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Sexual Assault Awareness Information Provided on ‘Denim Day’

by Mike Brown

The Sac and Fox Division for
Victims of Crime observed ‘Den-
im Day’ on April 26 with a focus
on sexual assault awareness. Vic-
tim advocates and services coor-
dinators Kristi Richardson and
Brittney Melton provided sexual
assault awareness information
along with refreshments and
t-shirts in the Sac and Fox Nation
Justice Center Lobby.

The ‘Denim Day’ story began
in Italy in 1992, when an 18-year
old girl was raped by the 45-year
old driving instructor who was
taking her to her very first driving
lesson. She reported the rape and
the perpetrator was arrested and
prosecuted. He was convicted of
rape and sentenced to jail.

Years later, he appealed the
conviction claiming that they had
consensual sex. The ltalian Su-
preme Court overturned the con-
viction and the perpetrator was
released. A statement from the
Court argued that because the vic-
tim was wearing very tight jeans,
she had to help him remove them,
and by removing the jeans it was

By Sac and Fox Advocates for Victims of Crime

not rape but consensual sex.
This became known throughout
Italy as the “jeans alibi.”

Enraged by the verdict, the
women in the Italian Parliament
launched a protest wearing jeans
on the steps of the Supreme
Court. This protest was picked
up by international media,
which inspired the California
Senate and Assembly to do the
same on the steps of the Capitol
in Sacramento.

Patti Occhiuzzo Giggans, Ex-
ecutive Director of Peace Over
Violence, saw this in the media
and thought everyone should
be wearing jeans to protest all
of the myths about why women
and girls are raped. Denim Day
in Los Angeles was established.
The first Denim Day event was
held in April 1999, and has con-
tinued annually since.

In 2020, Oklahoma law en-
forcement agencies, including
tribal agencies, reported 2,245
forcible and attempted rapes.

Sovereignty Symposium Set for
June 13-14 at the Skirvin in OKC

The Sovereignty Symposium
is a national event held for the
past 35 years in Oklahoma to
provide a forum in which ideas
concerning common legal issues
among those in the legal profes-
sions, federal and state officials,
and the state’s Native Amer-
ican tribes can be exchanged
in a scholarly, non-adversarial
environment. It was originally

established by the Oklahoma
Supreme Court with this being
the first year Oklahoma City
University will be involved in
the symposium.

This year’s symposium will
take place June 13-14, 2023,
at the Skirvin Hilton Hotel in
downtown Oklahoma City. Ti-
tled “Treaties,” the keynote
speaker will be Baroness Emma
Nicholson of Winterbourne,
a life peer and member of the
House of Lords in the United
Kingdom.

OCU law houses the Ameri-
can Indian Law and Sovereignty
Center as well as its American
Indian Wills Clinic. OCU Pres-
ident Kenneth Evans explains
further, “Oklahoma City Uni-
versity is honored to be able to
host and administer the Sover-
eignty Symposium for years to
come. Our School of Law and
our university at-large empha-
size collaboration with Oklaho-
ma’s 39 tribal governments and
their citizens. Hosting the sym-
posium is a natural extension of
our continuing efforts.”

For more information or to
register to attend, please go to
thesovereigntysymposium.com.
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DEADLINE has been

4

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Pow wow Grounds Pavilion Application

2023. All applications will have to be turned
in no later than Friday, June 30, 2023.

changed to June 30,

Sac and Fox Nation
Election Dates

Primary Election: Saturday, June 3, 2023
General Election: Saturday, August 26, 2023

Business Committee Positions Due Election are:
Principal Chief, Second Chief, and
Committee Member

Grievance Committee Positions Due Election are:
Grievance Committee #1, and
Grievance Committee #2

Find more Primary and General Election
Information on Page 5 of this edition.

Out of 160 individuals arrested
for rape, 90 percent of those ar-
rested were adults, and 10 per-
cent were juveniles. According

to the Oklahoma State Bureau of
Investigation, the top five coun-
ties with the highest numbers
of reported rates in 2020 were:

Oklahoma, Tulsa, Cleveland,
Comanche and Payne Counties.
In observation of Denim Day,
the Sac and Fox Nation Business
Committee gave approval for all
Nation employees to wear den-
im jeans to work on April 26.

Sac and Fox Nation Division for Victims of Crime staff members Kristi Richardson and Brittney
Melton are shown from left in the Justice Center lobby while providing information on available
services and other information on sexual assault awareness in observation of ‘Denim Day.’

(Photo by Mike Brown)

Margaret Ellis-Stevens and Stella Nullake
Receive ‘Mother of the Year’ Honors

Anna Kilgore places a shawl on Margaret Ellis-Stevens, who was named 2019 ‘Mother of the
Year’ during a Mothers Day Honor Dance held May 14 in the Sac and Fox Community Bldg.
Looking on at left is Stella Nullake, who was named 2023 Mother of the Year by the Sac and
Fox Elders Advisory Committee. See more photos inside.

(Photo courtesy of Juaquin Hamilton)

Head Singer Nicholas Wahpepah and Open Drums took part in the Sac and Fox Nation Moth-
er’s Day Honor Dance sponsored May 13 by the Elders Advisory Committee in the Commu-

nity Building.

(Photo by Mike Brown)
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Sac and Fox News
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located on SH 99, six miles south of
Stroud, OK.

Mailing address:

Sac and Fox Nation
Administration Building
920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
Stroud, OK 74079
Phone: 918-968-3526
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The Sac & Fox News is the official
publication of the Sac and Fox
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tribal members information needs
concerning the Nation.

The Sac & Fox Newsismailed free,
one per address, to enrolled Sac and
Fox tribal members. Paid subscriptions
areavailable for $12.00 annually.

Editoria statements, guest columns,
and letters to the editor published in
this newspaper contain the opinions
of the writers. These opinions do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Sac and Fox News staff or any
elected official or department of tribal
government or administration.

The Sac and Fox News reserves the
right to refuse publication of letters to
the editor. All editorials and letters to
the editor become the property of the
Sac and Fox News.

Submissions for publication must
be signed by the author and include
an address and contact phone number.
They are limited to 300 words. The
staff will not edit editorials or letters
to the editor to fit the 300-word limit.

Deadinefor the July ISUels

Tuesday, June20at 4:30pm.
Reprint permission is granted, with
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News,
unless other copyrights are shown.
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e-mail:newspaper @sacandfoxnation-
NsN.gov.

Address correctionsand changes are
accepted by the Business Committee
at the address listed below.

Managing Editor
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Secretary:

Lana Butler
Telephone (918) 968-3526
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Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1006
treasurer @sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Committee Member:
Robert Williamson
Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1005
cmember @sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
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Pam Patterson
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Obituaries

Sarah Renee Brown was born in Shat-
tuck, Okla. onJanuary 11, 1985 to Spence
and Janet Hummel. Sarah married Kyle
Brown October 11, 2014 and the couple
made their home in Sapulpa, Oklahoma.
Sarah passed away unexpectedly on May
1, 2023 at the age of 38 years old.

Sarah graduated from Shattuck High
School in 2003 and attended the Uni-
versity of Tulsa. Sarah completed her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology
with certificates in Legal and Women’s
Studies in 2007. She then continued her
education at University of Tulsa College
of Law, completing her Juris Doctor in
2010. Sarah was admitted to the Oklaho-
ma Bar Association in September 2010.

She was also a member of Tulsa Coun-
ty and the Cherokee Nation Bar Associ-
ations. At the time of her death she was
a well-respected and recognized member
of the Oklahoma legal community. Sar-
ah was a life-long learner and completed
a certificate in Sustainable Capitalism
and ESG (Environmental, Social, Gov-
ernance) from U.C. Berkeley School of
Law in 2022. She was also part of the
2018 graduating class of Leadership Na-
tive Oklahoma through the American

Seals Earns Place
In Udall Program

The NASNTI REACHE Program at
East Central University ha announced
Delanie Seals, a senior Legal Studies
major, has been accepted into the pres-
tigious Udall Native American Congres-
sional Internship program.

Seals is from Ada, Okla. and is a mem-
ber of the Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Sac
and Fox Nations. She has been involved
in advocacy of various issues since she
was in high school, including fighting to
end discriminatory dress codes and advo-
cating for more just police policies.

Seals currently is an intern for the
Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, pres-
ident of the ECU Student Government
Association and a member of the ECU
Native American Student Association.
Seals’ accolades at ECU include the 2022
Spirit of MLK Award and the 2020 Shir-
ley Mixon Trailblazer award.

Seals has also devoted her time to a re-
search project demonstrating the effects
of the U.S. Supreme Court case McGirt
v. Oklahoma on both tribal nations and
the State of Oklahoma and is writing a
thesis about tribal criminal jurisdictional
matters for the ECU Honors Program.
She plans to go to law school after get-
ting her undergraduate degree, and work
for a political and legal advocacy organi-
zation after.

“Being able to participate in the Udall
Internship will give me the chance to
learn about the federal legislative pro-
cess,” Seals said, “to build connections
with political and legal professionals, to
learn more about tribal sovereignty, and
to understand the relationship between
the federal government and tribal na-
tions.”

Sarah Renee Brown

Indian Chamber of Commerce of Okla-
homa.

After graduating from law school, Sar-
ah started her legal career with the Tulsa
City Council. Her career quickly took
off and she expanded her legal resume
to include judgeships for the cities of
Tulsa and Depew, policy analyst for the
Sac and Fox Nation, professor at Oral
Roberts University and The University
of Arkansas, and her own private legal
practice. Sarah was proud to have been a
Tulsa ‘30 Under 30’ honoree.

Sarah supported and volunteered
much of her time with Tulsa Lawyers
for Children. She was appointed to the
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of
Women in 2016. Sarah was also a pro-
fessional photographer, with pieces most
recently featured as a contemporary art-
ist in the Hogue 125 Inspired Oklahoma
Landscape exhibit. She also had a pas-
sion for family genealogy and her Native
American heritage as a proud descendant
of the Cherokee Nation and Lakota Sioux
tribes.

A celebration of life was held at the
Reynolds Center in Tulsa on Sunday,
May 7, 2023.

Sarah is survived by her husband,
Kyle; parents, Spence and Janet Hum-

Abney, Sharon Kay
Ahgoom, Ronald Wayne
Alexander, Edmond Jacob Jr.
Alexander, Erin Casey
Allen, Viola Kay

Britt, Mary Sue

Brown, Stewart Matthew
Bushyhead, David Wade
Coombs, Diane Elizabeth
Delaware, Rodney Keith
Eldredge, Larry Ernest
Ellis, Linda Sue
Franklin, Carole Ann
Franklin, Martin Edward
Galloway, Ronald Lee
Garrison, Shirley Jean
Goodeagle, Ronald Charles Jr.
Grant, Lisa Renee
Grass, Michael Lynn
Grass, William Lloyd
Gray, John David

Hale, Angela Dawn
Hilligoss, Ramona Ann
Hocker, David D
Hodgens, Gary Wayne
Holly, Jacqueline Allene
Hoskins, James Evans
Hutchens, Brenda June
Johnson, Ramona Marie
Lack, Murna Lee

Lane, Charlotte Estelle
Long, Becky Marie
Long, Lamont L

mel; brothers, Paul Hummel (Heath-
er, nieces, Maya and Laken) and Nick
Hummel (Kristin, nephews, Price and
Park); Kyle’s parents, David and Char-
lotte Brown; and twin sister, Christen
Robinson; and, many close friends and
colleagues.

Sarah Renee Brown

Longshore, Roy Dale
Lovelady, Pearl Darlene
Macy, Lisa Louise
Mascorro, David Jon
McAllister, Sharron
Nelson, John Wallace
Pawling, Richard Leroy Jr.
Perry, Allyson Beth
Preston, Roseanna Frances
Quintana, Hilda

Rhodd, Connie Paulette
Rivas, Daniel Jr.
Roubidoux, Linus
Saulsberry, Clyde

Smith, Deborah Lou
Springer, Peggy Melody
Tate, Sherri Leigh

Tipton, Bobbe Ann
Trammell, Frederick Allen
Trammell, Michael Steven
Vigo, Lori Lynn

Wachter, Deborah Diane
Wakolee, Angela Sue
Wallace, Charles William
Wallace, Cheryl Denise
Wapskineh, Verna Lavene
Ward, Larry James
Williams, Phyllis Marie
Wilson, Alphues Christjohn Jr.
Wilson, Oresa June
Wolftongue, Elizabeth June
Yarbrough, Basil R

York, David Paul
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| Garden Tool Sets, Vegetable Seeds Distributed at Black Hawk Health Center

Joyce Wolfe is pictured May 3 at Black Hawk Health Center after receiving
a garden tool set and garden seed packets distributed by the Sac and Fox
Nation Special Diabetes Program. Shown from left distributing the items are
Exercise Specialist Anthony Ramirez and Dietitian Josh Nooner.

(Photo by Mike Brown)

Black Hawk Health Center
Is Open and We Are Seeing Patients!

Call to Schedule an Appointment
918/968-9531

Partnership to Preserve Indian Boarding School Oral History, Records

The Department of the Interior and
National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) on April 26 announced a new in-
ter-agency partnership to expand the Fed-
eral Indian Boarding School Initiative
through the collection of oral histories
and digitization of records documenting
the experiences of survivors and descen-
dants of federal Indian boarding school
policies.

NEH has committed $4 million to sup-
port the digitization of records from the
United States’ system of 408 federal In-
dian boarding schools and the creation of
a permanent oral history collection, doc-
umenting the experiences of the genera-
tions of Indigenous students who passed
through the federal boarding school sys-
tem.

The Federal Indian Boarding School
Initiative is an ongoing, comprehensive
effort by the Interior Department to rec-
ognize the troubled legacy of federal In-
dian boarding school policies with the
goal of addressing their intergenerational
impact and shedding light on the traumas
of the past.

“Federal Indian boarding school poli-
cies have touched every Indigenous per-
son | know. Deeply ingrained in so many
of us is the trauma that these policies
and these places have inflicted. This is
the first time in history that a U.S. Cab-
inet Secretary comes to the table with
this shared trauma, and I’m determined
to use my position to help communities
heal,” said Secretary Deb Haaland. “This
is one step, among many, that we will
take to strengthen and rebuild the bonds
within Native communities that federal
Indian boarding school policies set out to
break.”

“The policies of the federal Indian
boarding school system have had a pro-
found and lasting impact on Native com-
munities,” said NEH Chair Shelly C.
Lowe (Navajo). “The first step toward
addressing the intergenerational conse-
quences of these schools is to squarely
acknowledge and examine the history
of a federal system intended to separate
families, erase Native languages and cul-
tures, and dispossess Native peoples of
their land. NEH is proud to join with the
Department of the Interior in this import-
ant effort to shed light on this chapter of
our country’s history.”

Creating a permanent oral history
program on the history of federal Indian
boarding schools has never before been
undertaken by the U.S. government and
is a resource that has been requested by
Indigenous communities. The Depart-
ment’s oral history project will ensure

" Business Committee Meeting Minutes )
are accessible on the Website
sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino
Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library

stories and experiences that survivors
share can be understood and learned
from for future generations.

In May 2022, Secretary Haaland and
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs
Bryan Newland released Volume 1 of
the investigative report called for as part
of the Federal Indian Boarding School
Initiative. The report represented a sig-
nificant step by the federal government
to comprehensively address the facts and
consequences of historical federal Indian
boarding school policies, which resulted
in the twin goals of cultural assimilation
and territorial dispossession of Indige-
nous peoples through the forced removal
and relocation of their children. Volume
2 is expected to be published by the end
of 2023.

As part of the Federal Indian Boarding
School Initiative and in response to rec-
ommendations from the report, Secretary
Haaland launched “The Road to Heal-
ing.” This year-long commitment to trav-
el across the country is giving Indigenous
survivors the opportunity to share their
stories and be connected with trauma-in-
formed support. NEH’s Chair Lowe has
joined Interior Department staff at sev-
eral stops on “The Road to Healing,” in-
cluding this week’s event on the Tulalip
Reservation in Washington State. The
oral history project will build on this ef-
fort to create space for survivors. Details
regarding the facilitation of this effort
will be released in the coming weeks.

In addition to NEH’s direct support for
the Interior Department’s Federal Indian

Boarding School Initiative, NEH will
also fund related humanities programs,
including scholarly research, conven-
ings, and educational programs that fur-
ther public understanding of the history
and impact of the federal Indian boarding
school system. This funding builds upon
previous NEH-supported work such as
the Heard Museum’s Away From Home
permanent exhibition of American Indi-
an boarding school stories, and the Ge-
noa Indian School Digital Reconciliation
Project, which is digitizing and transcrib-
ing government records, photographs,
oral histories, and other historical mate-
rials documenting the experience of Na-
tive American children who attended the
Genoa U.S. Indian School in Nebraska
between 1884 and 1934.
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[ Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News by Edwina Butler-wolfe ]

Hello! Sac and Fox Tribal Members

The Education Department is wrap-
ping up the ‘Every Student Success
Act’ (ESSA) consultations’ with all the
surrounding public schools. We had
29 ESSA Consultations from January
through May of 2023.

Who is required to have consultation
with tribes and nations? Schools that re-
ceive Indian Education Funding through
Title VI Programs. Schools that receive
Title VI funding of $40,000.00 dollars
and more should be contacting tribes and
nations to consult with their use of fed-
eral funding. It is the tribes’ and nations’
responsibility to inquire as to how the
federal dollars are being spent towards
our Native American Students that at-
tend that public school.

Questions should also be asked about
Title I, Part A3; Part C and Part D, Title
I, Part A, Title I, Part A, Title IV, Part
B, Title V, Part B, Subpart 2.  School
Year 2021-22 data show for American
Indian and Alaska Native Students in
Oklahoma that attend public school the
total is 156,526 students. There are 412
districts or schools eligible to receive Ti-
tle VI funding in Oklahoma.

List of Schools we consulted with:
SAC AND FOX STUDENTS ATTEND-
ING: SHAWNEE PUBLIC SCHOOL
110; CUSHING PUBLIC SCHOOL
41; NORTH ROCK CREEK PUBLIC

Jazmine H. Grass
Graduates From
Putnam City West

Sac and Fox tribal member Jazmine
Helena Grass graduated May 13,
2023 from Putnam City West High
School in Oklahoma City. She is the
daughter of Roberto Grass Sr. and
Jolene Dorsey. She will continue her
journey this fall at Oklahoma State
University in Stillwater.

(Photo provided)

SCHOOL 35; TECUMSEH PUBLIC
SCHOOL 33; OKLAHOMACITY PUB-
LIC SCHOOL 30; PLEASANT GROVE
PUBLIC SCHOOL 20; MOORE PUB-
LIC SCHOOL 17; STILLWATER PUB-
LIC SCHOOL 16; PRAGUE PUBLIC
SCHOOL 15; NORMAN PUBLIC
SCHOOL 15; MID-DEL PUBLIC
SCHOOL 10; CHOCTAW PUBLIC
SCHOOL 9; PUTNUM CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOL 7; and, WESTERN HEIGHTS
PUBLIC SCHOOL 7.

Also, TULSA PUBLIC SCHOOL
6; GROVE PUBLIC SCHOOL 3; Mc-
LOUD PUBLIC SCHOOL 3; MUS-
TANG PUBLIC SCHOOL 3; RIPLEY
PUBLIC SCHOOL 2; SEMINOLE
PUBLIC SCHOOL 2; PIEDMONT
PUBLIC SCHOOL 2; CRESENT PUB-
LIC SCHOOL 2; GUTHRIE PUBLIC
SCHOOL 2; DEER CREEK PUBLIC
SCHOOL 2; CLEVELAND PUBLIC
SCHOOL 1; NEWCASTLE PUB-
LIC SCHOOL 1; EDMOND PUBLIC
SCHOOL 0; LATTA PUBLIC SCHOOL
0; and, BYNG PUBLIC SCHOOL 0.

Update on the Senate Bill 429, allow-
ing students enrolled in certain schools or
institutions to wear tribal regalia during
graduation ceremonies: The first read-
ing, February 6, 2023, authored by Sen-
ator John Michael Montgomery, District
32 and Coauthored by Representative
Trey Caldwell, District 63; Second read-
ing referred to Education February 7,
2023, passed unanimously 45 Ayes and
0 Nays.

Bill was sent to the House: first read-
ing March 23, 2023; Second reading re-
ferred to Common Education March 29,
2023, April 11, 2023 Common Education
Committee passed unanimously. Gen-
eral order third reading April 24, 2023:
House Floor passed Ayes 90, Nays 1.

Bryant Walker
Graduates From
Kindergarten

Janessa Rolette
Graduates From
Kindergarten

JANESSA ROLETTE, KINDER-
GARTEN GRADUATE, SAC AND
FOX TRIBAL MEMBER, GRADU-
ATED FROM KINDERGARTEN AT
TECUMSEH EARLY CHILDHOOD
CENTER. JANESSA RECEIVED
THE ATHLETIC AWARD OUT OF 4
KINDERGARTEN CLASSES OF 20
STUDENTS PER CLASS. Janessa
is the daughter of Stuart Rolette, Sac
and Fox Tribal Member, and Tiffany
LittleCreek, Absentee Shawnee. She
is the granddaughter to the late Pam
Butler-Rolette, Sac and Fox, and the
late Gary Rolette, Sac and Fox, the
late Deloris LittleCreek and Arnold
LittleCreek.

BRYANT WALKER, SAC AND FOX
TRIBAL MEMBER, GRADUAT-
ED FROM KINDERGARTEN AT
PRAGUE PUBLIC SCHOOL. BRY-
ANT IS THE SON OF WHITNEY
STANDING, SAC AND FOX MEM-
BER AND CAMERION WALKER,
SAC AND FOX MEMBER.

Kobie Peacock
Graduates in
Bismark, N. Dakota

Kobie Peacock, Sac and Fox mem-
ber, graduated from United Tribes
Technical College, Bismark, North
Dakota. Kobie received his Certifi-
cate of Degree in Heavy Equipment
on May 12, 2023.

Bill signed, returned to Senate, referred
for enrollment April 24, 2023. Enrolled
to House and signed, returned to Senate
on April 25, 2023. Sent to the Governor
for signature April 23, 2023. Governor
vetoed May 1, 2023.

On April 22, 2023, the Education
Department held the first annual Senior
High School Graduate Banquet at the
Grand Casino. We had 16 RSVP call-ins,
and 9 graduates showed up for the event.

List of students that attended: Ashley
Callan, Elk City High School; Caitlyn
Nanaeto, North Rock Creek High School;
Isaac Grant, Carl Albert High School,;
Jadence Sanders, Prague High School;
Jazmine Grass, Putnam City West High
School; Katelynn Gregory, Northwest
Classen High School; Merry Henderson,
Classen School for Advanced Students;
Mindy Wildcat, Varnum High School,;
and, Tyrone Butler, Agra High School.

Each student was honored with a
Chromebook and Pendleton laptop case
and Pendleton Spa Towel. Also, each stu-
dent was given a Sac and Fox Graduation
Stole. Acting Chief Angela Gasper, Sec-
retary Lana Butler and Treasurer Carla
Wallace were present to honor students
with the gifts.

Sac and Fox Senior graduates who
were unable to attend may come by the
Education Department Office and pick
up their Pendleton Spa Towel and lap top
case.

Only the students who attended the
banquet will receive a Chromebook.
PLEASE BRING YOUR SAC AND
FOX TRIBAL ENROLLMENT CARD
WHEN PICKING UP YOUR GIFT.
ITEMS WILL NOT BE MAIL OUT,
YOU WILL HAVE TO PICK THEM UP.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

¢ JUNE 30, 2023 IS THE DEADLINE
TO APPLY FOR COLLEGE FALL SE-
MESTER 2023. ALL APPLICATIONS
MUST BE COMPLETE ON OR BE-
FORE JUNE 30, 2023.

¢ JULY 1, 2023 IS THE START FOR
RAP CLOTHING AND SCHOOL SUP-
PLY APPLICATION. APPLICATION
MUST BE SIGN BY THE SCHOOL
AND A COPY OF STUDENT SAC
AND FOX ENROLLMENT CARD.
PLEASE DO NOT SEND IN APPLI-
CATION WITHOUT A COPY OF STU-
DENT SAC AND FOX ENROLLMENT
CARD.

¢ JULY 1, 2023 ISALSO THE START
FOR JOHNSON O’MALLEY APPLI-
CATION. IF YOUR CHILD/CHIL-
DREN ARE ENROLL IN THE FOL-
LOWING SCHOOLS PLEASE FILL
OUT A JOM APLLICATION: AGRA,
CHANDLER, CUSHING, DAVEN-
PORT, GROVE (SHAWNEE LOCA-
TION), MEEKER, NORTH ROCK
CREEK, PLEASANT GROVE (SHAW-
NEE LOCATION), PRAGUE, RIP-
LEY, SHAWNEE, STROUD PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

ANY NATIVE AMERICAN INDI-
AN STUDENT THAT IS ENROLL IN A
FEDERALLY RECONIZED INDIAN
TRIBE AND NATION ARE ELIGIBLE
FOR SERVICES THROUGH THE SAC
AND FOX NATION JOM PROGRAM.

If you have any questions please call
the Sac and Fox Nation Education De-
partment. 918 968-3526, extensions
2043 Justin Morris or 2046 Edwina But-
ler-Wolfe.

Thank you,

Edwina Butler-Wolfe
Director of Education
Sac and Fox Nation

Those attending the Sac and Fox Senior Banquet on April 22, 2023 at the
Grand Casino shown front row from left are: KATELYNN GREGORY, North-
west High School, JAZMINE GRASS, Putnam City High School, CAITLYN
NANAETO, North Rock Creek High School, ISAAC GRASS, Carl Albert High
School, TYRONE BUTLER, Agra High School. Back row from left: MINDY
WILDCAT, Varnum High School, JADENCE SANDERS, Prague High School,
MERRY HENDERSON, Classen School of Advanced Studies, ASHLEY CAL-

LAN, Elk City High School.

(Photo Provided)

Sac and Fox Sisters Graduate

Alivia Grass, Sac and Fox tribal member shown at right, is a 8th grade grad-
uate from Pleasant Grove School, (Shawnee, OK). She graduated with mul-
tiple honors: Principals Honor Roll all year, including ‘Student of Today’ giv-
en by the Masonic Fraternity of Oklahoma. Alivia is the daughter of Amelia
Grass, Sac and Fox, and granddaughter to the late Sam Grass, Sac and Fox
and, late Billie Grass, Absentee Shawnee. Jessamae Foreman, shown at
left, Sac and Fox tribal member, is a kindergarten graduate from Pleasant

Grove Public School (Shawnee, OK).

She is the daughter of Amelia Grass,

Sac and Fox, and granddaughter to the late Sam Grass, Sac and Fox and the

late Billie Grass, Absentee Shawnee.

(Photos Provided)

/

See More
Graduation
Photos
on
Page 5.
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< Sac and Fox Nation 2023 Election Dates to Remember >

Driskell Graduates at Shawnee H.S.

Bradley Driskell is a graduate of
Shawnee Public Schools. His par-
ents are: James and Leanna Dris-
kell (Blackburn), and his grandpar-
ents are Richard and Tina Blackburn
(Brown).

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino
Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library
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SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

Indians are born speaking our languages. For some of us, they lie
dormant within our bodies. They are looking for a way out. God gave
us these beautiful languages. All of us hold them in a sacred manner
within. There is no such thing as an Indian person who cannot speak
Indian.

Our language programs find these languages within our bodies.
They bring them out through our mouths and deliver them to their
rightful resting places within our hearts.

June Comic
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(Business Committee Meeting Minutes) (Business Committee Meeting Minutes)

June Word Search

Currently open positions include: «Tax Commission (3) eHealth Board (5) and «SBEB (1)
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Community Nutrition Champions are pictured with OKTEP staff outside the
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuguerque, New Mexico. Pictured back
row left to right: Edlyn Marquez, Victoria Battise, Lyle Silversmith, Alex Hainta
and Bryant Sowsonicut. Middle row: Channa Tiger, Edwina Sanchez, Jea-
nette Francisco, Amanda Hoffman, Whitney Weryackwe, Jennifer Boynton,
Michele Alphus and Johanna Tenorio. Front row: Tiffany Grant, Teresa Jack-

son and Kelli Begay.

(Photo provided)

USDA Staff Members Attend
Regional Nutrition Training

Channa Tiger, Distribution Manag-
er for the Sac and Fox Nation’s Stroud
USDA Distribution Center and Edlyn
Marquez, Program Support Specialist
(Stroud USDA) were among Southwest-
ern Region FDPIR staff members at-
tending Community Nutrition Champi-
on Training (CNCT) held March 28-29,
2023, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, as
part of a three-year cooperative agree-
ment between the Oklahoma Tribal En-
gagement Partners (OKTEP) and USDA
FNS.

CNCT is a nutrition paraprofessional
curriculum designed to provide nutrition
education training to non-nutrition pro-
fessionals who work in FDPIR and en-
gage with participants. Attendees, who
are referred to as ‘“champions,” hold
many FDPIR positions, such as intake
and eligibility support specialists, out-
reach personnel, and warehouse workers.

Elders Lawn
Care Services
Program
Guidelines

This program is designed to
provide Lawn Care Services for
the safety and healthy daily liv-
ing needs of all our eligible Sac
and Fox Nation Tribal Member
Elders and those members who
are physically disabled and can-
not safely perform Lawn Care
themselves, regardless of loca-
tion/residency.

« Applicant(s) must be an en-
rolled member of the Sac and
Fox Nation age 55 or older, or
who is physically disabled and
residing within or out of juris-
diction.

« Participants will have their
lawns cut Two (2) times per
month for 6 (six) months, based
on available finding and number
of participants served.

« Funding for this program is
limited and each application
will be processed in the order in
which it was received. This pro-
gram will fund as many Trib-
al Member requests as funding
will permit. However, prefer-
ence may be given to emergency
situations.

o Applicants claiming a physical
disability MUST provide a phy-
sician’s statement.

Learning activities covered in the
training included: « MyPlate nutrition; e
Food labels; » Food safety; ¢ Cooking ba-
sics; ¢ Recipe basics; * Recipe modifica-
tion; ¢ Planning, conducting, performing,
and evaluating cooking demonstrations.

April 19, 2023
To Sac and Fox News:

For my uncle, Sac and Fox tribal
member Terry Billiman: Thank you to
everyone who helped my cousin bury
my last uncle on my mother’s side. My
mother is Mary Billiman, also a Sac and
Fox tribal member. Lydia Grant is my
grandmother, and Fannie Tyner is my
great-grandmother. We are from the
Peace Clan.

I wish everything happened with per-
fect timing. | didn’t get out in time to see
you on your way. If only I knew how
much it would hurt to lose a family mem-
ber, how it would impact my prison stay
here. | lost my soul mate Marvis Lee,
my brother Randlet, and now my Uncle
Terry.

It cut deep like a knife. | feel so locked
up with my emotions. | just want to get

Letter to Editor

out and be with my family, cry on their
shoulders because | lost a lot of family.
I wish it wasn’t me who had to stay be-
hind. | say to myself every day, “Get up,
overcome the tasks for the day, pray, and
stay productive.

When I do find my place in life, my
strength, my balance, my happiness, |
want you to see that | did it! | made it
happen! | promise to get my kids back;
to be there every milestone, every wak-
ing moment. No more absence. No more
loneliness. No more growing up without
a mom. Reunite with my people.

| am a strong indigenous woman. My
people run through me and | carry my
people in me. Aho. Usqualii-Hopi-Na-
vajo-Sac and Fox Nation. Bye,

Shaandiin Sekayumptewa
Sac and Fox Tribal Member

non-tribal members.

Activity Committee Announcement

The Sac & Fox Nation Activity Committee is comprised
of tribal member volunteers who have the desire to pro-
mote activities within our tribe. The Activity Committee
is open to all Sac & Fox Nation tribal members as well as

Beginning in June the Activity Committee will hold a
regular meeting the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30
pm in the Shawnee Multi-Purpose Building. Meetings
are open to the public. The Activity Committee encour-
ages membership, ideas, suggestions and/or concerns of
the organization and hosting events.
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2023 Mother’s Day Honor Dance
Snapshots

Sac and Fox Nation Historian Juaquin Hamilton, right, served as master of
ceremonies for the Mother’s Day Honor Dance hosted May 13 by the Elders
Advisory Committee in the Community Bldg. (Photo by Mike Brown) Pictured from left are: 2023 ‘Mother of the Year’ Stella Nullake and 2019

‘Mother of the Year’ Margaret Ellis-Stevens. (Photo by Juaquin Hamilton)

These ladies are shown making final preparations to take part in the Mother’s The Sac and Fox Elders Advisory Committee accepts a donation from the

Day Honor Dance held May 13 in the Community Bldg. (Photo by Mike Brown) honorees. Shown from left are: Liz Butler-Wolftongue, Anna McKosato-Kil-
gore, Stella Nullake, June Smith-Hamilton and Peggy Big Eagle.

(Photo by Juaquin Hamilton)

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are accessible on the Website
sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

50+ Category winners with honorees from left are: June Hamilton, 1st place
Janice Deer, 2nd place Jill Hunter and Stella Nullake. (Photo by Juaquin Hamilton)

18-49 Category winners with honorees from left are: June Hamilton, 3rd place
Charlsie Calls Him, 2nd place Nykita Talton, 1st place Cyleyss Stumblingbear
and Stella Nullake. (Photo by Juaquin Hamilton)
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June 2023

SAC AND FOX NATION
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
PROGRAM

STROUD WAREHOUSE
918-968-3030 « 1-800-256-3398

SHAWNEE OFFICE
405-395-0063 » 1-886-622-2310

ALL FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! THANK YOU!!

. HOME DELIVERIES ARE FOR
_ HOURS (Monday-Friday) HOMEBOUND AND/OR DISABLED
Certification 8am-5pm ELDERS. CALL OUR
Distribution 8am-3pm STROUD OFFICE
Store AM Inventory 8 am - 8:30 am TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY.
Store PM Inventory 3 pm -5 pm This institution is
an equal opportunity provider.

Camp Clean-Up Notice

In preparation for Sac and Fox Nation Powwow, there will be
three camp clean-up days: The weekends of May 12, June 2
and June 16, 2023. Please have trash ready for pickup by the
roadway and, larger items please mark with an X so we know
to go into the camp for disposal. If you have limbs around
your camp, please pick them up so we can mow around the

campsite.
SAC AND FOX TAX COMMISSION
REVENUE
July 2022
Beerand LiQUON...........ccoiiuiieiiieie e $309.01
MOLOr VENICIE. .. ..o $9,063.14
ST 1 [ = 3 $14,770.70
TEEASUNY...uvveee it ettt e ettt e ettt e e et e e e et e e et aaeanbeeeaanbeeesnneaeans $425.00
Ol aNd GaS......oooiiiiieeiiiie et $0.00
(7= 1211 [o SRR $191,902.22
TOTAL.............. $216,470.07
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| June i1s PTSD Awareness Month |

by Behavioral Health Dept. Manager
Kristen ‘Jade’ Morningstar

Welcome to the month of June, which
is PTSD Awareness Month! Is It PTSD?
When you have PTSD, it’s hard to feel
safe. The traumatic event — natural di-
saster, combat, sexual assault, accident
- can take hold, and you find you can’t
stop thinking about it. Maybe you have
nightmares and trouble sleeping. Maybe
you feel on edge and unsettled or don’t
find pleasure in things you used to en-
joy. Maybe you feel it’s just easier to be
alone. Feelings like these are common
after going through a trauma.

For most people, they pass in a few
weeks or months, but for others they
are long lasting. PTSD symptoms fall
into four categories: reliving or re-ex-
periencing the event, avoiding things
or places that remind you of the event,
negative changes in beliefs and feelings,
and hyper-arousal or being on guard. For
someone to be diagnosed with PTSD,

they need to have symptoms in all four
categories. PTSD symptoms can happen
at any age, and they come and go.

Only a mental health care provider can
diagnose you with PTSD. And, know-
ing if you have PTSD is the first step to
getting effective treatment. So, it is im-
portant to talk with a doctor if you think
you have symptoms. There are effective
treatments even if you have been living
with symptoms for years. Keep in mind
that you’re not alone. And, there are
treatments that will help you feel better
and take back control of your life. Be the
advocate, take that first step for yourself.

* 6% or 3 in every 50 American
adults will have gone through PTSD or
post-traumatic stress disorder at some
point in their lives; « PTSD is most prev-
alent among American adults between
the ages of 45 and 49 years old at 9.2%;

» Women have a lifetime PTSD prev-
alence rate of 9.7%, compared to 3.6%
in men.

Letter to Editor

May 19, 2023
OPINION

In a letter from Sac and Fox Indian
agent, Thomas Forsyth to Superinten-
dent of Indian Affairs, William Clark (of
Lewis and Clark fame) dated, January
5, 1827: “But even the influential chief
found it expedient to bow to the wishes
of the tribal council, which, in the final
analysis, wielded what authority there
was among the Sac and Foxes.”

This tradition of our tribal government
is clearly written in Article 11 of the Con-
stitution which delegates “all the pow-
ers” of the Constitution to the Governing
Council (GC) as “the Supreme Govern-
ing body of the Sac and Fox Nation”.
The Business Committee’s (BC) power
is limited to the enforcement of tribal
laws and the administration of the daily
conduct of tribal business.

But, the current members of the (BC)
follow their recent predecessors, and en-
force (BC) Resolutions that have been
used to amend (GC) Resolutions, which
changes tribal law. EXAMPLES: The
2007 Enterprise Act is a (BC) amend-
ment of the 2003 Enterprise Act (a GC
Resolution).

This takes control of the casinos and

all economic development from the over-
sight of (GC) shareholders. And then
there’s the 2008 (GC) Resolution that re-
scinded the (BC) Resolution for the 2007
Act (the 2003 replaces the 2007 Act!).
Another unknown result is that a (GC)
Resolution which removes Banning at
the casinos from tribal law is not being
enforced.

Instead, a (BC) amendment to the
original Gaming Ordinance, which was a
(GC) Resolution, allows for an Exclusion
Policy at the casinos (I think exclusion
means banning).

An even clearer picture of the (BC)
distancing itself from tribal members
is the canceling of a petitioned Special
Council meeting that was to address the
self-generated (BC) salary increase of
$30,000. (BC) called off this meeting
before a quorum could be made. Why
weren’t there any attendance incentives
for this meeting, like the August Council
meeting?

Now is the time for one obvious solu-
tion. Elect candidates who want to change
direction and go back to the 1827 ways of
our elders and represent the voices of the
Sac and Fox Nation and enforce its laws.

John Nelson, Roll #1174

RAP Department Application Forms
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Open House Held at Sac and Fox
National Public Library & Cultural Center

What’s Going on With the
Elders Advisory Committee

by Peggy Big Eagle

The Mother’s Day Honor Dance was
the Elders Advisory Committee focus for
May. We selected Stella Nullake as the
EAC Mother of the Year. She received an
embroidered blanket, roses and an hono-
rarium. Margaret “lil Margaret” Stevens
was another honoree as previous Mother
of the Year because we couldn’t honor
her properly during Covid. We tried to
show our appreciation for all mothers!

After canceling our Stroud taco sale in
April, we had a big turnout in May. It
was our first fundraiser in the new Elders

are accessible on the Website

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

and Veterans Building. There was a free
lunch that day at the Nation’s library, and
we still had orders from several tribal
employees. Thanks to all who joined us!

We will be back in the Shawnee
Multi-purpose Center selling tacos on
Friday, June 2 from 11 am. - 2 p.m.
Phone in your order for pick up and
avoid the line!

Our regular monthly meeting and pot-
luck in June will be in Stroud Wednes-
day, June 14 at 10:00 a.m. We also plan
to tour the Transportation Building
which is adjacent to the Elders and Veter-
ans Building. We welcome newly-elect-
ed secretary Anna Kilgore to complete
the 2023-2024 term, and thank Jennifer
Wood for her time in office.

Saul Language Dept. Director Katie Thompson is pictured at left in the
Sac and Fox Nation Cultural Center during Open House held April 21.
In the above photo, open house attendees are shown at the potato bar
provided for lunch in the Sac and Fox National Public Library. In the
photo below, attendees are shown enjoying lunch in the Cultural Cen-
ter. (Photos by Mike Brown)

RAP Department Application Forms
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920963 S. Hwy. 99, Building A + Stroud, OK 74079 - (918) 968-1141 + FAX (918) 968-1142

NOTICE

A W-9 form iIs not needed for Per
Capita Payments unless you have a
name change, new address, you are
a newly-enrolled tribal member or, if
required, for RAP applications.

" Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are accessible on the Website
sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

/ N\
Sac and Fox

Nation Telephone
Extensions
Main Number:

918-968-3526
e Chief - 1004
¢ Second Chief - 1008
¢ Treasurer - 1006
¢ Secretary - 1007
¢ Committee Member - 1005
¢ BC Front Desk - 1009
¢ Tax - 1043-1045
¢ Accounting - 1030-1036
¢ Property and Procurement -
1020-1039-1022
¢ Maintenance - 2062
e BHHC - 918-968-9531
e ICW-1711
e Court - 2039
e Library - 2020-2021
¢ Language - 1075
¢ JUVI - 4000
e USDA - 2077 (WIC 2079)-2080-
2081-2082
(Warehouse USDA 2089)
¢ Education - 2046
o |T - 2041
¢ Police - 2033
e Self-Governance - 1080
¢ Capitol Security - 1090
¢ Realty - 1052
¢ Enroliment - 1040-1041
¢ RAP - 2000 - 2001
e Social Services - 2010-2011
¢ OES - 2091-2092-2094
e Veterans - 1065
e Newspaper - 1060
e Tribal Administrator - 1010
¢ NAGPRA/Historic
Preservation - 1070

* ARPA - 1819

\y W-9 FORM MUST BE CUT ON DOTTED LINE BEFORE MAILING \|/

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

X SAC AND FOX NATION
920883 S. HIGHWAY 99 BLDG. “A”
X STROUD, OKLAHOMA, 74079
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