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The Late Major Don Couteau Receives French ‘Legion of Honor’ Award
by Mike Brown
Family members and friends
of the late Don Couteau were in
attendance July 21, 2021 as the
late U. S. Army Air Corps Major
was recognized by the French
government for “his personal
contribution towards the liberation of France” during World
War II.
Couteau, a Sac and Fox Nation tribal member, took part in
the operation “Carpetbaggers,”
as a member of special operations air groups that provided
aerial support behind enemy
lines throughout Europe. The
top-secret missions were only
declassiﬁed within the last 15
years.
Major Couteau received
many ribbons and medals for his
active service following WWII.
However, he had not received
formal recognition of service
from France until the Sac and
Fox Nation and Sac and Fox
Honor Guard hosted an awards
ceremony at the Sac and Fox
Nation’s Veterans Memorial
Plaza followed by lunch and
a program in the Sac and Fox
Community Center.
Sac and Fox Nation Ambassador and Historical Researcher Juaquin Hamilton served as
master of ceremonies for the
awards programs.
France Consul General Alexis Andres was in special attendance to present the ‘Legion
of Honor Award’ with the rank
of ‘Chevalier’ (Knight) to Major Couteau’s daughter, Donna
Couteau, and the Couteau Family. Also present were current
Honorary France Consul for
Oklahoma Grant Moak, and former Honorary France Consul for
Oklahoma Barbara Thompson.

Remembered as “A True Hero of The Greatest Generation”
In his comments while presenting the Legion of Honor
Award, Consul General Andres
said, “Today, I have the honor to
recognize the courage Don Couteau displayed so many years
ago on a land, my land, that was
so foreign to him, and yet for
which he was prepared to make
the ultimate sacriﬁce.”
“I thank Don Couteau for his
personal contribution towards
the liberation of France, and
I recognize him as a true hero
of the Greatest Generation to
whom France is forever indebted,” he added.
Consul General Andres also
presented a brief history of the
Legion of Honor Award, and
noted the “brotherhood” for over
two centuries between the United States and France. He said
Major Couteau “demonstrated
virtue, bravery and strong commitment to a noble cause.”
After receiving the ‘Legion of
Honor Award’ in recognition of
her late father, Donna Couteau
presented the award to the Sac
and Fox Nation Honor Guard
for display in the new veterans
program facility.
Following the program at the
Veterans Memorial Plaza, the
lunch program at the Community Building included a slide
show prepared by Historical
Researcher Juaquin Hamilton,
which featured historical photographs of tribal life, elders and
former chiefs.
Speakers included former Sac
and Fox Principal Chief and
Secretary Mary F. McCormick,
who recalled it was an inquiry
from Don Couteau in 1975 that
resulted in the development of

the ﬁrst Sac and Fox tribal membership enrollment book.
Following an exchange of
gifts among the Couteau Family,
the visiting French dignitaries,

the Sac and Fox Honor Guard
and Sac and Fox Business Committee, the master of ceremonies expressed appreciation to
everyone in attendance, those

who helped with the meal and
those who helped coordinate the
event, including Sac and Fox
Honor Guard Charter Member
Dennis Jennings, Pamela Patterson of the Sac and Fox Business
Committee ofﬁce and others.

Pictured from left at the Sac and Fox Nation Veterans Memorial Plaza are: Honorary Consul
of France for Oklahoma Grant Moak; Michael James, a nephew of Donna Couteau; France
Consul General Alexis Andres; Joe Cross, Vietnam War Veteran and husband of Donna Couteau; and, Major Don Couteau’s daughter, Donna Couteau. James and Consul General
Andres are holding a shadowbox prepared by Donna Couteau and, she and her husband are
holding the ‘Legion of Honor’ award and certiﬁcate presented by France in recognition of her
late father, Don Couteau. See more photos inside.
(Photo by Mike Brown)

Saginaw Grant, Hereditary Chief, Actor and Author Dies

Lambert Presents ‘Build Oklahoma’
Award to Sac and Fox Leaders

Sac and Fox Nation Principal Chief Justin F. Wood holds an
Associated General Contractors of Oklahoma (AGCOK) ‘Build
Oklahoma’ award after it was presented to tribal leaders on
July 27, 2021 by Mark Lambert, right, of Lambert Construction of Stillwater, Okla. Other Sac and Fox Nation leaders pictured from left are: Business Committee Member Robert Williamson, Second Chief Don Abney, Secretary Jacklyn King
and Treasurer Carla Wallace. As previously announced, the
AGCOK recently presented the award to Lambert in recognition of the unique shape and overall exterior architectural design of the new Sac and Fox Nation Transportation Building
in Stroud, Okla. Architect for the development was Studio 45
Architects of Tulsa, Okla.
(Photo by Mike Brown)

NOTICE!

An application form pertaining to the

American Rescue Plan Act
can be found on Page 8
of this edition
of the Sac and Fox News.

M. Saginaw Grant, ‘Wapime’
(grey ﬁsh), walked on to the
spirit world on Wednesday, July
28, 2021. A long-time resident
of Los Angeles, Saginaw passed
away from natural causes in
North Hollywood, California.
Born July 20, 1936 in Pawnee,
Okla. to Sarah Murray Grant
and Austin Grant, Sr., Saginaw
was the oldest of four children.
He attended Pawnee Indian
School before enlisting in the
United States Marine Corps in
1953 at the age of 17. He proudly served his country for three
years until 1956. Best known
as an actor in ﬁlm and television, Saginaw’s talents were
far-reaching. His occupations
were as varied as his talents.
He worked as a dry-cleaner and
went on to become an author,

public speaker, spiritual leader,
and using the public recognition
gained from his work as an actor, he became an ambassador
for many causes which were important to him.
His ﬁlm and television credits found him working with
some of the biggest names in
the acting world, on movies
and shows like THE LONE
RANGER, BREAKING BAD,
THE WORLD’S FASTEST
INDIAN, AMERICAN HORROR STORY, SHAMELESS,
THE RIDICULOUS 6, VEEP,
WINTER IN THE BLOOD,
COMMUNITY, MY NAME IS
EARL, SAVING GRACE and
HARTS OF THE WEST. His
long career brought him various
awards and accolades.
As hereditary chief of the Sac

and Fox Nation, Saginaw was
a respected elder who was very
active in the Native American
community. His love of dancing
(Continued on Page 2)

Saginaw Grant

BIA Modernizes How it Maintains Titles to Indian Trusts
The Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) announced Aug. 18, 2021
the ﬁnalization of updates to
regulations modernizing how it
maintains titles to federal Indian
trusts and restricted fee lands.
Among other important modiﬁcations, the BIA’s Land Title
and Records Ofﬁce (LTRO)
now maintains title documents
electronically with a framework
for its continued operations and
future electronic maintenance.
The regulations were published
in the Federal Register on August 16, 2021.
The LTRO maintains title
documents for land the United
States holds in trust or restricted
fee status for American Indian
and Alaska Native Tribes and individuals, similar to how counties and other local governments

maintain title documents for fee
land within local jurisdictions.
“One of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs’ most important jobs is
the maintenance of records for
all federal Indian trust and restricted fee lands, which, in itself, is a fundamental element of
the federal trust responsibility to
Tribal and individual American
Indian and Alaska Native trust
beneﬁciaries,” said Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs Bryan Newland.
“This ﬁnal rule is better suited to ensuring these records are
preserved and maintained properly for the beneﬁt of current
and future generations.”
The ﬁnal rule also allows the
LTRO to more efﬁciently address title-related actions that
support Indian land transactions.

This includes a title examination
to take land into trust and allowing workloads to be shifted
among regional LTRO ofﬁces to
more promptly address requests
and prevent the risk of processing backlogs.
Another update addresses
changes over the past 40 years
that removed requirements for
Secretarial approval of certain title documents in support
of Tribal self-governance and
self-determination as previously
announced in the HEARTH Act.
The ﬁnal rule also reﬂects
Tribal input on the proposed rule
that was received during Tribal
consultation, including two virtual consultation sessions held
earlier this year.
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and letters to the editor published in
this newspaper contain the opinions
of the writers. These opinions do not
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Obituaries
Howard James Murie
Howard James Murie, a longtime
Cushing, Okla. resident, passed away on
Monday, August 2, 2021 in Cushing with
his family by his side at the age of 61.
James was born on June 23, 1960 in
Cushing, Okla. to his mother, Hilda Alice (Nullake) Murie. James grew up and
attended school in Happy Valley and then
Stroud High School. He attended Central Vo-Tech in Drumright, Okla. where
he was certiﬁed in Heavy uipment Operating.
ames met the love of his life, Denise
Pratt, in July of 1979. They married on
January 23, 1981 in Miami, Okla. and,
from this union 2 children were born,
Damean and Hailee.
James worked
with heavy e uipment all over Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas on all types of
oil ﬁeld obs. He also did dirt work on
pools, landscaping, and ponds. He was

Managing Editor
Mike Brown
For information:
918-968-3526 x1060
newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Publisher: Sac and Fox Nation
Member of
Native American Journalists
Assn - Since 1988
Member OPA
~~~~~~~
Tribal Officers:
918-968-3526 or 800-259-3970
Principal Chief:
Justin Freeland Wood
Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1004
chief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Second Chief:
Don Abney
Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1008
secondchief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Secretary:
Jacklyn K. King
Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1007
secretary@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Treasurer:
Carla Wallace
Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1006
treasurer@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Committee Member:
Robert Williamson
Telephone (918) 968-3526
Ext. 1005
cmember@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Business Committee
Mailing Address:
Sac and Fox Nation
Administration Building
920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
Stroud, OK 74079
Visit us on the webb @
sacandfoxnation.com

click news

Cushing. Funeral services were held August 6, 2021 at the First Baptist Church,
Cushing, Okla. Arrangements were entrusted to Palmer Marler Funeral Home,
Cushing, Okla.

Howard James Murie

Saginaw Grant
(Continued from Page 1)
took him around the pow wow circuit
where he was known for his gourd dancing, grass dancing and Southern straight
dancing.
Saginaw is survived by his brothers,
Francis Grant, Sr. of Cushing, Oklahoma, Austin Grant, Jr. and his wife Vera of
Cushing, Oklahoma, daughter Lisa Grant
and her wife Ann of Duncan, Oklahoma, daughter-in-law Dodie Kent of Van
Nuys, California, grandchildren Della Grant, Cassandra Kent and Vanessa
Kent, great-grandchildren Joseph Grant
Soutter, Sherry Jo Soutter, Stephen Soutter and Micah Littlecrow, adopted daughter Mariana Tosca of Los Angeles, CA,

Deadline for the October issue is:
Monday, September 20 at 4:30 p.m.

Reprint permission is granted, with
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News,
unless other copyrights are shown.
Articles and letters may be submitted
to the newspaper either by mail or Fax
to the address provided above, - or by
e-mail:newspaper@sacandfoxnationnsn.gov.
Address corrections & changes are
accepted by The Business Committee
at the address listed below.

passionate and precise while working a
ob.
He shared his love of working heavy
e uipment with his son, as his grandfather before him did. He was an avid
O. . Fan, ankees fan, and ﬁsherman.
James was a member of the Sac and Fox
ation Fish Clan. ames loved to spend
time with his family, especially his grand
kids and will be greatly missed.
ames is survived by his wife Denise of
the home, son Damean Murie and daughter Hailee Murie, step-up dad, Warren
Duane Pratt, siblings Theresa Ferguson
and Wilma Seigle, grandchildren Abigail
Murie, Fisher Murie, Andrew Seigle,
ate Boss Seigle and Olivia Seigle and
numerous other nieces, nephews, aunts
and uncles.
A ake service was held August 5,
2021 at the First Indian Baptist Church in

publicist Lani Carmichael of Los Angeles, California, and adopted family Rick,
Heather and Chayton Mora of Scottsdale,
Arizona. Saginaw was preceded in death
by his mother and father, Sarah and Austin, son Robert Ben amin ent, sister
Stella Wilson, and nephews Jeffrey Wilson and J. Paul Wilson.
A memorial service was arranged in
Los Angeles through Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills. Traditional tribal services
were held at the Sac and Fox Nation
Community Building in Stroud, Okla.,
under the direction of Parks Brothers Funeral Service. His burial and ﬁnal resting
place is at the Sac and Fox Tribal Cemetery in Stroud, Okla.

Dale Miller

Dale Lee
Miller
Dale Lee Miller, age 49, died on Sunday, August 1, 2021, in Tulsa, Okla. due
to Covid-related issues. He was born in
Roswell, New Mexico to his mother,
Sherry Baldwin, on June 14, 1972.
Dale en oyed many things, the outdoors, hiking, camping, hunting and ﬁshing. He was married to his wife, Donna
on March 27, 1992, and they went on to
have three children. Dale graduated from
Goddard High School and obtained a
Bachelors in nvironmental ngineering
from American Public niversity, while
caring for and raising three children.
Dale worked for the Sac and Fox Nation as an environmental engineer. He
was saved and was a member of Higher
Praise Outreach in Stroud, Okla.
He is survived by his beloved wife,
Donna Miller; his 3 children, Stephanie, Krystyl and Daxton; as well as, his
grandchild, alliope. He is also survived
by his brother and sisters, David iller, Lisa ( iller) Sullivan, and Cynthia
( iller) a era, and many nieces and
nephews.
He was preceded in death by his
grandparents, Mary and Albert Kitchel,
his mother Sherry Baldwin, and his sister
Wendy Shaline Smith. A wake was held
August 4, 2021, at Stroud Lake. Care services were provided by Parks Brothers
Funeral Services in Stroud, Okla.

Why the
‘nsn gov’
Designation

From time to time, a question
has been asked as to why the Sac
and Fox Nation uses such a special exclusive (and longer) native
sovereign nation dot gov Internet
designation and name:
The “nsn dot gov” (nsn.gov) designation carries with it more significant levels of legitimacy, trust,
and authority than a commercial,
“dot com” domain name.
“NSN DOT GOV” confirms
that it is an official government
website that has been certified, verified, and recognized by the United
States Government.
Of course, commercial sub-entities and public political subdivisions of tribal government may
also use a commercial dot com
designation for commercial-oriented purposes.
Truman Carter

Happy September Birthday Elders!
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OSU to Engage Native American
Students in STEM Career Development
by A l is a Bos wel l - G ore
O kl ahom
a St at e U niv ers it y
A gr ic ul t ur al C om m u nic at ions Se rv ic es
Starting this fall, Oklahoma middle
school students will learn how to use virtual reality (VR) thanks to a $ 1.4 million
grant from the National Science Foundation for a four-year program to engage
Native American students in STEM career development.
Faculty from the Ferguson College
of Agriculture at Oklahoma State University are teaming up with College of
Education and Human Sciences faculty
members to start after-school technology labs over the next three years at three
tribal nation middle schools - the Citizen
Potawatomi Nation in Shawnee, the Pawnee Nation and the Chickasaw Nation.
“We are excited about the opportunities this program will offer our students,”
said Jenny Jasper, curriculum coordinator at Shawnee Public Schools. “The
skills they can learn from this STEM initiative will help them with their futures in
college and career development.”
Nicole Colston, professor and researcher with the OSU Department of
Natural Resource Ecology and Management, said the VR program will be introduced to the Citizen Potawatomi Nation
this school year with the other two school
districts joining the program in its second
and third years.
Along with Program Coordinator Cynthia Orona, OSU Mixed Reality Lab Director Tilanka Chandrasekera and OSU
Emerging Technologies and Creativity
Research Lab Director Tutaleni Asino, Colston will work with after-school
teachers on the program in the fall, with
teachers taking over in the spring semester
“It’s not agricultural research in the
traditional sense; it’s STEM education
research,” said Colston, who has a background in formal science education. “The
project is about developing technology
experiences that advance students’ and
teachers’ capabilities.”
Colston said the goals of the program
are to increase the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) interests of Native American youth and to
collaborate with after-school educators
to develop strategies for implementing
the program and other equitable science
learning into public schools. From a research perspective, the goal of the program is to learn how VR activities inﬂuence how students think about their
future careers and their attitudes toward
science. Another goal is to learn how VR
activities can support cultural learning
happening in tribal nation after-school
programs.
“There’s a big gap in Native American
STEM education in Oklahoma. There are
programs to introduce students to science, but there’s a real call for programs
that introduce science in culturally relevant ways,” Colston said. “Even more
important to Native American tribes is to
place culture as the center of learning and
use STEM learning to support that.”
In a 2018 pilot program, Chandrasekera introduced a VR program to Pawnee
ﬁfth graders in which they designed college residential rooms as a means to tell
a cultural story interpreted through architecture. Students learned about spatial
design in which they created the rooms
and 3D objects, such as lamps.
“Students become active agents in designing culturally meaningful spaces in
virtual reality; it is called ethno computing,” said Colston, who was invited to be
an observer for the pilot program.
In the upcoming program, students
will learn spatial design by participating
in a hack-a-thon, a VR design event in
which Native American middle school
students solve problems related to their
tribe. VR experts will also talk to the students about potential careers in the VR
ﬁeld. Previous hack-a-thons hosted by
the OSU Mixed Reality Lab included redesigning the Oklahoma City Z oo, solving problems related to COVID-19 and
learning about retail design and how to
create wearable dwellings – clothes that

become a dwelling place.
“The implications of these technologies and the future workforce is huge,
and students are really attracted to virtual
learning. It’s an exciting and engaging
way to learn, and it ﬁts with the current
social culture we live in,” Colston said.
“The College of Agriculture cares
about this project, because the tribal nation collaborations better serve students
in STEM. There are so many opportunities for Native American students when
they get to OSU, but it’s a matter of
knowing about those opportunities before they get here.”

September 12, 2021
Hawk Haven
Join us as we celebrate and honor our grandparents and full
blood Thaki tribal members!

Head Staff
MC: RGHarris
HS: Robert Lincoln
HMD: Tyler Thurman
HLD: SFNRoyalty
ůůDĞŶ͛Ɛ
^ƉĞĐŝĂůŽŶƚĞƐƚ
ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚŝŶŚŽŶŽƌŽĨ
DĂƌǀŝŶdŚƵƌŵĂŶ
Concession hosted by Meeker Indian Club

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino
Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library

Not Responsible for theft or accidents.
Drugs & alcohol prohibited.

Agenda
Recognition of Full Blood
Sac & Fox Tribal Members 3:00PM
Presentation of Seniors
Of the Year
4:00PM
Princess Crowning
4:30PM
Supper Break
5:00PM
Dancing
6:00PM
Masks and social distancing
required
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Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News
Oklahoma’s Promise

Apprentice Program Available!

This is an CF (insulated concrete form) home, designed
and in the beginning stages of building. t will be equipped
with geothermal heat and air, with solar panels.

We are seeking experienced or partially-experienced individuals
in the field of construction. We are looking to
employ tribal members
and/or help them learn
via an apprenticeship
program with the option
to become full-time.

K.O. Homes and Construction
Jim Roubidoux
(405) 371-9501
Shawnee, OK
www.k.o.homesandconstruction.com

Minnie Masquas Appointed to
Sauk Business Enterprise Board
Minnie Masquas, left, is administered the oath of ofﬁce by Chief Justin Wood
after being appointed Aug. 10, 2021 to fulﬁll an unexpired term of Position
on the Sauk Business nterprise Board of Directors. Holding the Holy Bible
is Rhonna Morris.
(Photo courtesy of Nikki Hendricks)

Direct Employment Program
The Sac and Fox Nation Direct Employment Program is to
provide assistance to eligible Tribal Members who obtain new
fulltime/permanent employment. The service is designed to
assist with transportation, supplies, equipment, uniforms, and
meal allowance. The program is to assist a Tribal member who
has not received his/her first full paycheck. Applicants must reside within the Sac and Fox Nation jurisdictional boundaries.
Contact the Human Service Department at 9118-968-3526 ext.
2011 or 2010 for more details.

HELP WANTED!
SAC & F O X N ATI O N
EMPL O Y MEN T O PPO R TU N I TI ES
The following is a list of job vacancies with
the Sac & Fox Nation:

The Moderna vaccine is now available to all patients at Black
Hawk Health Center 18 and over. To schedule your vaccine appointment, please call 918-968-9531.
According to CDC guidelines, people are not considered fully
vaccinated until two weeks after their second dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. You should keep using all the tools available to protect yourself and others until you are fully vaccinated.
These include continuing to wear a mask, practice social distancing, and frequent hand washing.

PC Technician
Maintenance Technician/Mechanic
Health Information Manager
Chief Financial Officer
Resident Advisor (Juvenile Detention Center)
Finance Manager
Cashier
Special Projects Manager
Environmental Specialist
Grant Writer/Planner
Meal Delivery Driver (Part-time)
Policy Analyst
Staff Accountant 1
Library Technician (Part-time)
Applicants must successfully pass an OSBI/ National background check and
drug screen. Preference in hiring is given to ualiﬁed ative Americans.
Applicants claiming Indian Preference must provide a copy of their CDIB. For
more information and to learn how to apply please visit our website at:
w w w . sacandfox nation. com
or contact Human Resources, Sac and Fox Nation, 920963 S. Hwy. 99,
Bldg. A Stroud, OK 7 407 9 or by phone (918) 968-35 26
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Don Couteau Remembered as a ‘True Hero of the Greatest Generation’

Sac and Fox Nation Ambassador and Historical Researcher Juaquin Hamilton served as master of ceremonies for the Don Couteau awards program at
the request of the Sac and Fox Nation Honor Guard. The day’s events were
held at the Sac and Fox Nation Veterans Memorial Plaza and Sac and Fox
Community Building.
(All Photos by Mike Brown)

Singers John David Ballard, Rowe Kishketon, who is current Sac and Fox
Senior Man of the Year and Juaquin Hamilton perform the Flag Song during
the awards program.

Sac and Fox Nation Principal Chief Justin Wood presented a welcome address and introduced France Consul General Alexis Andres.

France Consul General Alexis Andres, center, presents the ‘Legion of Honor
Award’ with the rank of ‘Chevalier’ (Knight) to Donna Couteau in recognition
of her late father Don Couteau’s ‘ awless performance with the ‘carpetbaggers during World War II. At right, is Grant Moak, who serves as Honorary
France Consul for Oklahoma.

After receiving the France ‘Legion of Honor Award’ presented in recognition
of her father Don Couteau, Donna Couteau expresses appreciation to France
Consul General Alexis Andres, left, and announces the Couteau Family is
donating the award to the Sac and Fox Nation Honor Guard. At right is Mrs.
Coueau’s husband, Joe Cross.

Joe Cross speaks on behalf of Donna’s mother, LeNell B.Couteau and family
in appreciation of the France ‘Legion of Honor’ award presentation ceremony
hosted by the Sac and Fox Nation and Sac and Fox Nation Honor Guard.
Mrs. Couteau’s nephew Michael James holds a shadow box made by Donna
and given for displaying in the new Sac and Fox Honor Guard facility.

Members of the Couteau Family and family friends are pictured during the
awards program.

Donna Couteau holds the France ‘Legion of Honor’ award and citation presented posthumously to her father Don Couteau by France Consul General
Alexis Andres, right. At left is Mrs. Couteau’s husband, Joe Cross, a ietnam
War veteran.
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SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

I nd ia ns a re born s p ea king ou r l a ng u a g es . F or s om e of u s , t h ey l ie d orm a nt
wit h in ou r bod ies . T h ey a re l ooking f or a wa y ou t . G od g a v e u s t h es e bea u t if u l
l a ng u a g es . A l l of u s h ol d t h em in a s a c red m a nner wit h in. T h ere is no s u c h
t h ing a s a n I nd ia n p ers on wh o c a nnot s p ea k I nd ia n.
Our language programs ﬁnd these languages within our bodies. They bring
t h em ou t t h rou g h ou r m ou t h s a nd d el iv er t h em t o t h eir rig h t f u l res t ing p l a c es
wit h in ou r h ea rt s .

Sauk Language
Department

September Comic
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Business Committee Meeting Minutes
September Word Search
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American Rescue Plan Act
We have experienced problems with our email server. If you submitted your You may submit your completed ARPA Application by Email : arparelief@
ARPA Application and have not received your payment, please contact the sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov. Fax: (918)968-3240. Mail: Sac and Fox Nation
ARPA Department, 920963 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, Oklahoma 74079.
ARPA Department at (918) 968-3526, extension 1803.
If you have not applied for the $2,000 American Rescue Plan Act distribution, You may also return the completed application to the ARPA Department, located inside the Administration Building or to the Multipurpose Center in
there is still time to do so.
Shawnee, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM.
Print or download the application from the Nation’s website or call the ARPA Please submit your ARPA Application prior to December 31, 2021. If you
Department (918)968-3526, extension 1803 to request an application be mailed have a change in address or name change you will also need to submit an
updated W9. (A W9 Form can be found on Page 10.)
to you.

Page 9 - Sac and Fox News - September 2021

French Consul General Presents ‘Legion of Honor Award’ to Couteau Family

France Consul General Alexis Andres referred to the late Don Couteau as a
true hero of the Greatest Generation, and noted the occasion was a special
time to “recognize and remember the courage of Don Couteau.”
Leading members of the Sac and Fox Nation Honor Guard and Seminole
Nation Honor Guard during the France ‘Legion of Honor’ awards program
conducted in recognition of the late U. S. Army Major Don Couteau are Sac
and Fox eterans Bud McClellan and Ricky Cline. (All Photos by Mike Brown)

France Consul General Alexis Andres is shown with a special Pendleton blanket presented to him by Sac and Fox Honor Guard representatives Dennis
Jennings, right, and Arlo Griggs.

Former Sac and Fox Nation Principal Chief and Secretary Mary F. McCormick
spoke during a meal and program held for everyone in attendance in the Sac
and Fox Community Building. In her comments, she noted that an inquiry
from Don Couteau in 1 75 resulted in the development of the ﬁrst membership enrollment book for the Sac and Fox Tribe of Oklahoma.

Grant Moak, who serves as Honorary France Consul General for Oklahoma
was presented a clock handmade by Sac and Fox Tribal lder Charles Lasley. Making the presentation on behalf of the Sac and Fox Business Committee is Sac and Fox Nation Honor Guard Member Dennis Jennings.

Sac and Fox Nation Honor Guard Charter Member Dennis Jennings presented an Honor Guard plaque to Donna Couteau during the program conducted
in the Sac and Fox Community Building.

These members of the Couteau Family were presented owers by Chief
Wood and others during the lunch program held in the Community Building.

The Sac and Fox Nation Activity Committee prepared and provided lunch in
the Community Building with assistance from the Women’s Auxiliary, eterans’ Program and the Sac and Fox Nation Business Committee.
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• Individual must be enrolled by S eptember 3 0, 2 02 1 to be elig ible for
the 2 02 1 per capita payment.
• Tribal members will need to submit a W9 to the F inance D epartment
for the upcoming 2 02 1 Per Capita Payment.
• O nce a W-9 form is received, it will be updated into our system and
all payments due will be made at a time of disbursement.
• If an individual is a N E W tribal member, or has had a N A M E CH A N G E ,
a copy of S ocial S ecurity card is needed for our records.
• There is N O deadline on submitting a W9. A ll checks will be mailed,
no exceptions.
• The IR S 1099 form will be mailed by Ja nuary 3 1, 2 02 2 .
N E W M IN O R S . . . PL E A S E S E N D CO PY O F S O CIA L S E CU R ITY
CA R D S O WE CA N G E T TR U S T A CCO U N TS E S TA B L IS H E D

20

S. Hwy.

, Building A Stroud, OK 7407

( 18)

8-1141 FA ( 18)

8-1142

W - 9 F o rm
It is critical that the W-9 F orm be completed correctly and thoroug hly
for each individual tribal member. Be sure to ﬁll out your NAME, MAILIN G A D D R E S S , S O CIA L S E CU R ITY N U M B E R , and then S IG N and
D A TE your form.
R eq ui red Legal Do c uments
If you have had a name chang e due to marriag e, divorce, adoption,
etc., it is important the F inance D epartment has a copy of your social
security card. A ll othere leg al documents should be sent to the E nrollment D epartment so their records can be updated. A ny g uardianship
or Power of Attorney documents need to be on ﬁle with the Finance
D epartment.
M i no rs
Parents or g uardians are responsible for providing a W-9 for minor
children; not doing so could result in the minor’ s payment not being
deposited into the minor’ s trust fund account in a timely manner.

S ac and F ox N ation
F inance D epartment
92 096 3 S . H wy 99, B ldg . A
S troud, O kl ahoma 7 4 07 9
D irect fax: 918 -96 8 -4 5 2 8
If you have any q uestions, please contact the F inance D epartment staff
by phone at 918 -96 8 -3 5 2 6 or 8 00-2 5 9-3 97 0 ext. 103 3 , 103 8 or 102 7 .

Tax Liability Notiﬁcation

What are the withholding req uirements for distributions that are made
per a Revenue Allocation Plan (RAP)? The ﬁrst step is to identify the
source of funds used for the distribution. U nless the source of funds
is speciﬁcally exempt from taxation, the amounts that make up the
distributions to tribal members are taxable.
Which funds g et reported on F orm 1099-M isc?
D istributions could be derived from many
sources, including the proﬁts from a tribal business other than a Class II or Class III g aming
operation, interest income on investments, or
rental payments from tribal lands. A ll these
payments req uire a tribe to prepare a F orm
1099-M IS C
When does a person receive a F orm 1099-M isc,
S tatement for R ecipients of M iscellaneous Income? If a person receives $ 6 0 0 o r mo re i n
1 c al end ar y ear from the same source, that
amount must be reported on a F orm 1099, and
that F orm 1099-M isc. must be provided to the
individual.

Per capita payments could affect any Tribal,
Federal, State, and/or Local beneﬁts you may
receive or prog rams in which you participate.
The S ac and F ox N ation encourag e you to
check with your tax accountant or beneﬁt specialist.

Can the allotted minor payment be refused in order to
have the entire per capita payment be deposited in trust?
Yes, but in order to do so we must still receive a W-9 for
the same reasons stated above. We would also need a
written statement to that effect to be included with the W-9.
W-9 F O R M M U S T B E CU T O N D O TTE D L IN E B E F O R E M A IL IN G

X

X
X

S A C A N D F O X N A TIO N
92 08 8 3 S . H IG H WA Y 99 B L D G . “ A ”
S TR O U D , O K L A H O M A , 7 4 07 9

I t i s o nl y th e amo unt d i s tri b uted f ro m N E T
G A M I N G R E V E N U E th at i s s ub j ec t to w i th h o l d i ng. The Internal R evenue Code provides
that “ E very person, including an Indian tribe,
mak ing a payment to a member of an Indian
tribe from the net revenues of any Class II or
Class III g aming activity conducted or licensed
by such tribe, shall deduct and withhold from
such payment a tax in an amount eq ual to such
payment’ s proportionate share of the annualiz ed tax.” The amount to withhold is provided
in Withholding Tables found in IR S Publication
15 -A , E mployer’ s S upplemental Tax G uide.
If the Indian tribe anticipates mak ing a distribution of any k ind, the Indian tribe needs the
tribal members’ S ocial S ecurity number before
the distribution is made. If an Indian tribe does
not k now a tribal member’ s S ocial S ecurity
number at the time of distribution, the distribution is subj ect to “ back up withholding ” ( at 2 8 %
in 2 009) . ( S ource: Internal R evenue S ervice
( IR S ) Indian Tribal G overnments F req uently
A sk ed Q uestions, L ast R eviewed or U pdated:
A pril 2 2 , 2 013 )

Why does a W-9 needed to be submitted yearly?
If a tribal member receives income that is taxable, a 1099
must be issued for Tax Purposes. The W-9 also serves as
a yearly address update.

^

C o ntac t i nf o rmati o n:

N O T IC E

X

X

X

^

C o ntac t i nf o rmati o n - F i nanc e Department
F or identity/ security purposes, a W-9 form will not be accepted by
e-mail. Completed forms may be hand delivered, mailed, or faxed.
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Obituary
Daemon Rian Wood
Oklahoma City resident Daemon Rian
Wood, 32, passed away Friday, August
13, 2021 in Oklahoma City.
Services were held August 18, 2021 at
Walker Funeral Service Chapel in Shawnee, Okla. Burial followed on August
19, 2021 at McKasoto Family Cemetery.
He was born June 30, 1989 in Ada,
Okla. to Gregory Wood and Jeannie
C. Riley. He graduated from Torrance
North High School in Torrance, California. He worked for L.A. Mission caring
for the homeless. He was an L.A. Laker
fan and enjoyed attending Dodgers baseball games.
Survivors include his father: Gregory
Wood, mother: Jeannie C. Riley, brothers: Anthony Wood, Chazz Fish, and Andrew Gregory, a sister: Katelynn Gregory, grandfather: Anthony Wood, and

several aunts, uncles, other family members and friend.

Daemon Rian Wood

Study Shows Impact of Wind
Turbines on Some Raptor Species
by G ai l E l l is
O kl ahom
a St a t e U niv ers it y
A gr ic ul t ur al C om m uni c at ions Se rv ic es
Data compiled by an Oklahoma State
University natural resource ecology and
management professor is featured in a
new study published in the journal Ecosphere on how wind turbines could reduce populations of some raptor species.
Scott Loss, an associate professor in
the OSU Ferguson College of Agriculture who specializes in avian ecology,
contributed years of research to the paper
authored by scientists at the U.S. Geological Survey. Existing collision fatality
data leveraged by Loss and collected by
dozens of other biologists was compiled
and analyzed to determine the effects of
wind turbines on raptors – carnivorous
bird species like hawks and eagles that
live longer, require more time to reach
maturity and produce fewer offspring
than most smaller birds.
Of the 14 raptor species evaluated for
the study, research indicated ﬁve of them
could decline in population size either
currently or in the future due to collisions
with wind turbines. The raptors most at
risk are the barn owl, ferruginous hawk,
golden eagle, American kestrel and redtailed hawk.
“Additional fatalities caused by wind
turbine collisions could cause the population growth rate of these ﬁve species to
go from positive to negative, or for already declining species, to become even
more negative,” Loss said. “Thus, turbine
collisions could contribute to population
declines.”
In addition to collision fatalities, other factors used to determine potential
reductions in raptor populations include
current and future amounts of wind energy installed and bird demography – the
way that processes like reproduction and
deaths affect raptor population size.
“A more vulnerable species might have
less ability to reproduce quickly, which
would make its populations more likely
to decline due to collisions,” Loss said.
“Data on how these populations function
in the absence of collisions helps us estimate what species are most at risk when
collision fatalities occur.”
Jay Diffendorfer, a USGS research
ecologist and the study’s lead author,
said Loss’ general knowledge of bird biology greatly inﬂuenced how the S S
approached the research collaboration.
“When a raptor is killed from colliding
with a wind turbine, that 20-year lifespan
of reproduction is gone,” Diffendorfer
said. “We needed a bird specialist with
a unique data set on the causes of bird
fatalities, and Scott has built one of the
best collections of that information on
the planet.”
As the wind energy industry continues to expand globally, Diffendorfer said
studies such as this USGS analysis will
reinforce the importance of taking steps
to protect raptors from wind turbines, including placing wind farms in locations
unlikely to signiﬁcantly affect vulnerable
species. The research evaluated raptor
risk at the current wind energy capacity
of 100 megawatts while also considering

potential collision deaths at a projected
installed capacity of up to 240 megawatts.
“We need to keep moving forward
with technology solutions to reduce fatalities as we build out more wind energy,” Diffendorfer said.
“There’s tremendous opportunity in
the next 140 gigawatts of wind energy installation to drastically advance how we
use wind in ways that cause fewer collisions,” Loss said. “We’ve shown which
species might be more impacted if nothing further is done to mitigate the impact
of wind on birds.”

Myths about the COVID Vaccine
MYTH: Getting the vaccine will give you COVID.
FACT: This is absolutely false. To become ill with COVID, there must be contact with the coronavirus. None of the vaccines
available contain coronaviruses so they don’t have what is needed to cause infection. Building up immunity takes
time and so it is possible to contract the virus either before you get the vaccine or while your body is still building
protection from the vaccine. That’s why wearing a mask is so important.

MYTH: You don’t need a vaccine if you’ve had COVID.
FACT: We don’t know how long immunity lasts once you recover from the virus, but there is a possibility of catching the
virus a second time, so the vaccine is still important. If you’ve had COVID, you may receive the vaccine after your symptoms
have gone away and you have finished your isolation period. If you received certain medicines when you had COVID, you
may need to wait to be vaccinated. Talk to your provider about what’s right for you.

MYTH: The vaccine will change my DNA.
FACT: Your DNA is the blueprint for your body and is very difficult to change. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines contain a
different type of genetic material called messenger RNA, or mRNA. Your cells break down the mRNA after a short period of
time. And mRNA does not affect or interact with your DNA in any way.

MYTH: I can’t get the vaccine if I want to have a baby.
FACT: There is no evidence the vaccine does anything to a baby during pregnancy, nor that it does anything to the mother’s
body to prevent pregnancy in the future. For men, there is no evidence to suggest it affects the sperm or male reproductive
organs either, meaning it won’t prevent someone from becoming a father. Your provider can help answer any specific
questions.
For more information on vaccine safety, community supports, and continued protection against COVID, visit https://www.ihs.gov/vaccine

Together, we can reach community immunity.
Facts based on the CDC page Myths and Facts about COVID-19 Vaccines.
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New Metal Pipe Fencing
Work crews are pictured welding new fencing along the west side of Hwy
99/377 across the highway from the Sac and Fox Nation Administration Building and capitol complex south of Stroud, Okla.
(Photo by Mike Brown)

B us i nes s C o mmi ttee M eeti ng M i nutes
are now accessible on the Website and F acebook
sacandfoxnation-nsn.g ov

ALL FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! THANK YOU!!

The COVID-19 pandemic is not over, and it may not be over for a while. There
are three easy ways to help your community reach immunity.
1.

Get vaccinated.
No matter which vaccine you get, all available COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing serious and
potentially deadly effects from COVID-19 while also lowering your chances of infection with the virus.
Most clinics are now able to provide vaccines for everyone 12 years of age and older.

2.

Get the second dose.
If you receive the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine, you need to get a second dose a few weeks later. The second
shot is especially important, as it provides the full protection you want from a vaccine.

3.

Continue to protect yourself and your loved ones.
COVID-19 vaccines are effective at protecting you from getting sick. Based on what we know about COVID-19
vaccines, people who have been fully vaccinated can start to do some things that they had stopped doing
because of the pandemic.
You are not considered fully vaccinated until two weeks after you receive the 2nd dose of the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccine, or 2 weeks after receiving the single dose Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine.
Until then, there are three easy steps to stay safe:
Wear a mask.
Wash your hands.
Watch your distance (6 feet or more)
Protecting yourself will help to protect those around you who may not be able to get vaccinated.
For more information on vaccine safety, community supports, and continued protection against COVID, visit https://www.ihs.gov/vaccine

Together, we can reach community immunity.

Sac and Fox Nation Telephone
Extensions
Main Number: 918-968-3526

Chief - 1004 • Second Chief - 1008 • Treasurer - 1006 • Secretary - 1007
Committee Member - 1005 • BC Front Desk - 1009 • Tax - 1043-1045
Accounting - 1030-1036 • Property and Procurement - 1020-1039-1022
Maintenance - 2063 • BHHC - 918-968-9531 • ICW - 1711 • Court - 2039
Library - 2020-2021 • Language - 1075 • JUVI - 4000
USDA - 2077 (WIC 2079)-2080-2081-2082 (Warehouse USDA 2089)
Education - 2046 • IT - 2041 • Police - 2033 • Self-Governance - 1080
Capitol Security - 1090 • Realty - 1050 • Enrollment - 1040-1041
RAP - 2000 - 2001 • Social Services - 2010-2011 • OES - 2091-2092-2094
Veterans - 1065 • Newspaper - 1060 • Chief of Staff - 1010
NAGPRA/Historic Preservation - 1070 • ARPA - 1819
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