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Caddo Nation Donates Personal Protective
Equipment to Sac and Fox Nation OES

Scott Anderson, Environmental Specialist 
and Deputy Emergency Manager for Cad-
do Nation, shown at left, recently donated 
40-N95 masks, 650-pairs of Nitrile gloves, 
50-surgical masks, approximately 80 pounds 
of dog food and 1,000 face coverings to Sac 
and Fox Nation Environmental Director, Jer-
emy Fincher.   “The donation was made pos-
sible by the generosity of Caddo Nation’s 
Environmental and Emergency Response 

departments and OES’s continued engage-
ment in EPA’s Regional Tribal Operation 
Committee,” said Director Fincher.  “If you or 
anyone you know are in need of this type of 
PPE, please contact Chief of Staff, Audrey 
Lee at 918-968-3526 or cos@sacandfoxna-
tion-nsn.gov or Jeremy Fincher at oes@sa-
candfoxnation-nsn.gov,” he added.  
                                           (Photo Provided)

57th Annual Sac and Fox Nation
Powwow Canceled Due to Virus 

Announced by Tribal Offi cials

 O n M ay 28, the Sac and Fox 
Nation announced the diffi cult 
decision was made to cancel the 
57th Annual Sac and Fox Nation 
Powwow. The event, scheduled 
for uly 9 -12, 2020, has been 
canceled due to the COVID-19 
public health emergency.  
 T he Sac and Fox Nation 
Business Committee made the 
decision to cancel the annual 
event after closely monitoring 
the coronavirus outbreak and 
recommendations from public 
health experts.   
 The process has been a con-
tinuing conversation  the Pow-
wow Committee also monitored 
the developments and recom-
mended the cancellation of this 
year’s event. The logistics and 
extra precautions that would 
need to be in place this year 
make the event unmanageable.
 “It’s with a heavy heart that 
we announce this  decis ion. W e 
understand the gravity of the 
situation for our families, ven-

dors, and guests. The Sac and 
Fox Nation Powwow is an im-
por tant tradition with a his tory 
of excellence,” said Principal 
Chief ustin F. Wood. “We know 
this is more than an event. It’s 
a celebration of culture, family, 
and connection. But we can’ t 
sacrifi ce the health of our trib-
al members and community. We 
are disappointed, but remain 
confi dent we will get through 
this diffi cult time together.”
 Chief Wood emphasized the 
Sac and Fox Nation Powwow 
will return better than ever in 
2021. “I encourage everyone to 
make plans to join us next year 
for the 2021 Sac and Fox Nation 
Powwow.”  
 The 2021 Sac and Fox Nation 
Powwow is scheduled for uly 
8-11, 2021 and is open to the 
public. The event will be held 
at im Thorpe Memorial Park, 
located near the Sac and Fox 
Nation’s Capitol Complex, fi ve 
miles south of Stroud, Okla.

 Sac and Fox Nation Receives a
 Second CARES Distribution

Continued on Page 3

Tony Tiger Among Seven Artists Featured
In ‘MVSKOKE VOICES’ M se  rt S o

Now Through Aug. 22
In Wewoka, Okla.

Continued on Page 3

 T he Sac and Fox Nation 
Business Committee announced 
une 15 that the Sac and Fox 

Nation received a second dis-
tribution from the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund in the amount of 
$2,879,457.81.
 As of une 15, 2020, the Sac 
and Fox Nation has  received a 
total of $24,197,685.70 from the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund.  The 
Sac and Fox Nation received 
an initial distribution from the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund of 
$21,318,227.90 on May 19, 
2020.
 Coronavirus Aid Relief and 
Economic Security CARES  
Act established the $150 Billion 
Coronavirus Relief Fund.  The 
U. S. Treasury is responsible 
for making payments from the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund to trib-
al governments.  The Sac and 
Fox Nation applied for the funds 
and submitted the required doc-
umentation to receive the funds .
 The allocation methodology 
was determined by the U. S. 
T reas ury.  T he U. S. T reas ury 
announced it has  retained funds  
for Alaska Native corporations 
pending litigation on the mat-
ter. Further, the U. S. T reas ury 
announced it has  “ retained a 
por tion of the amounts  s et as ide 
for tribal governments, which 

will be available to resolve any 
potentially adverse decision in 
litigation.”  The Sac and Fox 
Nation Business Committee is 
working with all of the depart-
ments to fi nalize allocation of 
the funds  in accordance with the 
guidance released by the U. S. 
T reas ury.
 ou can learn more about the 
U. S. T reas ury’ s  actions  here:    
home.treasury.gov policy-is-
sues cares state-and-local-gov-
ernments

 MVSKOKE VOICES,’ Con-
tempor ary Native American Art, 
is open to the public at the Sem-
inole Nation Museum in Wewo-
ka, Okla. following a delayed 
opening date due to COVID-19 
concerns. The fi rst-ever joint 
exhibition by the Seminole Na-
tion M us eum and R ed E arth Art 
Center features seven of Okla-
homa’s most talented Seminole 
and Muscogee Creek  artists 
in an invitational art show open 
free to the public through Au-
gust 22. An Artist’s Reception 
is scheduled Saturday, Aug 15 
from 2-4 pm at the museum.
 For over 40 years the Red 
Earth Art Center in Oklaho-
ma City and the Seminole Na-
tion Museum in Wewoka have 
worked to achieve their similar 
mis s ions  to s hare the his tory 
and traditions of American In-
dian arts and cultures through 
a combination of ethnologi-
cal programming, educational 
outreach, art exhibitions and 
award-winning Festivals.
 The Seminole Nation Mu-
seum and Red Earth Art Cen-
ter have collaborated to create 
a contemporary art exhibition 
that celebrates artists of Mus-
cogee Creek  and Seminole 
origins. Those who share the 
MVSKOKE language also 
share a deep connection through 
their ex traordinary his tory and 
cultural traditions.
 MVSKOKE VOICES Con-
tempor ary Native American 
Art features beautiful examples 
of Seminole and Muscogee 
Creek  paintings, screen prints, 

textiles and sculpture pieces. 
The invitation art show includes 
the original art of award-win-
ning artists Leslie A. Deer 
Muscogee Creek , Enoch Kel-

ly aney Seminole , Benjamin 
arjo, r Absentee Shawnee

Seminole , Bobby C. Martin 
Muscogee Creek , Dana Tiger 
Muscogee Creek , Tony Tiger 
Muscogee Creek Sac &  Fox  

Seminole , and the late Tillier 

Wesley Muscogee Creek .
 The Seminole Nation Mu-
seum was constructed in 1937 
by the Works Progress Admin-
istration WPA  to serve as the 
Wewoka Community Center. 
T oday, the mus eum has  hos ted 
over a half-million visitors rep-
resenting every US State and 
over 100 foreign countries since 
opening nearly fi ve decades 
ago. It has more than doubled 
in size to include 4000 square 
feet of display space, a research 
library, and expanded arts and 
crafts center and an art gallery 
that regularly hosts special and 
national traveling exhibits.
 Situated on the entire 500 
block of South Wewoka Avenue 
Main Street  near downtown 

Wewoka, this big time museum 
in a small town is 69 miles east 
of Oklahoma City just south of 
I-40. The museum’s campus is 
situated on land located in both 
the Seminole Nation of Oklaho-
ma and the Muscogee Creek  
Nation. All agree the Seminole 
Nation Museum is special to the 
3,189 residents who call Wewo-
ka home.
 In une 2019, the Red Earth 
Art Center reached an agree-
ment with BancFirst that relo-
cated the small, yet active art 
center to the ground  oor lobby 
of the BancFirst Tower in down-
town Oklahoma City. BancFirst 
recently purchased the 36-story 
building formerly known as Cot-
ter Ranch Tower and construc-
tion crews are currently working 
on ext ens ive renovations  to the 
downtown landmark.
 Plans call for the Red Earth 
Art Center to reopen to the pub-
lic in 2021 with a full schedule 
of art exhibitions featuring area 
artists in addition to the notable 
Red Earth permanent collection 
of fi ne art including paintings, 
sculpture, pottery, basketry and 

the renowned Deupree Cradle-
board Collection, considered the 
largest collection of its kind in 
the s outhwes t.
 A major component of the 
downtown Oklahoma City Red 
Earth Art Center will continue 
to be a sales gallery featuring 
both contemporary and tradi-
tional original Native artwork 
from local and regional artists. 
A mission of the non-profi t or-
ganization is to provide Native 
artists a vehicle to sell their art 
to the public.
 Both mus eums  are noted for 
their award-winning marquis 
events. The Seminole Nation 
Museum founded and co-spon-
sors the annual Wewoka Sor-
ghum Festival - swelling the 
population of the community 
tenfold on the fourth Saturday 
of October. The annual Red 
Earth Festival attracts thousands 
from throughout the globe each 

Red Earth
Festival Reset
For Sept. 5-6
 The award-winning Red Earth 
Festival, recognized as one of 
America’s top art festivals, has 
been rescheduled to Labor Day 
Weekend, September 5-6, at the 
Grand Casino otel & Resort 
located minutes east of Oklaho-
ma City on I-40 near Shawnee. 
 During the fi rst weekend of 
September, Oklahoma City will 
be the center of western and 
Native art and culture as people 
gather to celebrate the Native 
cultures that make Oklahoma 

 Beginning une 15, the Okla-
homa istory Center is offering 
a new photographic exhibit en-
titled “In the Vernacular  Every-
day Images of Oklahoma Life,” 
which celebrates everyday im-
age-making. The exhibit is ex-
pected to run for approximately 
one year, and is composed of 36 
black-and-white and color im-
ages curated from the Oklahoma 

istorical Society’s photograph-
ic collections. 
 It features fun, quirky and 
sometimes odd images of Okla-
homans. The photos were taken 
for a variety of purposes, includ-
ing souvenir postcards, govern-
ment archives, police case fi les, 
pin-up posters, networking web-

istor  Center O ering ‘Verna lar’
Photo Exhibit of Oklahoma Life

sites, magazines, newspapers 
and family albums.
 Vernacular photography is a 
genre comprised of family and 
professional studio portraits as 
well as casual snapshots. These 
images are usually created by 
amateur photographers for doc-
umenting personal history. 
 In the book “African Amer-
ican Vernacular Photography,” 
Brian Wallis, curator of the Wal-
ther Collection, describes the 
genre as “banal photographs, 
often recorded by the most ordi-
nary photographers, small-town 
studio operators, professional 
photographers on assignment, 
dads with cameras in the back-
yard.” According to Wallis, 

these images “belie no apparent 
aesthetic ambition other than to 
record what pa s s es  in front of 
their camera with reasonable fi -
delity.”
 The exhibit is on display in 
the Chesapeake Event Center 
and Gallery, which also is uti-
lized for meetings and events. 
Patrons should call in advance 
to make sure the exhibit is open 
to the public during the time of 
their visit. The Oklahoma is-
tory Center is open Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and is located at 800 
Nazih uhdi Drive in Oklahoma 
City. For more information and 
to check on viewing availability, 
please call 405-522-0765.
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The Sac & Fox News is the monthly 
publication of the Sac & Fox Nation, 
located on SH 99, six miles south of 
Stroud, OK.
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 Sac and Fox Nation
 Administration Building
 920963 S Hwy 99 Bldg A
 Stroud, OK  74079
 Phone: 918-968-3526 
 Fax: 918-968-4837
The Sac & Fox News is the official 

publication of the Sac and Fox 
Nation. Our mission is to meet all 
tribal members information needs 
concerning the Nation.

The Sac & Fox News is mailed free, 
one per address, to enrolled Sac and 
Fox tribal members. Paid subscriptions 
are available for $12.00 annually. 

Editorial statements, guest columns, 
and letters to the editor published in 
this newspaper contain the opinions 
of the writers. These opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Sac and Fox News staff or any 
elected official or department of tribal 
government or administration. 

The Sac and Fox News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of letters to 
the editor. All editorials and letters to 
the editor become the property of the 
Sac and Fox News. 

Submissions for publication must 
be signed by the author and include 
an address and contact phone number. 
They are limited to 300 words. The 
staff will not edit editorials or letters 
to the editor to fit the 300-word limit.

Deadline for the August issue is:
Monday, July 20 at 4:30 p.m. 

Reprint permission is granted, with 
proper credit to the Sac and Fox News, 
unless other copyrights are shown. 
Articles and letters may be submitted 
to the newspaper either by mail or Fax 
to the address provided above, - or by  
e-mail:newspaper@sacandfoxnation-
nsn.gov.

Address corrections & changes are 
accepted by The Business Committee 
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Patty Ann Harjo

Janet Zorina Patterson
Saginaw M. Grant
Corrine Hines Hull
Sherry Lynn Beard
Michael Gene Tully
Francena Little
Diana Jean Hopkins
Richard Arthur Lexvold
Mary Catherine Pleacher
George Thomas Anderson
Charlotte Ann Everett
Stella Louise Wilson
Debra Theresa Sord
Beverly Y. Springer
Lawrence Haney
Patty Lynn Pendleton
Connie Lee Schraeder
Carolyn J. Baron
Melissa Ann Denny
Joseph Shane Davis
James Edward Galloway
Rema Jean Kaseca
Kathleen Marie Cardenas
Grace Nama Springer
Maudella Renee Whitebead
Vickie Ann Dupuis
Delores Jean Barada
Peggy Sue Rimando
Oma Lee Boyd
Janice R. Speers
Ellen Milagros Ortega
Scott Michael Ward
Ronald Eugene Rushing
Ruth Ann Garvin
Steven Lee Harshberger
Frank E. McClellan
Steven Douglas Wakole
Pamela Lynn Ruiz
Joseph Thomas Morris
Vivian Sheets
Teresa Ann Leclair
Frederick A. McAllister
Sherry Lynn Thompson
Sharon Lee Hinds
Esther Louise Armitage
Dennis Wayne Bushyhead
Freida Marie Taylor
Lowell Eugene Wakole
Mary Louise Estes
Patricia Lee Ward
Lana Jo Butler
Michael Woodard Hackbarth
Billy Lee Woodall
Rilla Marie Maxwell

Donald Lee Ulrey
Georgia Ann Lester
Daryl Wayne Walker
Sharon Kay Poodry
Linda Sue Standing
Shirley Ann Hoskins
Shirley Marie McCormick
Charles Alan Eldredge
Bruce E. Long
Maureen Keo
Julie Ann Peck
Marvin Clair Stevens
Colleen Tiffany Collins
Carole P. Nave
Alden Randall Rhodd
Mona Mae Gibbs
Linda Lee Waller
Mark Aaron Crist
Thomas Darrell Reuben
Sally Ann Louise “Goniwicha
Barbara L. Poodry
Joe Paul Felton
Theodore Gordon McCoy
Dee Phillip Hocker
Robert Marvine Boswell
Ronnie E. Veach
Angela Desiree Huffman
Lee Gray
Robin Lynne Titus
Benjamin Franklin
Paul C. Hocker
Ronald Dean Fixico
Joy Lynn King
Randall Scott Hocker
Jeanie Loveland
Connie Len White
Anna Joyce Walker
Theresa Ann Walker
Loretta Dean Cansler
Roy Price
Mary Emma Logan
Sue Sanchez
Jerald Edward Jones
Lee Johnson Butler
Jimmie Lea Tofpi
Edna Dellceil Page
Sharron D. Maurice
Sherry Jean Macy
Dan W. Yarbrough
Hattie Francine Whitebreast
Loretta Mae Ponkilla
Trudy Renea Ferrell
Tina Marie Morris
Kirby Lee Grant

Happy July Birthday Elders!

Thank You!
 �e family of Don J. Couteau 
wishes to thank the Sac and Fox 
Nation and all who sent their kind 
thoughts and prayers during this 
di�cult time.
 We gratefully acknowledge 
Georgia Nullake from Enroll-
ment and Managing Editor Mike 
Brown for their assistance.
 We also thank Don’s sisters, 
Jackie Carter, Carlena Hagler, 
Carletta Henthorn, Shirley Whit-
tington and Harold; the two sis-
ters who made the long drive, Ma-
bel Walton, Larry and Barbara 
Reeves; and, the many nieces and 
nephews of Oklahoma.

Kewahwiyamene
�e Couteau Family

Announcement 
From the Sac and Fox Nation RAP department:

 
 Applicants that are living within the Sac and Fox Nation 
jurisdiction and HAVE NOT received assistance from the 
following RAP health programs:

 
 Dental
 Vision

 Dent res
 earing ids

 
 Please contact our Black Hawk Health Center @ (918) 
968-9531 to setup a referral appointment to receive as-
sistance through our contract health program.

Shawnee res ident Patty Ann H arj o de-
pa rted from this  life on Apr il 16, 2020 in 
O kl ahoma City, O kl a. She was  born on 
Sept ember 14, 1954 in Claremore, O kl a. 
to W illiam Bill Pennock and G enevieve 
M eeks -Pennock. She was  a homemake r, 
devoted wife to the love of her life, Stan-
ford Paul H arj o, a nd mother to all. 

She is  pr eceded in death by her pa r-
ents , her hus band, Stanford of 42 years , 
brother R obert “ Bobby”  Pennock, Sheri-
dan “ JJ”  Pennock and s is ters  Billie R uth 
“ H ock ey”  Pennock and Barbara “ Sadie”  
Pennock.

She is  s urvived by her s ons , Patrick 
H arj o of Shawnee, Jos eph  H arj o of 
Seminole, and James  H arj o of Norman;  Patty Ann Harjo

grandchildren:  Dominique , Stacey, Jalen, 
M arcus , Brandon, Cierra, Is aiah, K olbie, 
Jaycee, K aleb, K alee, Jos iah, Aus tin, 
T atum, W ynter, T raij en, K adence, Nehe-
miah, K aden, a nd H ailey;
great-grandchildren:  Noah, T ravis , 
O s ’ K eO wv, O livia, James ,  Nakyi ah, 
G racie, K as s ius , Lucien, H iawatha, and 
Arayleigh;  s is ter Jean Pennock of Shaw-
nee;  brothers :  R ick Pennock of Shawnee,
R aymond Pennock of Stroud;  and, nu-
merous  other family members  and 
friends .
 W ake  s ervices  and funeral s ervices  
were held at Patrick’ s  home in Shawnee, 
O kl a., and burial followed at W akol ee 
Cemetery.

Walter Jackson Wakole

Walter Jackson 
Wakole

W alter Jacks on W akol e was  born in 
H iawatha, K an. on Apr il 4, 1984 to G ay-
le G oodleft and Steven W akol e, Sr.  H e 
entered the s pi rit world on Dec. 27, 2019.

H e was  rais ed on the K icka poo res -
ervation in K ans as , and attended s chool 
at R ivers ide Indian School in Anadar-
ko, O kl a. where he graduated in 2003.  
W alter worke d at various  maintenance, 
cons truction and s ecurity guard j obs .  H e 
moved to Standing R ock in 2017 and 
obtained a Cultural R es ource Spe cialis t 
certificate, which provided opportuni-
ties  to travel throughout North Dakot a 
and M innes ota, worki ng with compa nies  
conducting cultural monitoring.  H e was  
a K ans as  City Chiefs  fan, and loved all 
his  K ans as  and Standing R ock r elatives .

W alter is  s urvived by his  father, Steven 
W akol e Sr. of K ans as ;  brothers  K noxs ah 
W akol e and W allace W akol e;   Craciana 
W akol e, M ariella W akol e, all of Neah 
Bay W as hington;  grandmother Alverda 
Chopp er, Cannonball and s everal aunts , 
uncles , cous ins  and loving compa nion 
Crys tal Leann.  H e was  pr eceded in death 
by his  mother, G ayle G oodleft, grand-
pa rents  R eba and W alter W akol e, H ar-
vey G oodleft, Sr., Ardella ‘ Sus ie’  G oo-
dleft-W eed, Darvin G oodleft, R ichard 
W akol e and cous ins  M onty and Chenne-
na.  

A wake  s ervice and a funeral s ervice 
were held Jan. 3, 20 20 and Jan. 4, 2020 
in Fort Y ates , N orth Dakot a.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
� e Sac and Fox Nation Human Service De-
partment is now accepting applications for FY’ 
2020 LIHEAP Cooling season for the months 
of May 1, 2020 through September 31, 2020.  
You can pick up applications from the Main 
O�  ce/SMPC (please call to make an appoint-
ment and we can take the application to your 
vehicle) or o�  the Sac and Fox Nation website.  
If you have any questions please contact Car-
rie LaDeaux, Interim Human Services Direc-
tor at 918/968-3526 ext. 2010 or email Carrie.
Ladeaux@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov.

Red Earth Festival Postponed Until Sept. 5-6, 2020
(Continued From Page 1.)

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library

National Parks Benefi t U. S. and
 Local Economies $41.7 Billion
 U.S. Secretary of the Interior David L. 
Bernhardt on June 11 announced the an-
nual economic benefi t of national parks 
to the U.S. and local economies. In 2019, 
visitor spending in communities near 
national parks resulted in a $41.7 bil-
lion benefi t to the nation’s economy and 
supported 340,500 jobs. Visitor spending 
increased by $800 million from 2018 to 
2019 and the overall effect on the U.S. 
economy grew by $1.6 billion. In the last 
fi ve years, visitor spending has increased 
by $4.1 billion and the effect on the U.S. 
economy grew by $9.7 billion. 
 “We have been working to safely wel-
come the public back to their national 
parks and provide more service again,” 
said Secretary Bernhardt. “These trea-
sured places provide respite and recre-
ation for the American people, in addi-
tion to vital economic support to gateway 
communities across the country. The tre-
mendous value of our national parks is 
undeniable as is the need to adequately 
maintain them, which is why President 
Trump has called on Congress to address 
the decades of deferred maintenance.” 
 According to the annual National Park 
Service report released today, 2019 Na-
tional Park Visitor Spending Effects, 
more than 327 million visitors spent $21 
billion in communities within 60 miles 
of a park in the National Park System. 
Of the 340,500 jobs supported by visitor 
spending, more than 278,000 jobs exist 
in communities adjacent to parks. The 
report includes statistics by park and by 
state on visitor spending and the number 
of jobs supported by visitor spending. 
 “Safely increasing access to national 
parks and other public lands supports 
individual and collective physical and 
mental wellness, said National Park Ser-
vice Deputy Director David Vela, exer-
cising the authority of the Director. “It 
also benefi ts park gateway communities 
where millions of visitors each year fi nd 
a place to sleep and eat, hire outfi tters 
and guides and make use of other local 
services that help drive a vibrant tourism 
and outdoor recreation industry.”  
 Lodging expenses account for the larg-
est share of visitor spending totaling $7.1 
billion in 2019. The restaurant sector had 
the next greatest effects with $4.2 billion 

in economic output. Motor vehicle fuel 
expenditures were $2.16 billion with re-
tail spending at $1.93 billion. 
 There are National Park System sites 
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia 
and the U.S. Territories of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, American Samoa and 
Guam. Visitation varies across the coun-
try from Grand Canyon National Park in 
Arizona to Grand Portage National Mon-
ument in Minnesota.  
 Last year, Grand Canyon National 
Park attracted nearly 6 million visitors 
who spent more than $890 million, sup-
porting 11,806 jobs and generating a $1.1 
billion total economic output. Grand Por-
tage National Monument recorded ap-
proximately 94,985 recreation visitors 
who spent an estimated $6,208,000. That 
spending supported 78 jobs and more 
than a $6 million total economic output.

From time to time, a question 
has been asked as to why the Sac 
and Fox Nation uses such a special 
exclusive (and longer) native sov-
ereign nation dot gov Internet des-
ignation and name:

 � e “nsn dot gov” (nsn.gov) des-
ignation carries with it more signif-
icant levels of legitimacy, trust, and 
authority than a commercial, “dot 
com” domain name.

 “NSN DOT GOV” con� rms that 
it is an o�  cial government web-
site that has been certi� ed, veri-
� ed, and recognized by the United 
States Government.

 Of course, commercial sub-en-
tities and public political subdi-
visions of tribal government may 
also use a commercial dot com des-
ignation for commercial-oriented 
purposes.

Truman Carter

Why the
‘nsn.gov’

Designation?

Continued From Page 1.)

‘MVSKOKE 
VOICES’

year, eager to experience the art and cul-
tures that make Oklahoma unique. Both 
events have received the prestigious 
Redbud Award for Outstanding Event by 
the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation De-
partment.
 The Seminole Nation Museum is 
open Monday - Saturday 10-5 pm or by 
appointment. The museum is closed on 
federal holidays and admission is free, 
although donations are encouraged and 
accepted. Guided tours and special pro-
grams for groups are available.
 MVSKOKE VOICES Contemporary 
Native American Art is funded in part by 
the Oklahoma Arts Council and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.
 The Seminole Nation Museum and 
Red Earth Art Center are recognized as 
the region’s premier organizations for 
advancing the understanding and con-
tinuation of Native American traditional 
and contemporary culture and arts. The 
Red Earth Art Center is an Allied Arts 
member agency.

unique.
 The 34th annual Red Earth juried art 
market features original art by Native 
artisans in the beautiful Grand Casino 
Event Center. Festival guests will expe-
rience the artistic creations of some of 
America’s most celebrated artists as they 
offer for sale exquisite examples of con-
temporary and traditional paintings, bead 
work, basketry, jewelry, pottery, sculp-
ture, graphics and culture attire. Native 
dance presentations, storytelling, musi-
cal performances, and consultations with 
art experts are featured throughout week-
end celebrations.
 For those interested in learning more 
about the Native American artwork in 
their private collections, popular “Ask 
the Expert” sessions are scheduled Sat-
urday, September 5 from 1-3 pm offering 
guests the opportunity to get an expert 
opinion on treasured American Indian 
pieces. Experts in the fi elds of bead work, 
basketry, pottery, cultural items, jewelry, 
painting, rugs and blankets will be avail-
able for private consultations included 

with the price of admission. Guests are 
encouraged to bring up to three items for 
review.
 Red Earth has garnered numerous 
accolades through its 40-year history – 
setting the standard for many of today’s 
Native art shows. Red Earth was a fi nal-
ist for the 2018 ONE Award for the Arts 
presented by the Oklahoma Center for 
Non-Profi ts, and the Oklahoma Travel In-
dustry Association has twice named Red 
Earth Oklahoma’s Outstanding Event. A 
recent USA Today 10Best Reader’s Poll 
named the Red Earth Festival one of the 
Top Ten Art Festivals in America.

If at least 1 in your household 
has a CDIB, you reside within 

our 5 tribe Service Area, & you 
meet USDA Income Guidelines… 

YOU MAY QUALIFY!!! 

CALL TODAY!!!   1-800-256-3398 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

     

Business Committee Meeting 
Minutes are now

accessible on the Website
sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov 

and Facebook
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Sac and Fox Nation Education Department News    by Edwina Butler-Wolfe

Thank You!
Dear Jean & Barbara,
 We are elated to be sending you 
Micah’s graduation announcement 
from the University of Oklahoma.  
�e Sac and Fox Nation made all 
the di�erence in Micah graduat-
ing with a Bachelor’s Degree, debt 
free. And, he did it in three years.  
It looks like he will be �nishing 
with a GPA of over 3.5.  We cannot 
thank you enough for all your help, 
insight and support!
 Micah has matured and grown 
in integrity and wisdom over the 
past three years.  We couldn’t be 
prouder of his Native American 
heritage.

With warm a�ection,
John, Elizabeth and Micah Floyd Micah Floyd

Congratulations to Our 2020
Sac and Fox Nation Graduates!

Jaylee Sky Harjo
 M y name is  Jaylee Sky H arj o.  
I am a s enior at G lenpool  H igh 
School, Clas s  of 2020.  I am an 
enrolled member of the great Sac 
and Fox Nation.  I am Fis h Clan, 
and my traditional Sauk name is  
Na K a K a.  M y p arents  are V irgil 
H arj o and Diana H ulbutta.  M y 
pa ternal great grandpa rents  are 
the late great E dgar and M ytle 
M ay E llis .  M y pa ternal grandpa r-
ents  are the late great Joyce M ay 
E llis  and the R ev. V incent M ike  
H arj o.  M y maternal grandpa rents  
are R onald and Deana H ulbutta.
 M y future pl ans  are to attend 
O kl ahoma State Univers ity IT  in 
O km ulgee, O kl a. and then trans -
fer to O U T uls a in the medical 
field.  My plan is to live faithfully 
with G od while walki ng the R ed 
R oad.

YOU CAN STOP SMOKING NOW

Congratulations to Our 2020
Sac and Fox Nation Graduates!

Matthew David Gashwazra
M y name is  M atthew David 
G as hwaz ra.  I am a member of 
the Sac and Fox Nation and Iowa 
T ribe of O kl ahoma.  I am a s e-
nior graduating from O kl ahoma 
State Univers ity, Stillwater, O kl a.  
I have been involved with T he 
Native American Student As s o-
ciation (NASA) throughout my 
college career, and currently s erve 
as  NASA pr es ident.  I’ ve been 
on the Pres ident’ s  H onor R oll for 
four years , and received the Pres i-
dent’ s  Leaders hip Award in 2020.  
I will get my As s ociates  Degree in 
Secondary E ducation.  H ope fully, 
I will be able to attend the Univer-
s ity of K ans as  to get a Bachelor’ s  
Degree in Phys ical E ducation.  I 
am the s on of the late T racey Lau-
ren E llis -G as hwaz ra and H oward 

M ichael G as hwaz ra.  I am the grand-
s on of the late Leroy E llis  and the 
late M abel Smith E llis , and grands on 
of M arvin G as hwaz ra and K atherine 
Spr inger G as hwaz ra.

Birth
Announcement

Murphy Rae Franklin

 M urphy R ae Frankl in was  born M ay 
25, 2020.  She is  the daughter of Janis  
Jacks on and T homas  Frankl in, and is  lit-
tle s is ter to Alexa ndria Frankl in.

G reetings !
 H ope  everyone is  doing well and be-
ing s afe. W e have s tarted worki ng 8  
hours  now in the E ducation Depa rtment 
as  of June 15,  2020, hours  are 8: 30 am 
to 4: 3 0 pm , M onday through Friday. 
Y ou are as ke d to call for an appoi ntment 
and wear a mas k when coming into the 
Learning Center Building.  
 T he E ducation Depa rtment is  current-
ly now tak ing clothing allowance appl i-
cations  for s chool year 2020 and 2021. If 
you did not turn in your clothing receipt s  
from last year you will not be qualified 
to receive this  year’ s  clothing allowance 
of $ 200.00. O nly Sac and Fox T ribal s tu-
dents  are eligible for the s chool clothing 
grant which is  funded by R AP (R evenue 

Allocation Plan) Funds . All s chool aged 
s tudents  (Pre-K  through 12t h G rade). 
Appl ications  are on the Sac and Fox web 
pa ge and can be pi cke d up at the Learn-
ing Center Building on the Sac and Fox 
Campus  in Stroud, or at the M ulti-Pur-
pos e Building, S hawnee, O kl ahoma. 
 Student mus t be an enrolled member 
of the Sac and Fox Nation at the time of 
appl ication No pe nding tribal enrollment 
appl ications  will be accept ed. Appl icants  
mus t p rovide the s tudent’ s  full name, a 
copy of the s tudent’ s  tribal members hip 
card (CDIB), and a current mailing ad-
dress. A School official’s signature and 
j ob title verifying enrollment accompa -
nied by a s chool s tamp or s eal, if a s tamp 
or seal is unavailable, or the official may 
use the schools’ official letterhead to ver-
ify enrollment. Authoriz ed s ignatures  
that are accept able are:  School Couns el-
or, P rincipa l or School Secretary.
 T he s chool s uppl y grant which is  fund-
ed by the R AP (revenue allocation pl an) 
is  awarded to s chool-aged children s o 
that they may grow and learn and be-
come pr oductive community leaders . 
T he fund goes  along s ide with the s chool 
clothing grant which is  $30.00 for s chool 
s uppl ies . 
 Both grants are first-come, first-served 
bas is  and we will pr ovide s ervices  to as  
many appl icants  as  pos s ible.  
 W e would like  to expr es s  to our high-
er education s tudents  if you are having 
s ome pr oblems  with compl eting your ap -
pl ications  from the Sac and Fox E duca-
tion Program, pl eas e reach out to us  and 
we will as s is t you. W e would like  to s ee 
all Sac and Fox s tudents  get the oppor tu-
nity to further their education.
 Due to the CO V ID-19 virus , we un-
derstand that it was difficult for applica-
tions  to meet the June 30 deadline for fall 
s es s ion, s o we will ext end the deadline to 
AUG UST  1, 2020. 
 T here are two pr ograms  for our Sac 
and Fox H igher E ducation Students :   
 1. Sac and Fox Nation H igher E duca-
tion Appl ication Depa rtment of Interior 
(DO I);

 2. Sac and Fox Nation R AP (R evenue 
Allocation Plan) College E ducation Pro-
gram Appl ication.

DO I Appl ication guidelines :
  Complete grant application – Please 
fill in all blanks with the necessary infor-
mation/ s ignatures
  Copy of your tribal enrollment card
  Personal letter stating the college 
maj or you pl an to pur s ue and your career 
goals  upon gr aduation.
  Letter of admission from the college
univers ity you pl an to attend along with a 
clas s  s chedule for the s emes ter.
  igh school transcript and or GED 
Certificate. NOTE  If you have previ-
ous ly attended college you mus t s ubmit 
a copy of your trans cript s , covering all 
college hours  compl eted. 
  Financial Needs Analysis FNA  
form- the top por tion mus t be compl eted 
by the s tudent and the bottom por tion is  
to be compl eted by the college Financial 
Aid Office. Make sure you have com-
pl eted the Free App lication for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) to determine Pell 
G rant and other grant eligibility wheth-
er you think you qua lify or not without 
thes e res ults , the college Financial Aid 
Office cannot complete your FNA form 
and the Sac and Fox Nation’ s  H igher 
E ducation Depa rtment cannot determine 
funding needs . 

R AP College E ducation Program 
Appl ication:

FIR ST -T IM E  APPLICANT  R E Q UIR E -
M E NT S:
  Complete application form
  Signed Privacy Statement
  Proof of Sac and Fox Tribal Member-
s hip ( CDIB);
  Letter of admission from the college 
or univers ity;
  A personal letter stating your pro-
pos ed college maj or;
  Copy of semester class schedule

  Official College transcript if you 
have pr evious ly attended college) O R  an 
official high school transcript
  Complete “Verification of Academic 
E nrollment Form” ;
  Signed Release of Information form
  Signed W-9 Form
R E Q UIR E M E NT :  (CO NT INUING  
ST UDE NT )
  Complete application form
  Sign Privacy Act Statement  EAC  
SE M E ST E R );
  Semester class schedule EAC  SE-
M E ST E R );
  Official college transcript with grades 
from pr evious  s emes ter;
  Complete Verification of Academic 
E nrollment form;
  Sign Release of Information form
  Signed W-9 form
 ST UDE NT S W ILL H AV E  T O  FILL 
O UT  T H E  DO I AND R AP APPLICA-
T IO NS E ACH  SE M E ST E R  (FALL 
AND SPR ING  SE M E ST E R ) T O  R E -
CE IV E  FUNDING  FR O M  T H E  SAC 
AND FO X  NAT IO N H IG H E R  E DUCA-
T IO N DE PAR T M E NT .
 FUNDING  IS AW AR DE D O N E I-
T H E R  A FULL-T IM E  (12 O R  M O R E  
CR E DIT  H O UR S) O R  PAR T -T IM E  (6 
T O  11 CR E DIT  H O UR S). ST UDE NT S 
AR E  E X PE CT E D T O  PASS T H E  M IN-
IM UM  NUM BE R  O F H O UR S FO R  
W H ICH  T H E Y  R E CE IV E  FUNDING  
AS SPE CIFIE D IN T H E IR  FUNDING  
CO NT R ACT S.
 Both of the college appl ications  as  
well as  the clothing appl ications  are on 
the Sac and Fox Nation webs ite under the 
E ducation pa ge.   If you have concerns , 
pl eas e let the E ducation Depa rtment 
know .

E dwina Butler-W olfe
Director of E ducation Depa rtment

918 968- 3526, E xt :  2046
405 328- 0402 C ell number
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Business Committee Meeting Minutes Business Committee Meeting Minutes

OMRF Believes Covid-19 
Is ‘ ere or t e ong a l’

Chicke n pox. M eas les . H IV . Covid-19. 
E ven after the pa ndemic s ubs ides , the 
coronavirus  is  like ly to j oin the lis t of 
contagious  dis eas es  that remain in circu-
lation for decades  to come, according to 
health exp erts  at the O kl ahoma M edical 
R es earch Foundation.

“ It looks  like  Covid-19 will be here 
for the long haul,”  s aid O M R F Pres ident 
Stephe n Pres cott, M .D.  W hen illnes s es  
s tubbornly res is t efforts  to s tamp them 
out, e xpe rts  call them endemic.

“ An endemic is  a virus  that’ s  always  
pr es ent, but not us ually in huge out-
breaks . It comes  and goes  in waves  and 
j us t becomes  a pa rt of life, like  the s ea-
sonal u,” said OMRF physician-scien-
tist Scofield, M.D., who also serves as 
as s ociate chief of s taff for res earch at the 
O kl ahoma City V A.

M ultipl e initiatives  are worki ng to-
ward the developm ent of a vaccine for 
the SAR S-CoV -2 coronavirus . But even 
if thes e efforts  s ucceed, unles s  nearly ev-
eryone gets  vaccinated, they won’ t elim-
inate the virus .

“ I’ m s ke pt ical a Covid-19 vaccine will 
wipe  out the virus ,”  he s aid. “ W e have 
highly effective vaccines  for pne umo-
coccal pne umonia, but only about 2 of 
every 3 adults  have received even one. 
As  a res ult, p neumococcal pne umonia 
is  s till res pon s ible for roughly half of 
all pne umonia deaths  in the U.S. every 
year.”

A s urvey of O kl ahomans  earlier this  
month from Amber Integrated found that 
only 55 pe rcent of thos e pol led would get 
a vaccine agains t the coronavirus  if one 
became available. Similarly,  a pol l by 
T he W as hington Pos t found that only 7  
in 10 Americans  were interes ted in get-
ting vaccinated.

“ E ven if it pr oves  s afe and effective, 
you will s till have many Americans  who 
don’ t vaccinate becaus e they don’ t be-
lieve in it or don’ t trus t a new vaccine,”  
Scofield said. “And that will keep the vi-
rus  around.”

O uts ide the U.S., es pe cially in devel-
opi ng compa nies , acces s  to the vaccine 
could als o be a maj or is s ue. For exa mpl e, 
with pne umococcal pne umonia, nearly 
500,000 children under the age of 5 die 
every year from what Scofield describes 
as  a “ nearly compl etely pr eventable dis -
eas e.”

T he effects  of SAR S-CoV -2 coronavi-
rus  will like ly grow milder over time, s aid 
Pres cott. “ O ur immune s ys tems  s hould 
develop ‘ memories ’  of the virus  that will 
blunt or eliminate future infections ,”  he 
s aid. “ It’ s  als o pos s ible the virus  its elf 
will mutate to a les s  lethal form, which is  
more advantageous  from an evolutionary 

pe rs pe ctive.”
 All told, Pres cott s aid, “ T here’ s  a good 
chance it will j oin the four other corona-
virus es  that already circulate s eas onally 
in our popul ation.”  T hos e virus es  are 
much milder than the SAR S-CoV -2 coro-
navirus , c aus ing only cold-like  illnes s es .
 O ne way or the other, Pres cott s aid, 
we s hould be pr epa red to coexi s t with 
the virus  for the fores eeable future. “ T hat 
does n’ t mean a pe rpe tual lockdow n,”  he 
s aid. “ But it does  mean incorpor ating 
pr ecautions  like  freque nt hand-was hing 
and s ome forms  of s ocial dis tancing into 
our daily lives  if we want to s tay s afe.”

Like Us on Facebook!
Sac and Fox Nation
Sac and Fox Casino

Sac and Fox Language Program
Sac and Fox Dept. of Human Services
Sac and Fox National Public Library
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SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

I ndians are born speaking our languages. For some of us,  
they lie dormant within our bodies. They are looking for a 
way out. God gave us these beautiful languages. All of us 
hold them in a sacred manner within. There is no such thing 
as an I ndian person who cannot speak I ndian.

Our language programs fi nd these languages within our 
bodies. They bring them out through our mouths and deliver 
them to their rightful resting places within our hearts.

Sa u k  L a n g u a g e
D e p a r t m e n t

July 2020 Word Scramble

July Comic
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RAP Application Form Provided Here

earn FREE college tuition
it’s Oklahoma’s Promise

With Oklahoma’s Promise, the Oklahoma Higher 
Learning Access Program, 8th, 9th, and 10th grade 

students whose family income is $50,000 or less 
can earn FREE COLLEGE TUITION

Apply online at www.okpromise.org or
Contact the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education by e-mail at
okpromise@osrhe.edu or by phone at 1-8-858-1840 (225-9152 in OKC)

Get an application from your counselor

Business Committee Meeting Minutes

Business Committee Meeting Minutes

July Word Search
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B u s i n e s s  Co m m i t t e e  Me e t i n g  Mi n u t e s   
are now accessible on the Website and Facebook 

sacandfox nation-nsn.gov

E D UCATION D E PA R TM E NT NOTIC E

Ap p l i c a t i o n s  for College - V ocational and Adult Education 
are on the Sac and Fox  Nation Web site - 

Click on Education for downloads.

SAC AND  F OX  NATION
F OOD  D ISTR IB UTION 

PR OGR AM
STROUD  WAREHOUSE 

918-968-3030 •  1-800-256-3398
SHAWNEE OFFICE

405-395-0063 • 1-886-622-2310

August 2020

- Letter to Editor -
June 19, 2020
A Letter to the E ditor:

T ribal members , there is  an imme-
diate need to addres s  concerns  that our 
Bus ines s  Committee has  inherited due to 
pa s t mis s teps  by pr evious  Bus ines s  Com-
mittees .  A committee of tribal members  
needs  to be formed to look into is s ues  
and pa s t pr actices  that the Bus ines s  Com-
mittee is  bas ing current tribal bus ines s  
decis ions  on.  T he following are actions  
that have occurred without dis cus s ion or 
know ledge of the G overning Council:

1. An Attorney G eneral’ s  O pi nion (not 
a law) that s ays  that a Bus ines s  Commit-
tee R es olution can eras e or amend any 
G overning Council R es olution;

2. An Attorney G eneral’ s  O pi nion that 
take s  control of cas inos  and economic 
developm ent away from the E nterpr is e 
Board, which was  directly overs een by 
G overning Council, and gives  it to the 
Bus ines s  Committee;  

3. Bus ines s es  created and bought and 
financed without prior knowledge or ap-
pr oval by G overning Council (the E nter-
pr is e Board is  the economic developm ent 
arm of the Sac and Fox N ation);

4. A tribal member illegally banned 
from the Black H awk  Cas ino, and no in-
ves tigation;

5. Interference by a Bus ines s  Commit-
tee member in a cas ino j ackpot  pa yout 
with no inves tigation;

6. E nterpr is e Board legal defens e, as  
pr ovided according the E nterpr is e Act, 
denied to a member of the E nterpr is e 

Board;
 7. T he Sac and Fox G aming Commis -
s ion holding an illegal “ Clos ed and Con-
fidential earing” where no confidential 
information was  pr es ented) and refus ing 
to s end H earing records  to the H earing 
individual for appe al pur pos es  or to the 
Nation’ s  s ecretary, the ke epe r of all tribal 
records .
 T hes e are pa s t actions  and inactions  
that s et a pr ecedence that our Bus ines s  
Committee may continue to us e in mak -
ing decis ions  that diminis h the welfare 
and rights  of all the Sac and Fox pe opl e.  
T he obj ective of a committee of tribal 
appoi nted members  is  to gather and pa s s  
detailed information on tribal concerns , 
and pr epa re for G overning Council meet-
ings  where any mis s teps  by pa s t or pr es -
ent Bus ines s  committees  can be correct-
ed by a vote of the G overning Council.  
In reference to items  1. and 7. above, 
thes e are challenges  to our Cons titution 
which s tates :  Article III, Section 1. (c), 
“ T he Secretary...s hall have all pa pe rs  of 
the G overning Council, which records  
and pa pe rs  s hall be ope n to ins pe ction...
by any members  of the G overning Coun-
cil desiring to read them.” And, Article 
II, Section 1, “ T he Supr eme G overning 
body of the Sac and Fox Nation s hall be 
the Governing Council...”

John Nels on
1512 E agle

O kl ahoma City, O K   73127
405- 508- 1624



2 0 2 0  P E R  C A P I TA PAY M E N T  I N F O R M AT I O N

Which funds get reported on Form 1099-M isc?  
D istributions could be deriv ed from many 

        -
ness other than a Class II or Class III gaming 
operation, interest income on inv estments, or 
rental payments from tribal lands.  All these 
payments req uire a tribe to prepare a Form 
1099-M ISC 

When does a person receiv e a Form 1099-M isc, 
Statement for Recipients of M iscellaneous In-
come?  If a person receiv es $ 6 0 0  o r  m o r e  i n  
1  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  from the same source, that 
amount must be reported on a Form 1099, and 
that Form 1099-M isc. must be prov ided to the 
indiv idual.  

It  i s  o n l y  t h e  a m o u n t  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r o m  NE T 
GAMING R E V E NUE  t h a t  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  w i t h -
h o l d i n g . The Internal Rev enue Code prov ides 
that “ Ev ery person, including an Indian tribe, 
making a payment to a member of an Indian 
tribe from the net rev enues of any Class II or 
Class III gaming activ ity conducted or licensed 
by such tribe, shall deduct and withhold from 
such payment a tax  in an amount eq ual to such 
payment’s proportionate share of the annual-
iz ed tax .”  The amount to withhold is prov ided 
in Withholding Tables found in IRS Publication 
15-A, Employer’s Supplemental Tax  Guide. 

If the Indian tribe anticipates making a distri-
bution of any kind, the Indian tribe needs the 
tribal members’ Social Security number before 
the distribution is made. If an Indian tribe does 
not know a tribal member’s Social Security 
number at the time of distribution, the distribu-
tion is subj ect to “ backup withholding”  (at 28%  
in 2009). (Source:  Internal Rev enue Serv ice 
(IRS) Indian Tribal Gov ernments Freq uently 
Asked Q uestions, Last Rev iewed or Updated:  
April 22, 2013 ) 

Per capita payments could affect any Tribal, 
        

receiv e or programs in which you participate. 
The Sac and Fox  Nation encourage you to 

        -
cialist.  

W-9 FORM  M UST B E CUT ON D OTTED  LINE B EFORE M AILING

^^^ ^^^

Why does a W-9 needed to be submitted yearly?
If a tribal member receiv es income that is tax able, a 1099 
must be issued for Tax  Purposes. The W-9 also serv es as 
a yearly address update.
 
Can the allotted minor payment be refused in order to 
hav e the entire per capita payment be deposited in trust?
Y es, but in order to do so we must still receiv e a W-9 for 
the same reasons stated abov e. We would also need a 
written statement to that effect to be included with the W-9.

NOTICE  

X

X

X

X

X
X SAC AND  FOX  NATION

920883  S. HIGHWAY  99 B LD G. “ A”
STROUD , OKLAHOM A, 7 407 9

Tax Liability Notifi cation
What are the withholding req uirements for distributions that are made 

               
source of funds used for the distribution. Unless the source of funds 

            
distributions to tribal members are tax able.

W- 9  F o r m
It is critical that the W-9 Form be completed correctly and thoroughly 

             -
ING AD D RESS, SOCIAL SECURITY  NUM B ER, and then SIGN and 
D ATE your form.

R e q u i r e d  L e g a l  D o c u m e n t s   
If you have  had a name change due to marriage, divo rce, adoption, 
etc., it is important the Finance D epartment has a copy of your social 
security card. All othere legal documents should be sent to the Enroll-
ment D epartment so their records can be updated. Any guardianship 

              
D epartment. 

Mi n o r s   
Parents or guardians are responsible for provi ding a W-9 for minor 
children;  not doing so could result in the minor’s payment not being 
deposited into the minor’s trust fund account in a timely manner.   

Co n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  -  F i n a n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  
For identity/ security purposes, a W-9 form will not be accepted by 
e-mail. Completed forms may be hand delive red, mailed, or faxe d.

Co n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n :

Sac and Fox Nation
Finance D epartment

92096 3  S. Hwy 99, B ldg. A
Stroud, Oklahoma 7 407 9

D irect fax:  918-96 8-4528
If you have  any q uestions, please contact the Finance D epartment staff 
by phone at 918-96 8-3 526  or 800-259-3 97 0 ext . 103 3 , 103 8 or 1027 .

Indivi dual must be enrolled by September 3 0, 2020 to be eligible for 
the 2020 per capita payment.
Tribal members will need to submit a W9 to the Finance D epartment 
for the upcoming 2020 Per Capita Payment.
Once a W-9 form is receive d, it will be updated into our system and 
all payments due will be made at a time of disbursement.
If an indivi dual is a NEW tribal member, or has had a NAM E CHANGE, 
a copy of Social Security card is needed for our records.
There is NO deadline on submitting a W9.  All checks will be mailed, 
no exce ptions.
The IRS 1099 form will be mailed by Ja nuary 3 1, 2021.
NEW M INORS . . . PLEASE SEND  COPY  OF SOCIAL SECURITY  
CARD  SO WE CAN GET TRUST ACCOUNTS ESTAB LISHED

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Tribal Members Urged to Participate in 2020 U. S. Census
Impacts Federal Funding for Tribal Programsby Mike Brown

 Sac and Fox Nation Secretary Jackl yn 
K ing continues  to empha s iz e the impor -
tance for all tribal members  to pa rticipa te 
in the 2 020 U. S. Cens us  as  information 
that is  gathered impa cts  federal funding 
for various  tribal pr ograms .
 Following is  cens us  information pr o-
vided by the Native American R ights  
Fund (NAR F), the oldes t, larges t non-

profit legal organization defending the 
rights  of Native American tribes , organi-
z ations , a nd pe opl e:
 O n Apr il 1, 2020, the U.S. Cens us  Bu-
reau will conduct a count of all pe opl e 
living in the United States  and the T ribal 
Nations  in the United States .

 Alaska Natives are among the first 
Americans  being counted, beginning 
in January, with the Nunaka uyarmiut 
T ribe  (formerly kn own as  the Native 
V illage of T oks ook Bay) in Alas ka . T he 
2020 Cens us  is  being take n in Alas ka  
earlier than els ewhere becaus e many vil-
lages  are in remote areas  and res idents  
often leave their communities  in Apr il 
for subsistence fishing and hunting and 
warm-weather j obs .
 NATIVES NEED TO BE COUNTED 
TO SECURE FEDERAL DOLLARS   
About $600 billion in federal funding 
is  dis tributed annually bas ed on popul a-
tion counts  obtained by federal agencies .  
Each person counted equals $3,000 in 
funding for your community.
 A year 2000 s tudy determined that un-
der-counting the larges t counties  in the 
2000 Cens us  cos t thos e communities  
nearly $3,000 per person.  Dollars that 
impa ct tribal communities  are los t if you 
are not counted.
 In 2016, federal funding disbursed 
bas ed on pe opl e counted in Cens us  s ur-
veys included $361 billion for Medicaid, 
$40 billion for roads, and about $37 bil-
lion in pr ograms  for families  and chil-
dren, including TANF, C IP, and WIC.
  NATIVES NEED TO BE COUNT-
ED TO PROTECT TRIBAL SOVER-
EIGNT   The Census count is used to 

determine voting boundaries to elect offi-
cials in non-Tribal elections.  ou need to 
be counted to have an equal voice to elect 
candidates  who will res pe ct T ribal s over-
eignty, pr es erve your culture, and fairly 
allocate resources to Indian Country.
  NATIVES NEED TO BE COUNTED 
TO PRESERVE T EIR LANGUAGES   
Census data is used to require non-Trib-
al governments  in many areas  to pr ovide 
assistance in American Indian and Alas-
ka  Native languages  for voting, s ocial 
pr ograms , a nd emergency s ervices .
 T he decennial cens us  is  the mos t inclu-
s ive civic activity in our country, cover-
ing every pe rs on in every hous ehold. T he 
U.S. Constitution requires an accurate 
count of the nation’ s  popul ation every 10 
years.  Moreover, the census is integral 
to our democracy. T he data collected af-
fects our nation’s ability to ensure equal 
representation and equal access to im-
por tant governmental and pr ivate s ector 
res ources  for all Americans , including 
acros s  racial and ethnic lines . 
 Cens us  res ults  are us ed to allocate 
s eats  and draw dis trict lines  for the U.S. 
H ous e of R epr es entatives , s tate legis la-
tures , and local boards ;  to target more 
than $800 billion annually in federal as -
s is tance to s tates , localities , and families ;  
and to guide community decis ion-mak -
ing affecting s chools , hous ing, health 
care s ervices , bus ines s  inves tment, and 
much more. T hes e functions  depe nd on a 
fair and accurate cens us .

Kids and Grandkids 
Are G-R-E-A-T!!

We want to feature the scholastic, academic and 
athletic awards or achievements of your child or 

grandchild of the Sac and Fox Nation!
Send all pertinent information, such as name of 

student, town, school and grade attending, 
explanation of award or achievement, and names of 
parents and/or grandparents, along with a current 

photo of the student to:
newspaper@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

or: Sac and Fox News, 920963 S. Hwy. 99
Stroud, OK  74079




