southern winners Darrell 
Wildcat, Terry Tsotigh, Henry Hunter, Randy 
Moore.

Senior Men’s Fancy winners Marcus Thompson, 
J. R. Lonelodge, Sly Isaac.

Senior Men’s Grass winners B. C. Daugherty, 
Derek Howell, D. J. Yarholar.

Senior Men’s Straight winners Otto Hamil-
ton, Patrick Moore Jr., Eddy Harris, Eagleboy 
Whiteshield.

Senior Men’s Traditional winners Johnson Taylor, 
Aaron Hedgepeth, John Arkeketa, Louie Sage.

Senior Women’s Buckskin winners Raylene 
Echohawk, Telly Leib, Erin Chibitty, Crystal Light-
foot. Senior Women’s Cloth winners Nico Ross, Lau-

ra Sage, Ursula Hill.

Senior Women’s Fancy winners Katy Isen-
nock, Beatrice Fingernail, Yolanda Whiteman 
Valenquela.

Senior Women’s Jingle winners Regina Young-
bear, Jennifer Youngbear, Donnie Grace Pewo, 
Starr Roubideau.

Teen Boys Fancy winners Alec Kent, Jacoby 
Shawnee, Jude Yarholar, Chaske Hill.

Teen Boys Straight winners Blain Hipp, William 
Hamilton, Antwine Hamilton, Darian Bemo.

Teen Boys Traditional winners Leland Hamil-
ton-Youngbird, Newton Kemble, Andrian Red-
bird, Aison Funmaker.

Teen Girls Buckskin winners Anais Bullcoming, 
Naumi Yarholar, Ann Marie Cometsenah.jpg
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