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A Strategic Plan for Tribal Government Leaders
by Longtime Indian Country Law Attorney Truman Carterby Truman Carter, 

Founder and Owner of 
Indian Country Law Center, 

Shawnee, Okla.
 The year 2021 has become a 
critical time in the history of In-
dian Tribes in Oklahoma in par-
ticular and around the country in 
general. Tribal leaders are facing 
attacks and challenges to tribal 
sovereignty, tribal self-govern-
ment, and to preserving the trib-
al ways of life.  
 Because of the numerous suc-
cesses of Tribes in providing 
and expanding public services 
and business ventures, state of-
fi cials are asking Congress to 
enact laws that erode those pre-
cious rights, privileges and im-
munities that past tribal leaders 
have fought so hard to prevent 
tribal erosion in favor of the 
state control over tribal and In-
dian activities on Indian lands.
 The duty and obligation of 
every Indian tribal leader is to 
take every action necessary to 
leave the tribes in better shape 
than they found them.

The Federal-Tribal 
Relationships 

As A Backdrop
 The history of the feder-
al-tribal relationships and pol-
icies has been described as a 
vacillating pendulum: from pol-
icies of removal/termination to 
policies strengthening inherent 
tribal self-government, authori-
ty, programs, and services. 
 Since the 1970’s, Congress 
has enacted numerous laws in-
creasing federal authority and 
responsibility in Indian Coun-
try and strengthening tribal 
self-government activities.
 The combination of these fed-
eral actions, as a matter of fed-
eral Indian law and policies, has 
contributed to the tremendous 
Renaissance of Indian tribal 
governments since the 1980’s.

Selected Court Decisions 
Affecting Tribal Criminal 

Jurisdiction 
As A Backdrop

 The history of federal Indian 
criminal law in Oklahoma, since 
1977, has been developed by the 
Courts’ “push-back” or denial of 
the State of Oklahoma’s prose-
cution of offenses committed by 
Indians in the 3 types of Indian 
Country, as defi ned by the feder-
al criminal statute.

Signifi cant Court Cases 
Affecting Tribal Sovereignty:
 • McGirt v. Oklahoma, U.S. 
Supreme Court, July 9, 2020 
Held:   Creek Reservation estab-
lished by Congress was never 
disestablished or diminished.  
Oklahoma is without lawful 
authority to arrest, prosecute or 
punish Indian defendants for 
state crimes committed on the 
reservation.
 • Sharp v. Murphy, U.S. Su-
preme Court, July 9, 2020 Held:   
Creek Reservation established 
by Congress was never disestab-
lished or diminished. Oklahoma 
is without lawful authority to ar-
rest, prosecute or punish Indian 
defendants for state crimes com-
mitted on the reservation.
 • U.S. v. Cooley, U.S. Su-
preme Court June 1, 2021 
(unanimous): Issue:   Whether 
lower courts erred in suppress-
ing evidence on the theory that 
a tribal  police offi cer lacked the 
authority to temporarily detain 
and search a non-Indian motor-
ist on a public highway within a 
reservation, based upon a poten-
tial violation of federal or state 
law.
 Held:   A tribal police offi cer 
has the authority, upon probable 
cause, to temporarily detain a 

non-Indian traveling on a pub-
lic highway running through a 
reservation for a potential viola-
tion of state or federal law, and 
to conduct a search to the extent 
necessary to protect himself or 
others prior to transportation to 
the proper authorities.
 • Oliphant v. Suquamish Indi-
an Tribe, U.S. Supreme Court, 
March 6, 1978 Held:   Indian 
tribes do not have criminal au-
thority over non- Indian offend-
ers in the Indian country.
 • Duro v. Reina, U.S. Su-
preme Court, May 29, 1990 
Held:   An Indian tribe may not 
assert criminal jurisdiction over 
a non-member Indian.
 • Duro “Fix”:  Congress 
amended the Indian Civil Right 
Act of 1968 in 1990, to effec-
tively overturn or “fi x” the gap 
of jurisdiction created by the 
Duro v. Reina decision.
 Historically, it is clear that 
the Department of Justice has 
often abdicated its Congressio-
nally-mandated responsibility 
to enforce the federal criminal 
laws in the Indian country in 
Oklahoma.
 If the established federal 
criminal rule of law is followed, 
the administration and the en-
forcement of the criminal laws 
in the Indian country in Okla-
homa will be normalized and 
applied as it is in the rest of the 
country.  The awkward “checker 
boarded” Indian country lands 
in the Creek Reservation will be 
eliminated.
 Justice requires that the feder-
al government investigate these 
criminal offenses, and prosecute 
offenders who commit crimes 
by or against Indians in the In-
dian country. The State of Okla-
homa should not be rewarded in 
its repeated failed attempts to 
oust the federal government of 
its lawful authority and respon-
sibilities in the federal Indian 
country.  State offi cials should 
not benefi t (by a future Act 
of Congress) from their own 
wrongdoing (unauthorized pros-
ecutions of Indians).
 Congress has a Federal trust 
responsibility to serve and pro-
tect Indians, tribes and the Indi-
an country, provide law and or-
der, and to prevent unauthorized 
state incursions into the Indian 
country.
 After each court decision af-
fecting Oklahoma, Congress did 
the right thing by doing noth-
ing. Federal, state, tribal and 
local law authorities serve the 
entire public best by working 
more closely together in their 
shared responsibilities through 
coordination of enforcement 
of the criminal laws. Existing 
state-tribal law enforcement 
agreements are working well in 
practice. Updated law enforce-
ment training is available.
 The proposed legislation, 
supported by the state gover-
nor, would abrogate the inherent 
powers of tribal government and 
/or diminish the tribal territorial 
jurisdiction. Instead of eroding 
and reducing federal and tribal 
authority and the territorial re-
sponsibilities by the proposed 
federal legislation, Congress 
should increase funding to fed-
eral and tribal agencies enforc-
ing the laws. 
 Finally, in 1995, the Sac 
and Fox Nation supported and 
confi rmed the exclusive feder-
al criminal authority in Indian 
country crimes by becoming 
the fi rst and only Indian tribe in 

Oklahoma to opt-in and sanc-
tion the federal death penalty 
over certain federal crimes com-
mitted by or against Indians in 
the Sac and Fox Indian country.  
18 U.S.C. § 3591-98. 

Tribal Pro-Active Strategy:
Tribal leaders should:
 • Perform research and ana-
lyze the historical legal and po-

litical relationship between the 
United States and the Tribe.
 • Perform research and ana-
lyze the establishment and sta-
tus of the Tribal Reservation 
boundaries.
 • Actively coordinate the in-
vestigation and prosecution of 
Indian crimes with federal, tribal 
and local prosecutors and feder-

al, tribal and local law enforce-
ment agencies. Seek consisten-
cy of government positions.
 • Tribal leaders should ac-
tively communicate with Con-
gress, the Biden administration, 
and the public to protect and 
strengthen tribal self-govern-
ment. The Tribe should control 
the narrative and the message.
 • Review the Tribal Constitu-
tion to provide the greatest tribal 

(Continued on Page 2)

Contractors Association Selects Sac and
Fox Facility For ‘Build Oklahoma’ Award

Shown above is a front (east) view of the new Sac and Fox Nation Transportation Building 
in Stroud, Okla.  Lambert Construction, of Stillwater, Okla., has received a ‘Build Oklahoma’ 
award in recognition of the unique facility.               (Photo courtesy of Lambert Construction) 

 Lambert Construction Com-
pany, of Stillwater, Okla., has 
received a ‘Build Oklahoma’ 
award from the Associated Gen-
eral Contractors of Oklahoma 
(AGCOK) for its successful 
completion of the Sac and Fox 
Nation Transportation Facility, 
which also houses the tribe’s el-
ders and veterans organizations.
 This is a single story building 
in Stroud, Okla. consisting of 
9,231 square feet of fi nished in-

terior and another 2,700 square 
feet of external courtyard space.  
Lambert’s Chris Allen served 
as project manager, and Ryan 
Sewell was superintendent.  Ar-
chitect for the development was 
Studio 45 Architects of Tulsa, 
Okla. 
 The architect was able to in-
corporate the traditional tribal 
emblem and the “Black Hawk” 
into the design of the building. 
The unique shape and overall 

exterior architectural design of 
the building resembles that of 
a black hawk. The design ob-
jective was accomplished with 
the way the roof slopes upward 
from the central courtyard to-
wards the ends of the building. 
 The entire construction was 
completed within the budget 
and ahead of schedule.  AGCOK 
is a state-wide, full services, 
non-profi t organization for con-
struction industry professionals.

‘Thaki Thursdays’ Return to the Cultural Center
Following an extended break 
due to COVID-19 health safety 
protocol, the Sauk Language 
Dept. on July 1 resumed “Tha-
ki Thursdays” sessions in the 
Cultural Center for Sac and Fox 
Nation employees.  All employ-
ees are welcome to attend the 
12 p.m. sessions, which include 
lunch and language lessons.  
Sauk Language Specialists Ka-
tie Thompson and Eddie Full-
bright, shown center back and 
foreground, are pictured while 
conducting a language lesson 
for those in attendance on July 
15.         (Photo by Mike Brown)

Should We Fear the Circulating COVID-19 Variants
 A Covid-19 variant that ap-
pears more contagious than the 
earliest strain of the virus is 
increasingly circulating in the 
U.S. But is the mutation some-
thing to fear?  Only if you’re 
unvaccinated, say experts at the 
Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation.
 “Viruses mutate to survive,” 
said OMRF immunologist Eliza 
Chakravarty, M.D. “Becoming 
more transmissible is helpful 
from an evolutionary perspec-
tive. But with vaccines, we can 
mount a defense we didn’t have 
last year.”
 The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention has 
classifi ed the delta variant, fi rst 
identifi ed in India, as a “variant 
of concern.” The CDC gave the 
mutation that now accounts for 
more than 20% of new infec-
tions in the U.S. the designation 
based on growing evidence that 

the variant spreads more easily 
and causes more severe cases 
of Covid-19 when compared to 
other variants.
 The variant’s prevalence has 
more than doubled in recent 
weeks. What started as a seem-
ingly small percentage of cases 
doesn’t mean small danger for a 
virus that has claimed more than 
600,000 lives in the U.S., said 
OMRF physician-scientist Hal 
Scofi eld, M.D.
 “The delta variant appears 
prime to become the dominant 
coronavirus strain in the U.S., as 
it is now in the United Kingdom 
and India,” said Scofi eld, noting 
that the variant is striking teens 
and young adults with increas-
ing speed. “For communities 
with low levels of vaccination 
in Oklahoma, this could mean 
serious trouble come fall.”
 There is good news for the 
fully vaccinated, Scofi eld said. 

In a study published in May, re-
searchers in the U.K. found that 
a two-dose regimen of the Pfi z-
er vaccine was 88% effective 
against symptomatic Covid-19 
from the delta variant. CDC 
offi cials anticipate similar re-
sults for Moderna’s vaccine. 
And the effectiveness of John-
son & Johnson’s one-dose shot 
appears only slightly lowered at 
60%, vs. the 66% seen in clini-
cal trials against the variant.
 Despite this, in the same U.K. 
study, scientists found that one 
dose of the Pfi zer vaccine is just 
33% effective against the virus.  
“It’s a reminder of how critical 
full vaccination is,” said Chakra-
varty. “If you are unvaccinated 
and waiting to see whether there 
will be a spike in cases before 
getting your shot, or if you’ve 
delayed in getting your second 
dose, the time to act is now.”

(Continued on Page 3)
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The Sac & Fox News is the monthly 
publication of the Sac & Fox Nation, 
located on SH 99, six miles south of 
Stroud, OK.

Mailing address: 
 Sac and Fox Nation
 Administration Building
 920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
 Stroud, OK  74079
 Phone: 918-968-3526 
 Fax: 918-968-4837
The Sac & Fox News is the official 

publication of the Sac and Fox 
Nation. Our mission is to meet all 
tribal members information needs 
concerning the Nation.

The Sac & Fox News is mailed free, 
one per address, to enrolled Sac and 
Fox tribal members. Paid subscriptions 
are available for $12.00 annually. 

Editorial statements, guest columns, 
and letters to the editor published in 
this newspaper contain the opinions 
of the writers. These opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Sac and Fox News staff or any 
elected official or department of tribal 
government or administration. 

The Sac and Fox News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of letters to 
the editor. All editorials and letters to 
the editor become the property of the 
Sac and Fox News. 

Submissions for publication must 
be signed by the author and include 
an address and contact phone number. 
They are limited to 300 words. The 
staff will not edit editorials or letters 
to the editor to fit the 300-word limit.

Deadline for the September issue is:
Friday, August 20 at 4:30 p.m. 

Reprint permission is granted, with 
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News, 
unless other copyrights are shown. 
Articles and letters may be submitted 
to the newspaper either by mail or Fax 
to the address provided above, - or by  
e-mail:newspaper@sacandfoxnation-
nsn.gov.

Address corrections & changes are 
accepted by The Business Committee 
at the address listed below. 

Managing Editor
Mike Brown

For information:
918-968-3526 x1060

newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Publisher: Sac and Fox Nation

Member of
 Native American Journalists

Assn - Since 1988
Member OPA

~~~~~~~
Tribal Officers:

918-968-3526 or 800-259-3970

Principal Chief:
Justin Freeland Wood

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1004

chief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Second Chief:
Don Abney

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1008

secondchief@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Secretary:
Jacklyn K. King

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1007

secretary@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Treasurer:
Carla Wallace 

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1006

treasurer@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Committee Member:
Robert Williamson

Telephone (918) 968-3526
 Ext. 1005

cmember@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Business Committee
 Mailing Address:

Sac and Fox Nation
Administration Building
920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A

Stroud, OK  74079
Visit us on the webb @
sacandfoxnation.com

click news
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Donald Richard Jones
Gary Lee Cuppawhe
Emma Rivas
Valerie Dawn Collette
Herbert Daniel Walker
Janet Gail White
Cheryl Ann Pennington
Senecah Damian Blaisdale
Grover Keith Morris
Shari Lynn Hanger
Elmer Benson Walker
Marie Tredway
Sandra Ann Topping
Monica Gean Bruno
Tina Louise Escobedo
Arletta Mae Gallaway
Marilyn Johnson
Charles David Brown
Lois Ann Carter
Mary J. Manydeeds
Kelly Ann Franklin
Beverly Sue Kimble
Daniel Gutierrez
Walter Jack Miles
Michael John Bouzis
Tammy Jo Brown
Denice Lynn Whitebead
Kenneth Edmund Miller
David Keith Nordyke
Gloria Elaine Gunter
Richard Lee Monday
Gregory Paul Stephens
Keith Edward Franklin
Terri Mack McClung
Jacqueline Ann Jones
Jack Allen Tiger
Judith Lynne Calkins
Johnny R. O’Brien
Randy Gene Harris
Karen Sue Vanderploeg
Gwendolyn F. Roubidoux
Richard Gene Masquat
Marilyn Beverly McClelland
George F. Stroebel
Mary J. Mutter
Elizabeth Kay Rhoads
Ronald E. James
Marilyn Rose Thurman
Jerry Whistler Snow
Ellen S. Griffith

Nancy Louise Patten-Zerby
Sandra Kay Duran
Russell Thomas Morris
Carl Edward Wallace
Walter Larry Coker
Anna Kilgore
Sherry Lee Kern
Tommy Jay Conallis
Gale Charlene Beckman
Judy F. Simmons
Paula Ann Donahoo
Larry Dean Blanchard
Joyce Ann Wolf
Brenda Colleen Haney
Norwood Masquat
James Howard Roubidoux
Zoe Hazel Williamson
Cara Lorene Mack
Donna Lynn Couteau
Henry Bentley Walker
Franklin Charles Gokey
Sherry Leann Smock
Frankie Ben Croley
Alva Mae Horse
Robert L. Monday
Brian Tug Smith
Russell E. Saunders
Georgia Faye Nullake
Terri Ann Thompson
Earl Lee Eldredge
Karen L. Ingham
Debra Gail Marez
Kellie Ann Sorensen
Herbert Lee Schexnider
Eugenia Tyner-Dawson
Rita A. Megehee
John Kinzie Whistler
Hugh Stephen Hargrove
Kimberly Kay Kowena
Stella M. Nullake
David Boyd Wakolee
Bessie Leatrice Morris
Mary Toche Gibbs
Olinda Jean West
Ricky Martin Morgan
Cora Jeanne Lippi
Carmon Roy Clark
William Raymond Masters
Chloe Ann Davenport
Michael Anthony Sugar

Happy August Birthday Elders!

Obituaries
Candace Patricia McConnell Howard

SAC AND FOX TAX COMMISSION
REVENUE
September 2020

Beer and Liquor...................................................................$101.03
State Tobacco Rebate.................................................$268,258.83
Motor Vehicle...................................................................$9,615.44
Sales Tax........................................................................$14,088.01
Treasury...............................................................................$125.00
Oil and Gas.............................................................................$0.00
Gaming..........................................................................$132,301.98

TOTAL..............$424,490.29

government authority available under in-
herent tribal authority, treaty rights, and 
additional grants of authority from Con-
gress, over persons and activities in the 
Tribal Indian country.
  •Establish tribal courts and strengthen 
the tribal law and order and judicial sys-
tem to the greatest extent possible, with 
the maximum amount of authority per-
mitted by law.
  • Review, update tribal laws, rules, reg-
ulations, procedures and policies to au-
thorize and exercise the greatest amount 
of lawful tribal governmental authority. 
Sovereignty is the power to make your 
own laws and to be ruled by those laws. 
State courts have a tendency to fill gaps 
in tribal law by inserting state laws and 
values in the absence of tribal laws. 
  •  Secure  federal  grants  for  law  and 
order facilities and the planning, design 
and construction of adult and juvenile de-
tention facilities. 
  • Seek and dedicate adequate resourc-
es for tribal law enforcement, child wel-
fare, and the courts.

Tribal Defensive Strategy:
Tribal leaders should:
  • Monitor and respond to Congressio-
nal and federal agency initiatives to erode 
tribal authority or reduce federal funding. 
The Oklahoma governor has hired a full-
time lobbyist in Washington, D.C. to pro-
mote state interests and to diminish tribal 
interests.
  • Ask  the  President  and  Congress  to 
legislatively fix or overturn the Oliphant 
and Cooley decisions.
  • Ask the President and Congress to re-
frain from any attempts to “fix” McGirt 
and Murphy, by legislatively overturning 
these Supreme Court decisions.
  • Ask  the  President  and  Congress  to 
reverse and roll-back key provisions of 
the  National  Environmental  Policy Act 
(NEPA), which authorizes Oklahoma  to 
determine environmental rules, regula-
tions and policies on Indian lands.   

Strategic 
Plan

(Continued From Page 1)

Correction
And Apology

  Editor’s Note:  My apology to Mr. 
Lawrence Oliver Kahbeah Sr., 2017 
Sac and Fox Nation Senior Man, for 
misidentifying him in the July 2021 
edition of the Sac and Fox News.  
Mr. Kahbeah offered  the  invocation 
during the installation of new Sac 
and Fox Nation Treasurer Carla Wal-
lace.
  Also, my  apology  to Mr.  Eugene 
Wakole for misspelling his name in 
the July 2021 edition of the Sac and 
Fox News.  Mr. Wakole held the Holy 
Bible for the oath of office ceremony.

Sincerely,
Mike Brown
News Editor

Sac and Fox News

  Candace Howard was born on Decem-
ber 15, 1947 to Quenton McConnell and 
Lydia Grant. She passed peacefully and 
gently at home on July 5th, 2021. 
 She served as treasurer of the Sac and 
Fox Nation from 1996-1998.
 Survivors include her only child, Dana 
Davis  and  her  husband  Robert  Davis; 
three  grandkids,  Robert  and  his  wife 
Alexis,  Meredith,  and  Caroline  Davis; 
sisters, Anna Russell and Lisa Lizarrago; 

brothers, Kenny George and Terry Billi-
man. 
 Candace was preceded in death by 
her  husband,  Louis  Howard;  her  par-
ents;  three  brothers,  Franklin  McCon-
nell,  Houston  McConnell,  and  Thomas 

George; sisters, Lydia Fanny McConnell 
and Alice Billiman.
 Funeral services were held Friday, 
July 9, 2021 at Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Norman, Okla.  Burial was held at 
Warren Cemetery in Norman, Okla.

Candace Howard

Forrest Neil Walker

Forrest Neil Walker

  Forrest  Neil  “Kesko” Walker,  70,  of 
Shawnee, Okla., passed away on Sunday, 
July 18, 2021 at O.U. Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City.  He was born November 
16, 1950  in Shawnee  to Willard Walker 
Sr. and Henryetta (Bentley) Walker.
  He  leaves  behind  his  beloved  wife, 
Vera (Starr) Walker; granddaughter Erin 
J.  Walker;  great-granddaughter  Aida 
Rain Walker; sister, Catherine “Bummie” 
Walker;  sister, Lela Walker,  sister Mary 
Dora Kaskuske, and numerous nieces, 
nephews, and grandchildren.
  Wake services were held July 20, 2021 
at  the Walker  Home  Place  in McLoud, 
Okla.. Burial was held July 21, 2021 at 
Walker Family Cemetery.
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Human Services
Dept. Accepting
Applications for
LIHEAP Program
LIHEAP: We are current-
ly accepting application for 
the cooling season of our LI-
HEAP program. The Low-In-
come Home Energy Assis-
tance Program is designed to 
provide energy assistance to 
any members of a federally 
recognized tribe. Applicants 
must reside within Sac & Fox 
Nation jurisdictional boundar-
ies.  Applicants must meet the 
current year of LIHEAP in-
come guidelines.  Applicants 
may only receive assistance 
once per cooling/heating sea-
son per household. The appli-
cation can be found under the 
Human Services tab on the 
nation’s website at www.sa-
candfoxnation-nsn.gov.

Activity Committee
Announcement

 The Sac & Fox Nation Activity 
Committee is comprised of trib-
al member volunteers who have 
the desire to promote activities 
within our tribe. 
 The Activity Committee is 
open to all Sac & Fox tribal 
members as well as non-tribal 
members. Beginning in July, the 
Activity Committee will hold a 
regular meeting the first Tues-
day of every month at 6:30 pm 
in the Shawnee Multi-Purpose 
Building. Meetings are open to 
the public. 
 The Activity Committee en-
courages membership, ideas, 
suggestions and/or concerns 
of the organization and hosting 
events.

BHHC Dietitian Josh Nooner is pictured at the Shawnee Service Unit Health 
Fair and Vaccine Event at Shawnee Mall.        (Photo courtesy of Josh Nooner)

Black Hawk Diabetes and Behavioral Health 
Programs Take Part in Shawnee Health Fair
 Representatives of the Black Hawk 
Health Center’s (BHHC) Special Diabe-
tes Program and the BHHC Behavioral 

Health Services Dept. took part in the 
Shawnee Service Unit Health Fair and 
Vaccine Event held June 26, 2021 at 
Shawnee Mall.
 Josh Nooner, Dietitian, worked a booth 
for the BHHC Special Diabetes Program 
and, DeAnna Densman, LADC worked 
the booth for BHHC Behavioral Health 
Services. 
 The event was a collaboration among 
five tribal organizations: Sac and Fox 
Nation, Iowa Tribe, Citizen Potawoto-
mi Nation, Absentee Shawnee Tribe, 
and Kickapoo Nation. There were over 
20 vendors with more than 200 in atten-
dance. 

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are now accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov and Facebook

 Although infections of Covid-19 are 
rare in fully vaccinated people, Scofield 
said that testing should remain top of 
mind to track the progression of the delta 
variant in the state.
 “If you’re vaccinated, we’re on the 
cusp of returning to regular life,” said 
Scofield. “But if you’re sick with symp-
toms such as coughing, fever and diffi-
culty breathing, you still need a Covid 
test.”

(Continued From Page 1)

COVID
Variants

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library
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Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News    by Edwina Butler-Wolfe

Kids and Grandkids 
Are G-R-E-A-T!!

We want to feature the scholastic, academic and 
athletic awards or achievements of your child or 

grandchild of the Sac and Fox Nation!
Send all pertinent information, such as name of 

student, town, school and grade attending, 
explanation of award or achievement, and names of 
parents and/or grandparents, along with a current 

photo of the student to:
newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

or: Sac and Fox News, 920963 S. Hwy. 99
Stroud, OK  74079

Save the 
Date!

Event: Presentation of 
Seniors of the Year & 

Tribal Royalty
Date: Sunday, Septem-

ber 12th, 2021
Where: Hawk Haven

 The Moderna vaccine is now available to all pa-
tients at Black Hawk Health Center. To schedule 
your vaccine appointment, please call 918-968-
9531.
 According to CDC guidelines, people are not 
considered fully vaccinated until two weeks af-
ter their second dose of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine. You should keep using all the tools avail-
able to protect yourself and others until you are 
fully vaccinated. These include continuing to wear 
a mask, practice social distancing, and frequent 
hand washing.

 Like to start off with an update from 
the Office of the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education (OSDE):  There will 
be some relief to 181 Oklahoma school 
districts from Oklahoma School Coun-
selor Corps, this will help meet the needs 
of children in the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 Over $35 million is awarded to the 
181 Oklahoma School Districts. Public 
Schools will hire counselors and school 
based mental health professionals. OSDE 
is using $35.7 million in federal relief to 
fund the grant program called the Okla-
homa School Counselor Corps.
Students will receive counseling services 
that has suffered during this pandemic. 
 Some schools have limited and to no 
school counselors in their districts. This 
Grant can be very beneficial to students 
who seek help with the trauma that this 
pandemic has caused in their lives and to 
their family.
 School districts who applied for the 
Oklahoma School Counselor Corps 
grants, is to fund approximately 50% 
of the cost of the salary and benefits of 
qualified positions.  In the application 
districts were able to specify exact needs 
for school counselors, licensed school 
based mental health professionals, so-
cial workers, recreational therapists and/
or contracts for eligible positions or ser-
vice. This grant will fund the positions 
for three years or through the 2023 -2024 

school year. 
 In the 181 districts that are receiving 
the grant, schools have requested 222 
school counselors, 36 licensed social 
workers, 54 licensed mental health pro-
fessionals, 42 contracted services, and 
four recreational therapists. OSDE will 
hire five regional positions to support the 
Oklahoma School Counselor Corps with 
training and professional development. 
 Here is a list of schools who have ap-
plied for grant funding that Sac and Fox 
Nation JOM Program services:  Chandler 
Public School, North Rock Creek Pub-
lic School, Prague Public School, Rip-
ley Public School and Shawnee Public 
School.  We send our congratulations to 
those schools for applying for the grant 
and receiving funds to help our students.
 We have started accepting RAP Cloth-
ing/school supply applications, I would 
like to make it clear that if you did not 
turn in your clothing/school supply re-
ceipts by APRIL 1, 2021 for school year 
2020-2021, you will not be eligible to 
apply for school year 2021-202, But you 
can apply for school year 2022 – 2023, 
next year. When we start accepting RAP 
Clothing/School Supply Application on 
July 1, 2022. 
 We have STOPPED taking Higher 
Education Applications as of June 30, 
2021 that was the deadline for Fall 2021. 

Please do not send in applications for 
the RAP and DOI Higher Education we 
will be sending them back to you as the 
DEADLINE was JUNE 30, 2021. 
 Liz and I have been training to im-
plement ‘laserfische’ in the Education 
Department.  This will enable us to scan 
in all the applications for JOM, Higher 
Education, and Clothing/School Supply 
applications to keep records in digital 
format as we modernize our department 
processes, which will save time.
 The Education Department would like 
to thank Ms. Anna McMeekan from Rock 
Island, Illinois, for the school supplies. 
Ms. McMeekan was in Oklahoma during 
the Fourth of July weekend, and she do-
nated school supplies for around 50 stu-
dents. We will be sending out a notice 
on our Sac and Fox web page and Face-
Book about when we will start handing 
out the donated items. The school year is 
fast approaching and we hope that par-
ents/guardians will continue to keep their 
children safe by encouraging to wear a 
mask and practice safe social distancing 
per CDC guidelines. 
 If you have any concern, please let me 
know.

Thank you,
Edwina Butler-Wolfe

918 968-3526. Ext: 2046 or 
405 328-0402 

SAC AND FOX TAX COMMISSION
REVENUE
October 2020

Beer and Liquor...................................................................$159.14
State Tobacco Rebate.................................................$376,560.89
Motor Vehicle...................................................................$5,043,40
Sales Tax..........................................................................$9,338.07
Treasury...............................................................................$120.00
Oil and Gas.............................................................................$0.00
Gaming..........................................................................$142,653.72

TOTAL..............$533,875.22
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The W-9 FORM CAN BE FOUND IN THIS EDITION ON PAGE 10

RAP Department Application Form
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SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

Indians are born speaking our languages. For some of us, they lie dormant 
within our bodies. They are looking for a way out. God gave us these beautiful 
languages. All of us hold them in a sacred manner within. There is no such 
thing as an Indian person who cannot speak Indian.

Our language programs fi nd these languages within our bodies. They bring 
them out through our mouths and deliver them to their rightful resting places 
within our hearts.

Sauk Language
Department

August Comic
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 The Sac and Fox Nation Direct Employment Program is to 
provide assistance to eligible Tribal Members who obtain new 
fulltime/permanent employment. The service is designed to 
assist with transportation, supplies, equipment, uniforms, and 
meal allowance. The program is to assist a Tribal member who 
has not received his/her first full paycheck. Applicants must re-
side within the Sac and Fox Nation jurisdictional boundaries. 
Contact the Human Service Department at 9118-968-3526 ext. 
2011 or 2010 for more details.

Direct Employment Program

HELP WANTED!
SAC & FOX NATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The following is a list of job vacancies with 

the Sac & Fox Nation:
PC Technician

Maintenance Technician/Mechanic
Health Information Manager

Chief Financial Officer
Resident Advisor (Juvenile Detention Center)

Finance Manager
Cashier

Special Projects Manager
Environmental Specialist

Grant Writer/Planner
Meal Delivery Driver (Part-time)

Policy Analyst
Staff Accountant 1

Library Technician (Part-time)
Applicants must successfully pass an OSBI/National background check and 

drug screen. Preference in hiring is given to qualified Native Americans.  
Applicants claiming Indian Preference must provide a copy of their CDIB. For 

more information and to learn how to apply please visit our website at:  
www.sacandfoxnation.com

or contact Human Resources, Sac and Fox Nation, 920963 S. Hwy. 99, 
Bldg. A Stroud, OK 74079 or by phone  (918) 968-3526

August Word SearchRecycling Program Update
by Jeremy Fincher, 

Environmental Director
 As the Nation has started to open back 
up, OES has received a lot of inquiries 
about the status of our recycling pro-
gram.  At this time the recycling program 
will remain suspended while we ready 
our equipment and monitor the rise in 
Covid cases.  We have begun prepara-
tions and are gearing up to re-implement 
the program, but there is still work to be 
completed and unique precautions we 
have to take into account.  
 Some of the preparations already un-
derway are getting our recycling trailers 
and equipment serviced and making sure 
they are safe to drive down the road ful-
ly loaded.  We currently have our dump 
trailer serviced and are waiting on our 
AlleyCat trailer that usually sits in our 
parking lot.  Additionally, OES is only 
half-staffed.  We are excited that we may 
have an Environmental Technician start-
ing soon.  The position has been vacant 
for over a year and one of their primary 
responsibilities is collecting and trans-
porting solid waste, aka recycling.  
 Once we ensure our equipment is safe 
to operate and we have the staff in place 
we will be one step closer to starting the 
recycling program back up.
 In addition to the ongoing work on 
equipment and efforts to hire staff, we 
must also be aware of the changing land-
scape and recent up-ticks in Covid-19 
infection rates, breakthrough cases, and 
especially the Delta and UK variants.  I 
have had many conversations with tribal 
members and co-workers about the in-
creased risks involved in how we must 

drop off our recycling.  When the recy-
cling program is in full swing we collect 
TONS per month and therefore use a ma-
jor transfer station in Oklahoma City.   
 While other drivers and workers stay 
in the cabins of their vehicles/machinery 
and only have to hit a button to empty 
their bin, we have to unload everything 
by hand.  That means we are walking 
around while breathing heavily in an en-
closed spaced while huge front-end load-
ers and trash trucks are pushing and emp-
tying waste material all around us.  It is 
dangerous enough as is, and now all the 
particulates floating in the air create an 
elevated risk of exposure of Covid-19 or 
one of its variants.  This elevated risk of 
exposure is unique to our operation since 
we must unload by hand and is currently 
my major concern.  
 We understand and appreciate the de-
sire to recycle and the comfort and hap-
piness it brings knowing you are making 
a difference in preventing pollution.  We 
very much share those feelings and want 
to get the recycling program back up and 
running as soon and as SAFELY as we 
can.  As of the week of July 19th, we are 
already seeing an uptick in cases again 
and we are monitoring the number of cas-
es and infection trends closely.  We must 
also take into consideration that there is a 
chance, as seen in other areas of the U.S., 
Covid-19 precautions may be re-instated.  
And we want to avoid rolling the recy-
cling program back out and then having 
to shut it down again causing even more 
confusion and frustration.  
 With so many variables, I cannot put 
an exact date on when the recycling pro-
gram will start up again, but I hope it is 
sooner rather than later.  In the meantime, 
please know we have already begun the 
work getting everything ready and when 
it is safe to do so, we can hit the ground 
running.  If there is anything new infor-
mation to relay, I will write another up-
date for next month’s Newsletter and/or 
post on the website or OES’s Facebook 
page.
 If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact with myself, or Dale Mill-
er, Environmental Specialist, at 918-968-
0046.  
Please note OES’s Shortel phones (918-
968-3526) with the direct extensions 
have been down for most of the year.  
OES has not been able to answer or place 
calls, receive voicemails, or update our 
voicemail greetings.  
 Also, the email address, oes@sacand-
foxnation-nsn.gov has been down for 
quite a while, so we are not receiving any 
emails on that address at this time.  We 
hope the issue is resolved soon and apol-
ogize for any inconvenience.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are now accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov and Facebook

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library
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Business Committee Meeting Minutes Business Committee Meeting Minutes

Business Committee Meeting Minutes

Sac and Fox Nation Telephone 
Extensions

Main Number:  918-968-3526
Chief - 1004 • Second Chief - 1008 • Treasurer - 1006 • Secretary - 1007 

Committee Member - 1005 • BC Front Desk - 1009 • Tax - 1043-1045  
Accounting - 1030-1036 • Property and Procurement - 1020-1039-1022
Maintenance - 2063 • BHHC - 918-968-9531 • ICW - 1711 • Court - 2039

Library - 2020-2021 • Language - 1075 • JUVI - 4000
USDA - 2077 (WIC 2079)-2080-2081-2082 (Warehouse USDA 2089)

Education - 2046 • IT - 2041 • Police - 2033 • Self-Governance - 1080
Capitol Security - 1090 • Realty - 1050 • Enrollment - 1040-1041

RAP - 2000 - 2001 • Social Services - 2010-2011 • OES - 2091-2092-2094
Veterans - 1065 • Newspaper - 1060 • Chief of Staff - 1010 

NAGPRA/Historic Preservation - 1070 • ARPA - 1819



Jackson Ellis
George Lee Walker II

Betty Lou Wano
Patty Ann Harjo

Dean Ray Tartsah
Michael E. Jennings

William Earl Masquas Jr.
Joshua Dillon Holley

Cheyeanne Lea McEntire
Grace Nama Springer

Sarah Leigh Bass
Gloria Ann Hawkins
Quintin Dale Butler
Ferell E. Longshore

Edward Charles Spoon Jr.
Mary E. Osborn

David Danie Harris
Harlan Mack McKosato

Mary Lou Peacore
Vicky Harley
Isabelle Edgin

Brandon Eriek Norman
Larry Wayne Grass
Mary E. Eldredge
Thomas Morris Jr.
Donna L. Haney

Leanne Noel Masters
Nia Iris Schexnider

Edward James Bruno
Johnny Ray Walker

Wrenlee Todd Jordan
John Wayne Hastings

Annabell Wiseman
Harry Dewynne Wood

Shalah Louise Grass
Stella Louise Wilson
Jason Paul Wilson

Pauline Louise White
Michael Harry Deer
Georgia Ann Noble

Mark Edward Crane
Sharon Elaine Franklin
Claudia Patricia Cale
Patricia Ann Wakolee

Gerald Kelly Bass
Cheryl Lynn McClellan

Skye Le Ann Jim
Justin Wade Ponkilla

Terry Gene Williams Jr.
Jane Hope Stephens

George Thomas Anderson 
Samuel T. Anderson
Robert Wayne Davis
Cynthia Joy Standlee

Phillip R. Decker
David G. Morris

Peter Timothy Miles
Leland Jesse Long Jr.
Sarah Ann Warlick
Peggy Sue Rimando
Vincent Lee Bruno
Elaine Marie Wolf

Cleda Darlene Crowe
Harry Benson Walker Jr.

Stephanie Jane Heneha-Roubidoux
Billy Thurman Wakole Sr.
Isaac Benjamin Littleton
Peggy Ann Paulette Ellis

Teresa Marie Carpenter
Malisa Haney

Clifford Ray Blanchard
Roger Keith James
Brenda K. Nicholas

Adam Lee Jones

In Memoriam
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We Respectfully Remember and Honor 
The Sac and Fox Nation Tribal Members 

Known to Have Passed Away 
From March 12, 2020 to June 7, 2021



2 0 2 1  P E R  C A P I TA PAY M E N T  I N F O R M AT I O N

Which funds get reported on Form 1099-Misc? 
Distributions could be derived from many 
sources, including the profi ts from a tribal busi-
ness other than a Class II or Class III gaming 
operation, interest income on investments, or 
rental payments from tribal lands.  All these 
payments require a tribe to prepare a Form 
1099-MISC 

When does a person receive a Form 1099-Misc, 
Statement for Recipients of Miscellaneous In-
come? If a person receives $600 or more in 
1 calendar year from the same source, that 
amount must be reported on a Form 1099, and 
that Form 1099-Misc. must be provided to the 
individual.  

It is only the amount distributed from NET 
GAMING REVENUE that is subject to with-
holding. The Internal Revenue Code provides 
that “Every person, including an Indian tribe, 
making a payment to a member of an Indian 
tribe from the net revenues of any Class II or 
Class III gaming activity conducted or licensed 
by such tribe, shall deduct and withhold from 
such payment a tax in an amount equal to such 
payment’s proportionate share of the annual-
ized tax.” The amount to withhold is provided 
in Withholding Tables found in IRS Publication 
15-A, Employer’s Supplemental Tax Guide. 

If the Indian tribe anticipates making a distri-
bution of any kind, the Indian tribe needs the 
tribal members’ Social Security number before 
the distribution is made. If an Indian tribe does 
not know a tribal member’s Social Security 
number at the time of distribution, the distribu-
tion is subject to “backup withholding” (at 28% 
in 2009). (Source: Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) Indian Tribal Governments Frequently 
Asked Questions, Last Reviewed or Updated: 
April 22, 2013) 

Per capita payments could affect any Tribal, 
Federal, State, and/or Local benefi ts you may 
receive or programs in which you participate. 
The Sac and Fox Nation encourage you to 
check with your tax accountant or benefi t spe-
cialist.  

W-9 FORM MUST BE CUT ON DOTTED LINE BEFORE MAILING

^̂̂ ^̂̂

Why does a W-9 needed to be submitted yearly?
If a tribal member receives income that is taxable, a 1099 
must be issued for Tax Purposes. The W-9 also serves as 
a yearly address update.
 
Can the allotted minor payment be refused in order to 
have the entire per capita payment be deposited in trust?
Yes, but in order to do so we must still receive a W-9 for 
the same reasons stated above. We would also need a 
written statement to that effect to be included with the W-9.

NOTICE 

X

X

X

X

X
X SAC AND FOX NATION

920883 S. HIGHWAY 99 BLDG. “A”
STROUD, OKLAHOMA, 74079

Tax Liability Notifi cation
What are the withholding requirements for distributions that are made 
per a Revenue Allocation Plan (RAP)?  The fi rst step is to identify the 
source of funds used for the distribution. Unless the source of funds 
is specifi cally exempt from taxation, the amounts that make up the 
distributions to tribal members are taxable.

W-9 Form
It is critical that the W-9 Form be completed correctly and thoroughly 
for each individual tribal member. Be sure to fi ll out your NAME, MAIL-
ING ADDRESS, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, and then SIGN and 
DATE your form.

Required Legal Documents  
If you have had a name change due to marriage, divorce, adoption, 
etc., it is important the Finance Department has a copy of your social 
security card. All othere legal documents should be sent to the Enroll-
ment Department so their records can be updated. Any guardianship 
or Power of Attorney documents need to be on fi le with the Finance 
Department. 

Minors  
Parents or guardians are responsible for providing a W-9 for minor 
children; not doing so could result in the minor’s payment not being 
deposited into the minor’s trust fund account in a timely manner.   

Contact information - Finance Department 
For identity/security purposes, a W-9 form will not be accepted by 
e-mail. Completed forms may be hand delivered, mailed, or faxed.

Contact information:

Sac and Fox Nation
Finance Department

920963 S. Hwy 99, Bldg. A
Stroud, Oklahoma 74079

Direct fax: 918-968-4528
If you have any questions, please contact the Finance Department staff 
by phone at 918-968-3526 or 800-259-3970 ext. 1033, 1038 or 1027.

Individual must be enrolled by September 30, 2021 to be eligible for 
the 2021 per capita payment.
Tribal members will need to submit a W9 to the Finance Department 
for the upcoming 2021 Per Capita Payment.
Once a W-9 form is received, it will be updated into our system and 
all payments due will be made at a time of disbursement.
If an individual is a NEW tribal member, or has had a NAME CHANGE, 
a copy of Social Security card is needed for our records.
There is NO deadline on submitting a W9.  All checks will be mailed, 
no exceptions.
The IRS 1099 form will be mailed by January 31, 2022.
NEW MINORS . . . PLEASE SEND COPY OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
CARD SO WE CAN GET TRUST ACCOUNTS ESTABLISHED

•

•

•

•

•

•
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920963 S. Hwy. 99, Building A • Stroud, OK  74079 • (918) 968-1141 • FAX (918) 968-1142
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RAP Department Application Forms
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Business Committee Meeting Minutes  
are now accessible on the Website and Facebook 

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

 For more information, please contact: 
Karen Hamilton or Nethia Wallace
Shawnee Multi-Purpose Building  

405-275-1262

SAC AND FOX NATION
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

PROGRAM
STROUD WAREHOUSE 

918-968-3030 •  1-800-256-3398
SHAWNEE OFFICE

405-395-0063 • 1-886-622-2310

August 2021

ALL FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS 
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!   THANK YOU!!

Title VI - Elders Meals
August 2021 Menu

Note:  Menu is Subject to Change

SAC AND FOX TAX COMMISSION
REVENUE
October 2020

Beer and Liquor...................................................................$159.14
State Tobacco Rebate.................................................$376,560.89
Motor Vehicle...................................................................$5,043,40
Sales Tax..........................................................................$9,338.07
Treasury...............................................................................$120.00
Oil and Gas.............................................................................$0.00
Gaming..........................................................................$142,653.72

TOTAL..............$533,875.22
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RAP Department Application Forms
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RAP Department Application Forms
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