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SAC and FOX NEWS
Nemîshâtênemo êhthâkîwiyâni

 A RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING ARVEL WINTER AS A NATIONAL 
TREASURE OF THE SAC AND FOX NATION; AND DESIGNATING FEB-
RUARY________ OF EACH YEAR AS ARVEL WINTER DAY IN THE SAC 
AND FOX NATION

 WHEREAS,  Arvel Winter returned home from overseas as a distinguished 
United Sates Army World War Two combat veteran, and;

 WHEREAS, Arvel Winter retired from a federal civilian career after decades 
of service as an internal federal auditor, and;

 WHEREAS, beginning in the 1970’s, Arvel Winter brought his professional 
experience, ethics, compassion, skills and talents as Controller to the Sac and 
Fox Nation, and;

 WHEREAS, Arvel Winter’s entry into tribal public service came at a time of 
great turmoil and fi nancial hardship in the Sac and Fox Nation, and;

 WHEREAS,  Arvel Winter led the effort to create a strong and sound pub-
lic fi nancial management system for the people of the Sac and Fox Nation, 
and;  

 WHEREAS, Arvel Winter’s quiet leadership and dedicated service was a 
signifi cant factor in establishing the Sac and Fox Nation as a leader in the Re-
naissance of Tribal Governments in Oklahoma in the 1980’s, and;

 WHEREAS, the Governing Council has demonstrated our People’s respect 
and admiration by naming Arvel Winter as an Honorary Member of the Sac and 
Fox Nation, and ;

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that Arvel 
Winter shall be recognized and honored as a NATIONAL TREASURE of the 
People of the Sac and Fox Nation.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED and known to all 
that February_____, 2021, and each anniversary thereafter, shall be known as 
ARVEL WINTER DAY in the Indian Country of the Sac and Fox Nation.

CERTIFICATION

Proclamation

National Treasure of the Sac and Fox Nation 
Mr. Arvel Winter

U. S. Agriculture Industry
Watching D.C. Transition

(Continued on Page 7)

 Smoke Shop Robbery Investigation
 Is Leading to Multiple Felony Arrests

by Sac and Fox Nation
Chief of Police Andrew M. Selfridge

 On the morning of 2/10/2021 
at approximately 0740 hours, 
the clerk at the Cushing East-
side Smoke Shop, located on 
Highway 33 in the northern part 
of our tribal jurisdiction, was 
robbed at gunpoint for the con-
tents of the cash register. 
 The perpetrator, described as 
a white male wearing a camou-

fl aged “hoodie style” jacket and 
face covering and jeans, left in 
a black, newer-model crew cab 
Chevrolet full-sized pickup with 
custom wheels, push guard with 
LED light bar, and tinted win-
dows. 
 Due to the ongoing nature of 
the investigation, SFNPD can 
advise that other details must 
be kept confi dential to preserve 
the integrity of the ongoing in-

vestigation. We can advise that 
SFNPD has made an arrest in 
connection with the case, and 
the vehicle used in the robbery 
has been recovered. 
 This investigation has led to 
multiple other felony arrests, 
search warrants, and stolen 
property recovery and is ongo-
ing in connection with a second 
suspect which was driving the 
vehicle.

This surveillance camera photo shows a suspect involved 
in the robbery of the Sac and Fox Cushing Eastside Smoke 
Shop on Feb. 10, 2021.  
  (Photo courtesy of Sac and Fox Nation Police Department.)

by Brian Brus
 If approved as head of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Tom Vilsack will likely receive a 
lot of media attention as the con-
duit between a new presidential 
administration and the nation’s 
vast agricultural industry.
 However, Vilsack is not the 
only adjustment that Oklaho-
ma farmers and ranchers will 
be concerned about as policies 
transition between presidents, 
said Derrell Peel and other ag 
economists at Oklahoma State 
University.
 “From a markets perspective, 
I imagine that international trade 
issues will have a different feel 
with the new administration, 
notably with efforts to open 
dialogues and stabilize some 
trade relationships that have 
been volatile lately,” said Peel, 
OSU Extension livestock mar-
keting specialist. “I don’t expect 
those changes will be dramatic 

or immediate, but it’s something 
we’ll see over time.”
 Amy Hagerman, OSU Exten-
sion agricultural and food policy 
specialist, agreed that resolving 
retaliatory tariffs and imple-
menting a new trade agreement 
with China will be a top prior-
ity. However, the COVID-19 
pandemic has played its own 
part in realigning markets as 
consumers in the United States 
and around the world have been 
forced to adjust to joblessness, 
closed restaurants, curfews and 
sick workers in the supply chain.
 “As we move into the recov-
ery phase of COVID-19, this 
administration will be looking 
closely at new opportunities and 
stability,” she said.
 Policy and market changes 
between presidents are a normal 
part of healthy democracy, and 
Oklahoma has a big stake in ag-
riculture. Just a fi ve years ago, 

DOI to Host Consultations With Tribal Leaders
 The Department of the Interi-
or announced Feb. 11 that it will 
host initial consultations with 
Tribal leaders in March. In ad-
dition to honoring and strength-
ening the nation-to-nation rela-
tionship, these steps will help 
ensure that future White House 
and Interior efforts at addressing 
the four converging crises of our 
time, COVID-19, economic se-
curity, racial justice and climate 
change,  are inclusive of Tribal 
Nations’ priorities and recom-
mendations. 
 The actions open a new chap-
ter with Tribal governments fol-
lowing President Biden’s Jan-
uary 26 memorandum, which 
noted that respect for Tribal sov-
ereignty and self-governance, 
fulfi lling Federal trust and treaty 
responsibilities to Tribal Na-
tions, and regular, meaningful 
and robust consultation with 
Tribal offi cials are of the utmost 

priority for the Administra-
tion. Interior has invited federal 
agencies to send representatives 
to listen to the sessions to in-
form how they might facilitate 
their own agency-specifi c con-
sultations.
 “Honoring our nation-to-na-
tion relationship with Tribes and 
upholding the trust and treaty 
responsibilities to them are par-
amount to fulfi lling Interior’s 
mission. Meaningful consulta-
tions ensure we center Tribal 
voices as we address the health, 
economic, racial justice and cli-
mate crises, all of which dispro-
portionately impact American 
Indian and Alaska Natives,” said 
Ann Marie Bledsoe Downes, In-
terior’s designated Tribal Gov-
ernance Offi cer and Deputy So-
licitor for Indian Affairs.
 Interior will notify all fed-
erally recognized Tribes of the 
consultation series today, and 

shared additional guidance to 
kick-start and facilitate a pro-
ductive, meaningful process. In-
terior will hold four Tribal con-
sultation sessions in March to 
hear Tribal leaders’ suggestions 
for federal policy and depart-
mental actions, including identi-
fying additional best practices to 
improve consultation and fortify 
Interior’s relationship with Trib-
al governments. The sessions 
will be conducted by Indian Af-
fairs’ Offi ce of Regulatory Af-
fairs and Collaborative Action 
via teleconference with Tribes 
in each of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs’ 12 regions:
 • Monday, March 8 (2:00-
5:00 p.m. ET): Great Plains, 
Midwest and Rocky Mountain 
Regions;
 • Wednesday, March 10 
(10:00 a.m.-1 p.m. ET): Eastern, 
Eastern Oklahoma and Southern 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Connie Yevette Ellis
Timothy Schexnider
Henry Owen Hunter
Mary Lynne Deweese
Kenneth Wayne Edmonson
Emily S. Conner
Saginaw Grant
Marilyn Renee Franklin
Brian Scott Ramseyer
Tracy Zay Lauderdale
Elizabeth A. Manatowa-Mastel
William Dale Allen
Terri Denise Elliott
Dorris Kay Suitor
Ruben Martias Garcia
William Kyle Tyner
Mary Elizabeth Meadows
Patricia Donahue
Jessica Dawn Patterson
Virginia Marez
Roger Allen Mercer
Sandra Kay Rolette
Tressia Annette Cain
Clarence Edward Hagler
Jay Von Conallis
Beatrice Irene Smith
Melanie Diane Jones
Leslie Dean Gibbs
Isaac Benjamin Littleton
Frankie Theresa Whaley
Robert A. Musgrove
Sharen E. Merchberger
Tammy Dawn Arellano
Charles Marvin Rumbaugh
Geraldine Louise Riska
Denise Jane Murie
Stacy Ann Root
Austin Grant
Clifford Ray Blanchard
Syrous Javad Meheen
Marie Lynn Neilsen
James David Stephens
Larry Francis Morgan
Gary Kevin Riley
Renee Kay Steele
Kimberly Deann Gutierrez
Kelly Denyce Riska
Emerson E. Falls
Patricia Frances Carson
Jimmie Carol Tiger

Eugene Henry Masters
Tony Ray Brice
Martha Ann Burnside
James Reuben Pawpa
Patricia Nell Yarholar
Stephen Anthony Petitt
Christy Mae Blackbear
Darrell Victor McClellan
Veronica Lynn Wallace
Lela J. Lopez
Raymond Evans Walker
Barbara Marie Johnson
David Harris
Billy Thurman Wakole
Deborah Grace Tahkofper
Terry David Riska
Gail Lynn Depue
Patsy Diann Simpson
Samuel William Kanes
Mary Ann Crook
Mark Steven Poitras
Charlet Renee Sauls
Alwanda M. Ross
John Terry Blankenship
Charles Robert Carter
Barbara Sue Hawkins-Ramos
Kai Joseph Giffin
Rosemary Maurer
Cleda Mageline Curley
Marcelle Judy Maker
Robert Eugene Kahbeah
Terri Elaine Klein
Temple Shane Meadows
Cynthia Armstrong
Michelle Louise Bouzis
Susan Eileen Safford
Jason Larry Coker
David Mitchell Patterson
Joseph Bass
Debra Lynn Cross-Chandler
Melanie Kay Roberts
Robert F. Delaware
John Wallace
John Brantley Johnson
Randy Lynn Wallace
Deborah Collette Johnson
Clifton Bruce Judy
Lawana Ann Anderson
Marcy Ann Chavez
Lou Ann Garcia

Happy March Birthday Elders!

The Sac & Fox News is the monthly 
publication of the Sac & Fox Nation, 
located on SH 99, six miles south of 
Stroud, OK.

Mailing address: 
	 Sac and Fox Nation
	 Administration Building
	 920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
	 Stroud, OK  74079
	 Phone: 918-968-3526 
	 Fax: 918-968-4837
The Sac & Fox News is the official 

publication of the Sac and Fox 
Nation. Our mission is to meet all 
tribal members information needs 
concerning the Nation.

The Sac & Fox News is mailed free, 
one per address, to enrolled Sac and 
Fox tribal members. Paid subscriptions 
are available for $12.00 annually. 

Editorial statements, guest columns, 
and letters to the editor published in 
this newspaper contain the opinions 
of the writers. These opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Sac and Fox News staff or any 
elected official or department of tribal 
government or administration. 

The Sac and Fox News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of letters to 
the editor. All editorials and letters to 
the editor become the property of the 
Sac and Fox News. 

Submissions for publication must 
be signed by the author and include 
an address and contact phone number. 
They are limited to 300 words. The 
staff will not edit editorials or letters 
to the editor to fit the 300-word limit.

Deadline for the April issue is:
Friday, March 19 at 4:30 p.m. 

Reprint permission is granted, with 
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News, 
unless other copyrights are shown. 
Articles and letters may be submitted 
to the newspaper either by mail or Fax 
to the address provided above, - or by  
e-mail:newspaper@sacandfoxnation-
nsn.gov.

Address corrections & changes are 
accepted by The Business Committee 
at the address listed below. 

Managing Editor
Mike Brown

For information:
918-968-3526 x1060

newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov
Publisher: Sac and Fox Nation

Member of
 Native American Journalists

Assn - Since 1988
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Sac and Fox News
Obituaries

Beverly Sue (Brown) Jackson
  Beverly Sue (Brown) Jackson, age 68, 
died Thursday, January 21, 2021 in a lo-
cal hospital. She was born to Harry Ed-
ward and Lucille (Brady) Brown on No-
vember 23, 1952 in Shawnee, Oklahoma. 
  She graduated from Meeker High 
School and attended Seminole Junior 
College. She was office manager for the 
Sac & Fox Multi-Purpose Center. She 
was a member of the Sac & Fox Nation, 
Sac & Fox Elders, Sac & Fox Women’s 
Auxiliary, and served on the Sac & Fox 
Housing Authority Board of Commis-
sioners. 
  She was a member of the First Ameri-
can female All-State Basketball Team in 
1970-71. She loved spending time with 

family and watching her kids play bas-
ketball. She is known for her fry bread 
making and always helping everyone out.
  Beverly served the Sac & Fox Nation 
as 2nd Chief and Secretary. She is sur-
vived by: son, Stephen and Teresa Fife; 
and daughter, Jennifer and Victor Casta-
neda; grandsons, Austin Fife, A. J. Fife, 
Eryn Johnson, Izzi Castaneda, Zach Fife, 
Daniel Castaneda, Byron White and Ja-
cob Yackeyonny; granddaughters, De-
siree Johnson, Jayleen Castaneda and 
Leila Herrod; great-granddaughter, Hai-
ley Beltran; sisters, Shirley Walters, Jan-
et White, Margaret Ellis and Tina Brady; 
brothers, Sherman Brown and Thomas 
White. Beverly Sue Jackson

Jane Hope Stephens

Jane Hope Stephens

  Jane Hope Stephens, a longtime Cush-
ing, Okla. resident, passed away on Sun-
day, January 17, 2021 in Springfield, 
Missouri at the age of 75.  Graveside 
services were held January 26, 2021 at 
Stroud Cemetery, Stroud, Oklahoma 
with Pastor Bryan Shaw officiating under 
the direction of  Palmer Marler Funeral 
Home of Cushing, Okla. 
  Jane was born on October 22, 1945 in 
Pawnee, Okla. to Anna (Falls) Delaware.  
She grew up in Stroud, Okla., where she 
attended school, graduating in 1963. Jane 
attended OBU then Enid School of Nurs-
ing (Phillips) and received her RN degree 

on September 12, 1968.  
  She enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and 
was stationed in Ft. Worth, Texas in 1970 
and, served her country for the next 17 
years in both the service and reserves be-
fore retiring as 1st Lieutenant in 1987.  
  She had a long career working in health 
services, spending most of that time at 
Cushing Hospital where she retired in 
2014. Jane married the love of her life 
Gary Stephens on April 9, 1976 in Cush-
ing, Okla. They moved to Stroud where 
they raised their family.  They are mem-
bers of the Only Way Baptist Church.  
Jane enjoyed crossword puzzles, read-
ing, playing the piano and spending time 
with family, especially her children and 
grandchildren.
  Jane is survived by her husband Gary 
of the home; children Leah Smith and 
husband Jeremiah of Perkins, Okla.; 
John Stephens and wife Jennifer of Still-
water, Okla.; Robin Buckles of Cush-
ing; and Traci Parsel and husband Matt 
of Stillwater; brother Bob Delaware and 
wife Sharon of Stillwater; grandchildren 

Liam, Caleb, Hayley, Hannah, Ariel, 
James, Kris, Kassandra and Clayton, and 
numerous great-grandchildren and be-
loved nieces and nephews. 
  She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, brothers Bennie Delaware and Nor-
man Delaware; and, sisters Lucy Irene 
Delaware and Billy Jean Washington.

Terry Gene Williams Jr.

Terry Gene
Williams Jr.

  Terry Gene Williams Jr., Wah koe sha-
Ha (Little Fox), passed away on January 
15, 2021. He was born in Wichita, Kan. 
on February 18, 1973 to Paula Kaye 
(Knight) and Terry Gene Williams Sr. 
  Terry was a man of many names: Sha-
mu, Coach T, and Baby Terry, were just 
a few of his nicknames. He was a 1991 
graduate of Prague High School where 
he played football. Terry had a magnet-
ic personality. It didn’t matter where he 
was, people were drawn to him. He made 
friends everywhere he went, especial-
ly with his smile and that unmistakable 
laugh. 
  For Terry, football was life. He lived 
and breathed it. He was an incredibly 
strong man in every sense of the word. 
He will always be O.S.T. (Old School 
Tough). 
  Terry was preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Terry Williams Sr. and his maternal 
grandmother, Juanita Goodreau. 
  He is survived by his mom, Paula 
Kaye Williams; companion, Jennifer Mc-
Culley; sons, Moses Jared Williams and 
Maxx Jordan Williams; daughter, Juanita 
Mae Williams and, a host of aunts, un-
cles, cousins, friends and a multitude of 
kids that were lucky to be coached by 
him.
  Wake was conducted on Jan. 18, 2021 
at the Sac and Fox Nation Community 
Building.  Traditional tribal rites were 
held at Sac and Fox Nation Cemetery on 
Jan. 19, 2021, and a memorial service 
was held on Jan. 21, 2021 at the Stroud 
High School Coliseum.

Business Committee Meeting 
Minutes are now

accessible on the Website
sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov 

and Facebook
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Tribal Emergency Home 
Repair (TEHR) Applica-
tions are available by re-
quest only.

RAP Department
920963 S. Hwy. 99
Stroud, OK  74079

(918) 968-3526  Ext. 2001
sfnrap@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

FAX:  (918) 968-4207

Obituaries

  Justin Wade Ponkilla, age 34, of 
Shawnee, Okla. died Thursday, January 
14, 2021 in a Lubbock, Texas hospital. 
He was born July 9, 1986 to Sherry Ann 
Fields and Gordon Mark Ponkilla. 
  He graduated from high school and 
stayed home to care for his son. He had 
much love for Carrie Poe. He njoyed 
spending time with his son Karter. He 
was well known in the community as a 
genuine friend, life of the party, great fa-
ther, and outgoing for family and friends. 
He is survived by: dad, Gordon Ponkilla; 
and step-mom Tonette; 2 sisters, Emily 
Fixico and Tania Ponkilla; son, Karter 
Mark Zane Ponkilla; 3 nephews, Jami-
son Fields, Lucas Meely and Quinton 
Jessepe; 5 nieces, Stonie Fixico, Tarrah 
Jessepe, Mariah Jessepe, Serenity Wano 
and Penelope Wano; and, many aunts, 
uncles and other relatives.

Justin Wade
Ponkilla

Michael Harry Deer
  Lifelong Shawnee, Okla. resident and 
avid OU fan, Michael Harry Deer, 67, 
entered eternal life on Friday, December 
4, 2020.
  Mike was born on April 22, 1953 in 
Claremore, Oklahoma to the late Francis 
and Lena (Small) Deer. He was the oldest 
of nine children, seven preceding him in 
death. Mike graduated from Meeker high 
school in 1971.
  Mike married Elnora (Kaseca)Deer on 
March 23, 1972 and six children were 
born from this union.
  He was a tribal member of the Sac and 
Fox Nation. Mike professed his love for 
Christ at an early age. He cherished prais-
ing the lord and attended and retired from 
Wesley United Methodist Church. After 
retiring, he returned to work at Project 
Heart delivering meals to the elderly.
  Mike was a die-hard OU fan and en-
joyed attending games with his dear 
friend Jimmy Jones. He enjoyed drinking 
coffee on Fridays with Carl Fredrick. He 
loved having breakfast with his family on 
Saturdays at Boomerang. He loved shop-
ping with his wife Elnora. He enjoyed 
family gatherings with Vernon & Harriet 
Tehauno. 
  Mike was a coach to many, includ-
ing the Red Feathers, Shawnee Angels, 
Shawnee All-Stars, Shawnee Tushka 

and The Ramblers. He enjoyed playing 
fast-pitch softball with his brother-in-
law Daniel Watson. He also played slow 
pitch softball with his church and son in 
Christ Eric Likens. Mike enjoyed hitting 
the powwow highway. He was the big-
gest supporter and biggest fan of all his 
children and grandchildren’s sporting 
events and academic excellence.
  He was a loving and caring husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, uncle and 
friend. He will always be remembered 
for always taking care of others first. 
His smile and words will be missed the 
most. His favorite phrase “and stuff like 
that and stuff” will always remain in our 

hearts.
  Mike leaves behind wife Elnora (Ka-
seca) Deer of the home. He is survived 
by three sons: Brandon, Michael and Da-
vid Deer; two daughters: Channa and Co-
rey Deer. He is preceded in death by his 
son Derrick “ BO” Deer. Mike loved his 
19 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild 
dearly, and a host of nieces, nephews and 
friends.
  Mike joins children Derrick (Bo) Deer, 
Tamara Tehauno-Rodriguez, Wesley 
Jones, parents Francis and Lena (Small) 
Deer, siblings Bernard Deer, Julia Deer, 
Cynthia Franco, Patricia Deer, Victoria 
Deer, and Crystal Venegas in heaven.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes
are now accessible on the Website

sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov and Facebook

From time to time, a question 
has been asked as to why the Sac 
and Fox Nation uses such a special 
exclusive (and longer) native sov-
ereign nation dot gov Internet des-
ignation and name:

  The “nsn dot gov” (nsn.gov) des-
ignation carries with it more signif-
icant levels of legitimacy, trust, and 
authority than a commercial, “dot 
com” domain name.

  “NSN DOT GOV” confirms that 
it is an official government web-
site that has been certified, veri-
fied, and recognized by the United 
States Government.

  Of course, commercial sub-en-
tities and public political subdi-
visions of tribal government may 
also use a commercial dot com des-
ignation for commercial-oriented 
purposes.

Truman Carter

Why the
‘nsn.gov’

Designation?

Plains Regions;
  • Wednesday, March 10 (2:00-5:00 
p.m. ET): Navajo, Southwest and West-
ern Regions; and,
  • Friday, March 12 (2:00-5:00 p.m. 
ET): Alaska, Northwest and Pacific Re-
gions
  The deadline for written comments on 
the consultation series is 12 p.m. ET on 
March 19, 2021. Comments can be sub-
mitted at consultation@bia.gov.

DOI Tribal
Consultations
(Continued From Page 1)
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CALLING ALL 
SAUK AND FOX ARTISTS!
We are looking for Sauk and Fox 
artwork to hang in the new ‘Soon to 
Open’ Senior Citizens, Veterans Of-
fice and Transportation Building re-
ception area, Stroud, Okla.

This will be on a consignment/loan 
basis as there are no funds to pur-
chase at this time.

For information, please call 
Dottie Tiger, 918/290-1754.

Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News    by Edwina Butler-Wolfe

Kids and Grandkids 
Are G-R-E-A-T!!

We want to feature the scholastic, academic and 
athletic awards or achievements of your child or 

grandchild of the Sac and Fox Nation!
Send all pertinent information, such as name of 

student, town, school and grade attending, 
explanation of award or achievement, and names of 
parents and/or grandparents, along with a current 

photo of the student to:
newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

or: Sac and Fox News, 920963 S. Hwy. 99
Stroud, OK  74079

College Student Spotlight
ALEXANDER GARCIA

  My name is Alexander Garcia. I am 20 
years old and a member of the Sac and 
Fox Nation. I graduated Seminole State 
College (SSC) with an Associate Degree 
in Applied Science in Criminal Justice in 
December 2020. 
  I choose Criminal Justice at SSC be-
cause my dream job is to work for the 
Drug Enforcement Administration. I cur-
rently work as a Communication’s Offi-
cer for the Okla. County Sheriff’s Office, 
which is a position I obtained during my 
last semester of school. 
  My degree, job, and goals would not 
be possible without the tremendous sup-
port from my family and girlfriend. I am 
the second person from my entire fami-
ly to ever graduate from college and am 
glad that my family and tribe are proud 
of me. 
  My plans are to join a branch of the 
Military and to obtain a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Criminal Justice. Throughout my 
journey of obtaining my Associates De-
gree, the Sac and Fox Education Depart-
ment helped tremendously in reducing 
the stress that comes with the financial 
aspect of college. Their generous schol-
arships and contributions lowered the 

cost of school, which in turn allowed 
me to stay focused on schoolwork. I am 
looking forward to working with the Ed-
ucation Department and I am glad I will 
have their support and contributions as I 
try to obtain my Bachelor’s Degree.

Alexander Garcia

HAPPY 4TH 
BIRTHDAY, 

ALEXANDRIA!

WE LOVE YOU! 
FROM 

MAMA, DADA, 
& SISTER

  Hello everyone! These past few weeks 
of being into 2021 have made January 
seem like it has come and gone so quick-
ly! We can only hope to get back into 
some normalcy in 2021 as the vaccines 
are being distributed nationwide.  
  The Sac and Fox Nation Education 
department has been working diligent-
ly clearing out all the Spring 2021 col-
lege students RAP and DOI funding. We 
have funded 40 Sac and Fox students for 
Spring 2021 Semester. 
  The Sac and Fox Nation Education 
Department has a few important mes-
sages to announce as follows: The cut-
off time for funding in higher education 
Spring Session is normally set for No-
vember 30th of each calendar year, but 
due to the pandemic, we were lenient on 
this deadline in 2020. 
  Moving forward into 2021, as busi-
ness is somewhat gradually getting back 
to normal, we will be enforcing all future 
deadlines of submitting college applica-
tions on set dates. The Fall 2021 deadline 
is set for June 30, 2021. We will be strictly 
enforcing that date, so if anyone submits 
via email or hand delivers a college ap-
plication after the deadline of June 30th 
it will not be accepted. I have mentioned 
in my previous articles’ college applica-
tions for DOI and RAP Funding, need to 
be submitted each semester (Spring Ses-
sion & Fall Session). Each student needs 
to be able to gather the required informa-
tion our application lists to ensure fund-
ing is provided for each Spring and Fall 
Session separately. 
  We experienced delays on applications 
being processed due to students lacking 
necessary documents to complete the 
app. The listed items requested has re-
mained the same each calendar year. I 
encourage our new/returning students 
to please provide up-to-date completed 
documents, so we can better process the 
information provided for funding effi-
ciently. 
  The department spent too much time 
calling each student for missing docu-
ments, again we cannot process funding 
until a complete application is submit-
ted to the Education Department. This 
responsibility relies on the student to be 
aware of deadlines and turning in docu-
ments in a timely manner for assistance. 
We do have some tribal students that are 
consistent with turning in all their docu-
ments on time with their college applica-
tion. We greatly appreciate your efforts 
and encourage all students to please 
abide by the respected due dates provid-
ed.  The current state most students dis-
play is uncertainty.  This sets up a path-
way to waiting until the last minute to 
decide if college is right for them. This is 
what we are going to focus our attention 
towards. Working on getting with those 
students and by reinforcing the deadline 
dates. In order to be productive students 
or in a job/career, one must be respon-
sible and punctual in life when working 
towards goals and career advancements, 
we hope to create a foundation to follow 
for students to gear towards being young 
responsible adults. 
  If anyone has questions or concerns, 
please contact the education department 
office, Thank you. 
  On January 28, 2021, I sat in on a 
virtual session of ESSA (Every Student 
Success Act) Tribal Consultation. The 
Oklahoma City Metro Indian Education 
Consortium is made up of Indian Educa-

tion Programs from:  Edmond, Mid-Del, 
Moore, Norman, Oklahoma City Pub-
lic Schools, Putnam City and Western 
Heights. Each school gave an overview 
of their programs and what they were do-
ing in helping our American Indian Chil-
dren with their studies. Most districts are 
doing virtual tutoring where offered, and 
there are some districts that are doing 
in person tutoring but are limited to the 
count.

Edmond Public Schools
  Edmond Public Schools has 17 ele-
mentary schools, 6 middle schools, 3 
high schools and 1 alternative school 
with a total of 23,600 students and out of 
that total there are 1319 American Indian 
Students. Representing 49 different Na-
tions and Tribes with 29 in state and 20 
out of state. One Sac and Fox student is 
listed in the 1319 student count.

Mid-Del Public Schools
Mid-Del (Midwest City – Del City Pub-
lic Schools) listed 15 elementary schools, 
3 middle schools, 3 high schools 1 alter-
native school, total number of students 
in district 11,044 and 832 are American 
Indian Students, also Mid-Del has a Vir-
tual Academy School with a total number 
enrolled 2,270 with 120 are American 
Indian Students. Also, Mid-Del report-
ed how many students that switched to 
EPIC Virtual School, count which was 
3,163 students. We have 6 students out 
of 11,044 listed as Sac and Fox Nation 
students. Mid-Del Title VI Indian Educa-
tion Program helps their students as list-
ed: one to one in-school tutoring, before/
after school tutoring, ACT test fee assis-
tance, SAT test fee assistance, dropout 
prevention, school supplies, calculators 
to High School students, senior cap and 
gown, cultural night.

Moore Public Schools
  Moore Public Schools has 25 elemen-
tary schools, 6 middle schools, 3 high 
schools, 1 alternative school with a total 
of 24,533 students and 3,002 are listed 
as American Indian Students. We have 
14 Sac and Fox Nation Students listed at 
Moore Public Schools.
  Moore Public School has an operation-
al Title VI Indian Education Department 
services. They provide for American In-
dian Students as listed: Services provided 
to students who qualify according to an 
approved 506 form. Elementary tutoring 
services determined by Teacher referral, 
state test results, STAR test results. Sup-
plies used with Title VI funds: materials 
needed for tutors to provide culturally 
sensitive academic instruction. 
  Cultural activities and other items to 
assist in American Indian student aca-
demic success: Student Credit Recovery 
expenses, night school, Internet-based 
instruction, Junior High and High School 
Math Tutoring, ACT Prep & workshops, 
career guidance, higher Education infor-
mation with workshops, and they offer 
after school/summer programs.

Norman Public Schools
  Norman Public Schools has 17 ele-
mentary schools, 4 middle schools, 3 
high schools and 2 alternative schools. 
Total of 14,419 students with a count of 
1,782 American Indian Students. Total of 
18 students listed as Sac and Fox Nation 
students. 
  NPS Title VI Indian Education pro-
gram strives to increase academic 
achievement and increase college enroll-
ment. Services they provide as listed: Tu-
toring (virtual) IEP Intervention, dropout 

prevention, senior recognition night cap 
and gown, school supplies, study of the 
39 federally recognized tribes as a high 
school course, cultural activities, college 
and career prep, AP test scholarships, 
ACT/SAT test scholarships (10th – 12th 
grades), summer school scholarships, 
Oklahoma Indian Student Honor Society 
(9th – 12th grades).

OKLAHOMA CITY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

  Oklahoma City Public Schools has 33 
elementary schools, 13 middle schools, 
9 high schools, and 2 alternative schools 
and 9 Charter schools. Total of students 
31,833 students and 2,076 listed as 
American Indian Students. We have 29 
Sac and Fox Nation Students listed at the 
OKC Public School.
  OKC Title VI Indian Education Pro-
gram provides as listed: Academic, col-
lege/career prep and cultural services and 
programming to American Indian Stu-
dents who qualify for services. OKCPS 
has an active Indian Club, NASS (Native 
American Student Services) the members 
and sponsors had many activities: Virtu-
al Cultural Night. Two activities that in-
volved for example, 1. Cooking lessons 
and 2. Cultural background activity that 
involved NASS direction. 

PUTNAM CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL
  Putnam City Public Schools has 19 
elementary schools, 5 middle schools, 3 
high schools 1 alternative school. There 
is a total of 17,994 students with 1,213 
that are listed at American Indian Stu-

dents. There are 12 Sac and Fox Nation 
Students listed at Putnam School. 

WESTERN HEIGHTS 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

  Western Heights Public School has 4 
elementary schools, 1 fifth and 6th grade 
intermediate school, 1 middle school, 
1 high school, 1 alternative program, 1 
ninth grade center. Total 2,725 students 
in the district and 198 listed as American 
Indian Students. We have 1 student listed 
as a Sac and Fox Nation student.
  Western Heights Public Schools has 
a Title VI Indian Education Program 
they provide services as listed: Tutoring, 
school supplies, assistance with band in-
struments, sports, etc.., Native American 
History lessons, scholarship information, 
career information, ACT/SAT reimburse-
ment, educational fees for graduation, 
mentoring, Native American Clubs, Par-
ent Committee, cultural events and activ-
ities.

The overall view of the Consultations: 
  We hope everyone is staying safe and 
doing their part to help all of us nation-
wide to defeat our pandemic challenges 
faced. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to the Sac and Fox Nation Ed-
ucation Department for guidance and as-
sistance. 
  The Education Department like to 
CONGRATULATE MR. ALEXANDER 
(Alex) GARCIA for his accomplishment 
of receiving his Associate Degree!! We 
are very proud of you!!!

Edwina Butler-Wolfe
405 328-0402 



Page 5 - Sac and Fox News - March 2021

Sac and Fox Nation 2021 Election Dates to Remember

HELP WANTED!
SAC & FOX NATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The following is a list of job vacancies with 

the Sac & Fox Nation:
Maintenance Technician

Health Information Manager
Chief Financial Director

Resident Advisor (Juvenile Detention Center)
Land and Cattle Laborer

Environmental Technician
Family Practice Practitioner

Education Specialist
Meal Delivery Driver (Part-time)

Grant Writer/Planner
Surveillance Observer - Gaming

Applicants must successfully pass an OSBI/National background check and 
drug screen. Preference in hiring is given to qualified Native Americans.  

Applicants claiming Indian Preference must provide a copy of their CDIB. For 
more information and to learn how to apply please visit our website at:  

www.sacandfoxnation.com
or contact Human Resources, Sac and Fox Nation, 920963 S. Hwy. 99, 

Bldg. A Stroud, OK 74079 or by phone  (918) 968-3526
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SAC AND FOX TAX COMMISSION
REVENUE

April 2020
Beer and Liquor......................................................................$0.00
State Tobacco Rebate.................................................$307,802.82
Motor Vehicle...................................................................$5,116.52
Sales Tax........................................................................$12,673.81
Treasury...............................................................................$400.00
Oil and Gas.............................................................................$0.00
Gaming...........................................................................$52,976.40

TOTAL..............$378,969.55

(Continued from Page 1)

Agriculture Industry D C. Transition

agriculture’s total contribution to the 
state’s economy was more than 320,000 
jobs and more than $18 billion in eco-
nomic activity, suggesting that 1 in 8 jobs 
in Oklahoma are related to the industry.  
  So, a lot of people, economists as well 
as producers, will be closely following 
what happens in the White House. Aside 
from ag policy, the USDA typically takes 
the lead on issues involving nutrition, 
natural resources, food scarcity, rural 
development and, by association, pro-
ducers’ finances as they face commodi-
ty price fluctuations and rising personal 
debt.
  In late January, the department an-
nounced it would temporarily suspend 
some foreclosures and debt collections 
from producers facing financial problems 
because of the pandemic. Only time will 
tell how beneficial those efforts will be – 
and how they will be perceived by rural 
communities, the OSU economists said.
  “Another thing to consider is costs of 
production,” Hagerman said. “That’s al-
ways a concern in agriculture where we 
run on very tight margins. Any changes 
in regulations that affect market prices 
of inputs – like fertilizer or fuel – those 
things trickle down to agriculture, so 
they’ll be closely watched by producers.”
  She said typically in such a change-
over, some prices will trend up over time 
and some will go down. Peel added that 
some in the industry have appreciated the 
previous administration’s efforts to ease 
agriculture-related regulations, so pro-

ducers are now concerned about rever-
sals that could harm their bottom lines. 
The fate of small business tax incentives 
that were created over the last four years 
would also be important to farmers.
  In addition to Vilsack, who led the 
USDA for most of President Barack 
Obama’s two terms, President Joe Biden 
also tapped Jewel H. Bronaugh, Virgin-
ia’s commissioner of agriculture and con-
sumer services, as U.S. deputy secretary 
of agriculture. If confirmed by the Sen-
ate, she would be the first African Amer-
ican woman to serve in the No. 2 posi-
tion. Following the December elections, 
membership on the powerful House of 
Representatives Agriculture Committee 
is likely to change as well.
  “We’ll see some new direction coming 
out of the next omnibus farm bill, which 
will also reflect the latest leadership 
changes in Congress,” Peel said.
  Given Biden’s campaign commitments 
to green energy and to address climate 
change, said Courtney Bir, assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of Agricultur-
al Economics, it’s reasonable to expect 
more emphasis on biofuels, which will 
have implications for corn growers in 
states north of Oklahoma. Such a policy 
would ripple to other fields, however, be-
cause more corn converted to fuel means 
less available for livestock feed, in turn 
affecting other grain growers’ decisions 
and price trends.
  “Producers will want to follow news 
closely in the coming weeks to track 
policy shifts and anticipate the repercus-
sions,” Bir said.

  Sac and Fox Nation tribal member 
Darius Pahmahmie, recently completed a 
success football season at Liberty North 
High School in Liberty, Mo.
  “Darius is a very impressive true fresh-
man, and the lone defensive lineman at 
the 6 Star Football Combine among de-
fensive lineman that competed as a true 
freshman.  No doubt the Class of ‘24 big 
man held his own at the combine, and is a 
player that should be looking forward to 
a very fine career for Liberty North.  
  “He is a big, 6’1”, 280-lb., and is only 
a freshman.  So, you can see just how 
impressive his size already is.  He is a 
player that we expect to get some early 
attention, or get on the radars soon for 
his size and power.  Darius has a load of 
potential and promise, and we think he is 
must-see in the ‘24 class,” said a member 
of the Liberty North coaching staff.
  Darius is the son of Stephanie and 
Avery Demby of Kansas City, Mo., and 
Fred Pahmahmie of Horton, Kan.  “We 
are very proud of Darius and wish him Darius Pahmahmie

the very best.  You go all the way, Dari, 
we love you,” said a family member.

Darius Pahmahmie Has Promising
Football Career at Liberty North H.S.

Business Committee Meeting Minutes

Volunteers Distribute Water for Shawnee-Area Tribal Households
Sac and Fox Nation Chief of Staff Audrey Lee and a team of other volunteers 
on Sunday, Feb. 21 distributed 100 32-bottle cases of drinking water and 650 
gallons of non-potable water for household use to dozens of Sac and Fox 
tribal families  from the Shawnee area.  The team set up the drive-by water 
distribution station in the parking lot of the Sac and Fox Nation Multi-Pur-
pose Complex from 2-4 p.m. after bitter-cold temperatures over the preceding 
week caused water outages and the City of Shawnee to issue a boil order for 
residents.                                                                    (Photos by Mike Brown)

Shown from right with cases of drinking water for distribution to Shawnee-ar-
ea tribal households are:  Chief of Staff Audrey Lee, USDA program represen-
tative Tomi Calderon and Chief of Staff Lee’s husband, Jeremy Lee.

Shown from right during the distribution of 650 gallons of non-potable water 
for household use are:  Land and Cattle program representatives Andy War-
rior and Allen Tsoodle.
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If at least 1 in your household 
has a CDIB, you reside within 

our 5 tribe Service Area, & you 
meet USDA Income Guidelines… 

YOU MAY QUALIFY!!! 

CALL TODAY!!!   1-800-256-3398 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

     

Sac and Fox Nation Telephone 
Extensions

Main Number:  918-968-3526
Chief - 1004 • Second Chief - 1005 • Treasurer - 1006 • Secretary - 1007 

Committee Member - 1010 • BC Front Desk - 1009 • Tax - 1043-1045  
Accounting - 1030-1036 • Property and Procurement - 1020-1039-1022
Maintenance - 2063 • BHHC - 918-968-9531 • ICW - 1711 • Court - 2039

Library - 2020-2021 • Language - 1075 • JUVI - 4000
USDA - 2077 (WIC 2079)-2080-2081-2082 (Warehouse USDA 2089)

Education - 2046 • IT - 2041 • Police - 2033 • Self-Governance - 1080
Capitol Security - 1090 • Realty - 1050 • Enrollment - 1040-1041

RAP - 2000 • Social Services - 2010-2011 • OES - 2091-2092-2094
Veterans - 1065 • Newspaper - 1060 • Chief of Staff - 1001 
NAGPRA/Historic Preservation - 1070 • Covid Relief - 1819

SAC AND FOX NATION
FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

PROGRAM
STROUD WAREHOUSE 

918-968-3030 •  1-800-256-3398
SHAWNEE OFFICE

405-395-0063 • 1-886-622-2310

March 2021

ALL FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS 
ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!   THANK YOU!!
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RAP Department Application Forms
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RAP Department Application Forms
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RAP Department Application Forms
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